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ROCHESTER PARKS AS PLAY-
GROUNDS.
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made for all kinds of

By Aexawoper B. L
President of the Board of Pcri
Commissioners of Rochester.
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Park C i of Roch

N. Y, to not only bring its park
system to the highest state of material
beauty as regards landscape adornment
and the cultivation of trees, shrubs, and
flowers, but also minister to the intel-
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the smaller ones of the city.

In May, 1902, the Children's Play-
ground League of Rochester was organ-
ized. This association became useful in
co-operating with the Park Board in the
dcvdumo(theplayumdsandu-

initial practical work. The importance

gave the death blow to a vicious social
condition which compelled the children
of the city in congested sections to con-
gregate in streets, alleys, vacant lots,
etc., to seek amusement that often led
to mischief and vice. Devoid of all
supervision their play often became quar-
nhone.bmmrudeudnqun—

characters of the children by associa-
tion with those of vicious tendencies.
All this danger is being gradually elimi-
natedbythemodwmofmnd

in our public playgrounds.
Thecxpmﬁlnnoszomhnyarfor

of the can be d when
it is stated that in 1906 theanﬂnhnc:
of children at Brown's Square bered

61,287, an increase of more than 20,000
over that of th: preceding year.
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about a new movement in our city in the
interests of athletics.

At the Brown's Square playground a
smuofa&lmcmboﬁﬁeldand

ing to ages. A football squad was or-

ized.  Yachti P i
up around the spacious pool that had
been provided and toy ship contests be-
came popular. Bronze and rubber prizes
and trophy shields were given success-
ful competitors.  Opportunities for
shower baths and swimming were en-
joyved by the children in summer. The

of the playground work
mybemnstkndmof(beveyhut
investments of the public money that has
ever been authorized.

The playground at Brown's Square is
now so complete in its equipment that
it may be considered a model by all pro-
gressive communities, and as the years
go by it will doubtless be duplicated in
every section of our city. A competent
staff of teachers and supervisors for the
playgrounds was organized at the incep-
tion of the movement, and continues in
active service.

But to a far greater extent have the
provisions for athletics and sports been
extended in the great parks of Rochester
which appeal to both children and
adults.

At Seneca and Maplewood parks
much has been provided to afford health-
ful diversion for mind and body. There



tracted crowds numbcering from twenty
to thirty thousand people at a time. In
that portion of the park known as Ma-
plewood, there occur annually Indian

and near the entrance to the latter is a
commodious building for indoor diver-
sions in bad weather, while fronting it
is a wide space of ground equipped with

one—are divided by the lower falls of
the Genesee, and its noble stream made
strikingly romantic in appearance by the
wonderful geological formation of the
cliffs below the falls, which give a his-
tory of past ages. In unmhistakable lan-
guage printed in layer and Strata, it tells
of the inconceivably vast periods of

experts as fine as any public golf course
in the country. There is also a cricket
field, tennis courts, and a iarge space for
Skieets plivy Z ikl & Gher-

Club, the Y. M. C. A. Athletic and Boat-
ing Club, Genesee Valley Golf Club, and
to about a dozen private boat clubs hav-
ing a sufficiently large membership.
Under these privileges there are over
one thousand canoes and small boats
used in this part of the Genesee River.
Among the notable events that have
occurred in this park are the annual fox
chase, kite day, water carnivals and
illuminated regatta, aquatics, hurdle
races, running broad jump, shot put, and
the usual ball games.

Y i in athletic sports,
drew an attendance of over 60,000 people.
In concluding this brief summary of
our park diversi and playg d:
want of space precludes the mention of
many details, and particularly the pro-
vision made for Saturday and Sunday
concerts by a regularly organized park
band.

Musical p are rendered in
our parks on all occasions of festivity,
celebration and recreation. This gives
an additional charm to all events, afford-
ing cheerful vibrations and cultivating
the taste for the beautiful.




THE PLAYGROUND AND ITS PLACE
IN THE ADMINISTRATION OF
A CITY.

By Hmau H. Epczzrox,
Mayor of the City of Rochester.

HE city of Rochester is very justly

open air is good for all of us, it is espe-
cially beneficial to the
cooped up in a demse mass
much of the time, and whose
otherwise spent in over-heated rooms,
dodging vehicles in crowded streets.
Nor is it health alone that the child
chbtains great benefit from these play-
grounds, for they have a direct bearing
upon its mind and character. Careful
play supervision, at this period when
the mind is plastic, naturally affects the
child’s tastes and habits, and gives it a
better start for the battle of life. These
playgrounds, in the congested districts
of a noisy, dusty city, form small oases
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where children can catch a gl

nature and a breath of air, and where,
under thoughtful supervision, they may
be vastly strengthened in mind and body.
Play is essential to the child. It is his
natural right. Deprived of it, and he

becomes prematurely old, a mere autom-

aton, without the sparkle and zest which
render him attractive and fit for devel-
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Not all of the good results of play-
grounds necessarily belong to future

velopment.




