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Wrestling with Social/Behavioral Genomics: Risks, Potential Benefits and Ethical Responsibility 
 

Leadership & Working Group Member Bios 

 
Leadership Team (alphabetical) 

 

Paul Appelbaum, M.D., is the Elizabeth K. Dollard Professor of Psychiatry, Medicine, and 

Director, Center for Law, Ethics, and Psychiatry, Dept. of Psychiatry, College of 

Physicians and Surgeons of Columbia University; a Research Psychiatrist at 

the NY State Psychiatric Institute; and an affiliated faculty member, Columbia 

Law School. He directs Columbia’s Center for Research on Ethical, Legal, & 

Social Implications (ELSI) of Psychiatric, Neurologic, & Behavioral Genetics, and heads the 

Clinical Research Ethics Core for Columbia’s Clinical and Translational Science Award 

program. He has previously served as President of the American Psychiatric Association (APA) 

and of the American Academy of Psychiatry and the Law, member of the MacArthur Foundation 

Research Networks on Mental Health and the Law and on Mandatory Outpatient Treatment, 

and the Fritz Redlich Fellow at the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences. He is 

an elected member of the National Academy of Medicine. 

 

Vanessa Northington Gamble, M.D., Ph.D., is University Professor of Medical Humanities at 

the George Washington University, Professor of Health Policy in the School of 

Public Health and Health Sciences, Professor of American Studies in the 

Columbian College of Arts and Sciences, and Adjunct Professor of Nursing at 

the University of Pennsylvania School of Nursing. She is an internationally 

recognized expert on the history of race and medicine, racial and ethnic 

disparities in health and health care, and bioethics. Throughout her career she has worked to 

promote equity and justice in medicine and public health. In 1996, she became Founding 

Director of the University of Wisconsin’s Center for the Study of Race and Ethnicity in 

Medicine—one of the first academic centers to address racial and ethnic inequities in health and 

health care. She chaired the committee that led the successful campaign to obtain an apology in 

1997 from President Clinton for the infamous U.S. Public Health Syphilis Study at Tuskegee. 

She is a member of the National Academy of Medicine and a Fellow of the Hastings Center. 
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Michelle N. Meyer, Ph.D., J.D., is an Assistant Professor and Associate Director, Research 

Ethics, in the Center for Translational Bioethics and Health Care Policy, and 

Faculty Co-Director of the Behavioral Insights Team in the Steele Institute of 

Health Innovation, at Geisinger Health System. Her research combines legal 

analysis, moral philosophy, and behavioral science. She is currently leading 

empirical projects investigating the attitudes of biobank participants towards the use of their data 

to study social and behavioral phenotypes and DTC user’s perceptions of their polygenic 

scores. She also chairs Geisinger’s IRB Leadership Committee and directs its Research Ethics 

Advice and Consulting Service. Her expertise has been recognized with several national-level 

appointments to boards, committees, and commissions associated with the American 

Psychological Association, NASEM, National Academy of Medicine, PCORI, PatientsLikeMe, 

and Advances in Methods and Practices in Psychological Science. She has been a member of 

the advisory board of the Social Science Genetic Association Consortium (SSGAC) since its 

inception in 2011. Previously, she was an Academic Fellow at the Petrie-Flom Center for Health 

Law Policy, Biotechnology, and Bioethics at Harvard Law School, a Greenwall Fellow in 

Bioethics and Health Policy at Johns Hopkins and Georgetown, and a Research Fellow at the 

Kennedy School of Government at Harvard. She earned a Ph.D. in religious studies (focus on 

applied ethics) from the University of Virginia, a J.D. from Harvard Law School, where she was 

an editor of the Harvard Law Review, and an A.B., summa cum laude, from Dartmouth College. 

 

Erik Parens, Ph.D., is a Senior Research Scholar at The Hastings Center, where he directs its 

new NEH-funded Humanities Research Initiative, and is also a founding 

member of Columbia’s NIH-funded Center for ELSI of Psychiatric, Neurologic & 

Behavioral Genetics. He is a Fellow of the Center for Neuroscience and 

Society at the University of Pennsylvania and has served as a consultant to 

several governmental and nongovernmental bodies, including AAAS, the IOM, 

and the Presidential Commission for the Study of Bioethical Issues. He has led several working 

groups on highly charged ethical topics that arise in the context of emerging science and 

technology, including projects on the disability rights critique of prenatal genetic testing, the 

ethics of behavioral genetics research, and the ethics of germline gene editing. He is the author 

or editor of 6 books, as well as numerous articles and commentaries for scientific and 

humanities academic journals and general-interest publications. His most recent book is 

Shaping Our Selves: On Technology, Flourishing and a Habit of Thinking (Oxford University 

Press). He has taught as an adjunct professor at Harvard University, Vassar College, and Sarah 

Lawrence College. He received his Ph.D. and M.A. from the University of Chicago’s Committee 

on Social Thought, and his B.A. from the Committee on General Studies in the Humanities. 
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Working Group Members (alphabetical) 

Daniel Benjamin, Ph.D., is an Associate Professor of Economics at the University of Southern 

California and a Research Associate with the National Bureau of Economic 

Research (NBER). He is one of three PIs of the Social Science Genetics 

Association Consortium (SSGAC), which has conducted large GWAS of, and 

developed polygenic indexes associated with, educational attainment, 

subjective well-being, and risk preferences, and he is a co-organizer of the RSF Summer 

Institute in Social-Science Genomics. He also has an active research program in applied 

statistics and research methods and in understanding errors people make in statistical 

reasoning. Previously, he was a tenured Associate Professor of Economics at Cornell. He 

earned a Ph.D. in Economics, an A.M. in Statistics, and an A.B. in Economics from Harvard and 

an M.Sc. in Mathematical Economics from the London School of Economics. 
 

Shawneequa Callier, J.D., is an Associate Professor in the Department of Clinical Research 

and Leadership and Director of Doctoral Research in the Translational Health 

Sciences Ph.D. program at the George Washington University School of 

Medicine and Health Sciences. She is also a Professorial Lecturer in Law at the 

GWU Law School and Special Volunteer at the Center for Research on 

Genomics and Global Health in NIH’s National Human Genome Research Institute (NHGRI). 

Her research focuses on the intersection of bioethics, law, and emerging technologies. She 

completed a post-doctoral fellowship at Case Western Reserve University’s Center for Genetic 

Research Ethics and Law, an NHGRI-funded Center of Excellence in ELSI Research. Earlier, 

she interned at the World Health Organization and the Nuffield Council on Bioethics where she 

examined international healthcare ethics policies and human genetics laws and guidelines. 
 

Nathaniel Comfort, Ph.D., is a Professor in the Institute of the History of Medicine at Johns 

Hopkins. He researches the history of genetics, heredity, and health. His most 

recent book, The Science of Human Perfection: How Genes Became the Heart 

of American Medicine (Yale U. Press), examined the growth and evolution of 

medical genetics from the early days of Mendelism to the Human Genome 

Project. He is the author of numerous critical articles on genetic determinism, 

including “The Overhyping of Precision Medicine” (The Atlantic), “Genes Are Overrated” (The 

Atlantic), “Nature still battles nurture in the haunting world of social genomics” (Nature), “Genetic 

determinism rides again” (Nature), and “Sociogenomics is opening a new door to eugenics” 

(MIT Tech. Review). 
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Dalton Conley, Ph.D, Ph.D., is the Henry Putnam University Professor in Sociology and a 

faculty affiliate at the Office of Population Research and the Center for Health 

and Wellbeing at Princeton. He is also a Research Associate at the National 

Bureau of Economic Research and an elected member of the AAAS and the 

National Academy of Sciences. His research primarily deals with the 

intergenerational transmission of socioeconomic and health status. This focus has led him to 

study the impact of parental wealth in explaining racial attainment gaps; the causal impact of 

birthweight (as a heuristic for the literal overlap of the generations) on later health and 

educational outcomes; sibling differences that appear to reflect the triumph of achievement over 

ascription (but which may merely reflect within-family stratification processes); and genetics as a 

driver of both social mobility and reproduction. He earned a M.P.A. in Public Policy and a Ph.D. 

in Sociology from Columbia and a Ph.D. in Biology from NYU. 
 

Jeremy Freese, Ph.D., is a Professor of Sociology at Stanford, where he studies the 

relationship between social and individual differences, and between social and 

embodied advantage, including differences in health, cognitive functioning, 

health behaviors, and knowledge utilization. He is co-leader of the Health 

Disparities Working Group for the Stanford Center for Population Health 

Sciences. He is part of ongoing efforts to better integrate biological and social science thinking. 

He has worked on how behavioral and molecular genetic information can be used to 

complement and elaborate our understanding of the consequences of social environments and 

on the application of evolutionary biological reasoning to human behavior and social 

arrangements. He is co-PI of the Wisconsin Longitudinal Study, a long-running population-

based survey study, and is a central member of the team integrating GWAS data into it.  
 

Nanibaa’ A. Garrison, Ph.D., is an Assistant Professor, Division of Bioethics, Department of 

Pediatrics, at the University of Washington School of Medicine, and faculty for 

the Summer internship for INdigenous peoples in Genomics (SING) Workshop, 

which covers the uses, misuses, and limitations of genomics as a tool for 

indigenous peoples' communities. A member of the Navajo Nation, her career 

has combined genetics with a desire to be involved in studies of health conditions prevalent in 

American Indian communities, such as type 2 diabetes. She completed a Ph.D. in genetics at 

Stanford and a postdoctoral fellowship at the Center for Integration of Research on Genetics & 

Ethics within the Stanford Center for Biomedical Ethics with the support of an NIH F32 

postdoctoral fellowship. In her current K01 grant, she is interviewing Native American tribal 

leaders, researchers and policymakers to identify issues and barriers to American Indian 

participation in genetics research. 
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Bridget Goosby, Ph.D., is a Professor of Sociology at UT-Austin. Her research focuses on the 

pathways linking social marginalization and discrimination exposures to racial 

inequities in health over the life course and across generations. Her current 

research integrates biomarkers and innovative biometric technology. This 

work leverages population-based, sociological, and experimental models to 

examine how various dimensions of race-specific stressors are associated with upregulation of 

physiologic and behavioral stress responses dynamically and in real time 
 

Evelynn Hammonds, Ph.D., S.M., is Chair and Barbara Gutmann Rosenkrantz Prof. in 

Harvard’s History of Science department, where she is also Prof. of African 

and African American Studies. Her research focuses on the intersection of 

scientific, medical, and socio-political concepts of race in the US. Previously, 

she taught at MIT, where she was the founding director of the Center for the 

Study of Diversity in Science, Technology & Medicine. She earned a Ph.D. in 

Harvard’s Dept. of History of Science, an S.M. in physics from MIT, a B.E.E. in electrical 

engineering from the Georgia Institute of Technology, and a B.S. in physics from Spelman 

College.  
 

Kathryn Paige Harden, Ph.D., is a tenured professor in the Department of Psychology at the 

University of Texas at Austin, where she leads the Developmental Behavior 

Genetics lab and co-directs the Texas Twin Project. She received her Ph.D. in 

Clinical Psychology from the University of Virginia and completed her clinical 

internship at McLean Hospital/Harvard Medical School. She has published 

over 100 articles on genetic influences on complex human behavior, including child cognitive 

development, academic achievement, risk-taking, mental health, sexual activity, and 

childbearing. Her research has been featured in popular media outlets such as the New York 

Times, Washington Post, The Atlantic, and Huffington Post. In 2017, she was honored with a 

prestigious national award from the American Psychological Association for her distinguished 

scientific contributions to the study of genetics and human individual differences. She is 

currently writing a book on genetics and social inequality for Princeton U. Press. 
 

Sandra Soo-Jin Lee, Ph.D., is director of the Division of Medical Ethics in the new Department 

of Medical Humanities and Ethics at Columbia. Previously, she was a Senior 

Research Scholar in the Center for Biomedical Ethics at Stanford School of 

Medicine where she was faculty in the program in Science, Technology and 

Society. Her research focuses on social and ethical dimensions of emerging 

technologies and their integration into clinical practice. She leads studies of public 

understandings of research using clinical data and samples, concepts of race, culture and 
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human genetic variation, and citizen science, commercialization of biotechnology and 

entrepreneurship. She co-edited Revising Race in a Genomic Age (Rutgers U. Press, 2008). 

She earned her Ph.D. in Medical Anthropology from UCSF and UC-Berkeley and completed a 

postdoctoral fellowship in Bioethics at Stanford School of Medicine. 
 

Alicia R. Martin, Ph.D., is an Instructor in Investigation at the Analytic & Translational Genetics 

Unit at Massachusetts General Hospital, an Instructor in Medicine at Harvard 

Medical School, and an Associate Member of the Broad Institute. As a 

population and statistical geneticist, her research examines the role of 

human history in shaping global genetic and phenotypic diversity. Given 

vast Eurocentric study biases, she quantifies the transferability of knowledge 

gained from large-scale genetic studies across globally diverse populations. She is particularly 

interested in ensuring that the translation of genetic technologies via polygenic risk does 

not exacerbate health disparities induced by these study biases. Towards this end, she is 

supported by an NIH K99/R00 grant to develop statistical methods for multi-ethnic studies. She 

received her Ph.D. in genetics and M.S. in biomedical informatics from Stanford. 
 

Benjamin Neale, Ph.D., is an assoc. prof. in the Analytic and Translational Genetics Unit at 

Mass. General Hospital, assoc. prof. in medicine at Harvard Medical School, 

and an institute member at the Broad Institute. He has over a decade of 

experience in advancing statistical methodology for genetic studies. Most of 

his genetics research involves psychiatric phenotypes such as ADHD, PTSD, 

autism, schizophrenia, and addiction. He is also senior author of a GWAS that 

seeks to identify variants associated with non-heterosexual behavior and the genetic correlation 

between that behavior and several reproductive and neuropsychiatric phenotypes (under 

review). The lead authors of that study (some of whom are members of the LGBTQ community 

themselves) engaged the LGBTQ community as they were considering undertaking that work 

and developed a FAQ to accompany the paper when it is published. 
 

Rohan Palmer, Ph.D., is an asst. prof. of psychology at Emory. He earned his Ph.D. at the 

Institute for Behavioral Genetics at the University of Colorado at Boulder, 

then completed a NIMH postdoctoral fellowship in child mental health at 

Rhode Island Hospital and Brown University, where he conducted research 

on childhood/adolescent behaviors that predispose individuals to substance 

use and disorders (SUDs). In 2012, he was awarded a NIAAA Mentored 

Research Scientist Award (K01) and joined the faculty at Brown. His current research involves 

whole genome studies of alcohol use disorder and comorbid substance use problems. 
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James Tabery, Ph.D., is an Associate Professor of Philosophy at the University of Utah. His 

research focuses on the philosophy of science, applied ethics, and their 

intersection. On the philosophy of science side, he investigates questions of 

causation and explanation in biology, with particular attention to gene-

environment interaction (GxE). G×E has resided at the heart of the nature-

nurture debate since the very origins of the concept. He has explored the history of this 

research, as well as the philosophical issues it raises. His book, Beyond Versus: The Struggle 

to Define the Interaction of Nature and Nurture (MIT Press), combined the history, philosophy, 

and bioethics of GxE. On the applied ethics side, he explores how the answers to those 

questions have ethical, legal, and social implications: How should the results of genetic 

research be figured into genetic screening programs? What does biological research say about 

“human nature” or the difference between “normal” and “abnormal” humans? Does research 

that reveals biological mechanisms of bad behavior undermine free will and responsibility? 
 

Eric Turkheimer, Ph.D., is the Hugh Scott Hamilton Professor of psychology at the University 

of Virginia. He is an Associate Editor of Behavior Genetics, was awarded the 

2009 James Shields Memorial Award for outstanding research in Behavioral 

Genetics, and is a past President of the Behavior Genetics Association. His 

current research includes detection of GxE interactions in twin studies of 

intelligence, development of statistical methods for analyses of children of 

twins, and the use of twins to establish quasi-experimental control in studies of developmental 

associations between parenting behavior and offspring outcomes in adolescence. His research 

goal is to explore the possibilities and limitations of behavior genetics as a means of expanding 

the scope and rigor of human behavioral science; he is skeptical of GWAS and PGS. 
 

Patrick Turley, Ph.D., is a postdoc at the Analytic and Translational Genetics Unit at Mass. 

General Hospital, with additional affiliations with the Broad Institute of MIT 

and Harvard and the Behavioral and Health Genomics Center of the 

University of Southern California. He is also the chair of the Method 

Development Working Group and a member of the SSGAC Steering 

Committee. He is a prominent early-career statistical geneticist and a world 

authority on methodological concerns when applying genetic data to social science questions. 

He was the primary developer and first author of the MTAG method (Nature Genetics 2018), a 

widely-used approach for combining GWAS summary statistics for different traits to boost 

statistical power for each of them. He is currently working on several projects designed to 

improve the generalizability of polygenic scores across groups of different ancestries and in 

admixed populations. He received his Ph.D. in economics from Harvard in 2016. 


