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THE IIELATION 0~ PLAYQIIOUNDS 
TO IOCIAL CENTElta. 

Bv "-w. G,_ M. Fona, 
Pusiuwl of 1/w s-, of E.lwoholo. 

11"'HE IOCial cmttts of Rocbestu 
'II, are uniq~ in cc.min respects and 

tbe9e ...._,. att proloandly sig­
ni6cant. These centers are founded 
upon the idea of th• use of public school 
baildinp - fo, tho people but by the 
people. Now York City uses th• public 
school baildiap for tho people. pnmd­
ing mr.ertaimnfflt and instnx:tion. Chi­
cago has p.-.mdod special bmldinp 
where the nrious ex.istina organizations 
and ,oclal ~ups in the community may 
mttt :ind dcvdop their cxclusiTe social 
intucsts. In Rochester the initiati'n is 
with the ,o••••ity itself. absolut ly 
free from the spirit of excltlSffenHS. 
dcvc.loping. in a most ~:arkablc- way, 
the community spirit ::md the com­
munity life, with the public school build­
ing as its ccnttt. The focus and cmta 
of this spirit of initi.itivc. the dynamic in 
this communal life is the l.[cn's Ci'ric 
Club. an organization wi1h the aft>Wed 
puf"J)OK of de,-clo;,ing the civic spirit 
and bringing it to boar for the bdt<r­
mont of tho whole community. 

Few who have not witncssied it an 
understand how party spirit. class spirit 
and nm race spirit fade out in the in­
tense ciric and community atmosphere 
of these clubs. It is puro democracy 
getting its opportunity to inform itself, 
working itself free from prejudice and 
narrowness by absolutely free and unre­
stricted discussion of any question and 
then cager to apply its new-found spirit 
of brotherhood to the development and 
exten.sion of community cnkrpri~. i. r.: 
enterprises, the benefits of which alt can 
sha.re. 

Political liberty· alone, even when it 
finds expression in universal suffrage, 
cannot solve the problem of democracy. 
The participation in gov~mment which 
comes with suffra~ may be used for 
exclusive intettSts. party int~ class 
interests. commercial interests, race in-

tcrests, local iatettsts. Gove:mmmt 
whicb is the product of th.,. cluhins 
i-.-s may ho IJRIIIIY and _, <D-­

gmder cml hatred and ..... ci-ril -.u. 
Pablic o6:ialo who got their officu by 
Kmns special interests, who en.fer ~ 
lie Iii• f,- odfish moti..._ exploit tho 
public rather than servo it, :u,d com,p­
tion iJ1ffitably results. Tbc pcoblom of 
democracy can never be solved by mere­
ly aiYina a man the right to vote. A 
government of mere majorities m:.y be 
as despotic and corrupt .ai any that ever 
existed. The only sa.lvatN>n of democ­
racy i.s in the ckvelopmcal of the com­
munity spirit. Thi:i spmt is laltffl. in 
ncry man. lt only nttds its appropriat.e 
stimulus to rouse 11. the .&ppropriate soil 
and atmosphere in which it may grow. 
U nlommately the oxtnmo indi<ridnalism 
•·lucb manifests itself in compctitin in­
dustry, compotitift rdision. and com­
peuuve 90cial life is dir«tly hostile to 
the community spirit, and our domoc• 
racy has yet to de,rdop institutions 
which are sa,ainely conummal in the 
smse that they appeal to and develop 
the objoctin, tho amnnaml intettst_ 
that reveal tho joy and satisfaction which 
come from co-operative effort for the 
common good; in short, institotions 
•hich break down the spirit and rcsults 
of exclusiveness and bring the rcmgni­
tion of man as man, a spirit which 
neither sceb nor asb for any good in 
which all cannot sbar<- Now tho social 
ttntcr sema.s to be exactly the appropri­
ate stimulus and soil to develop this 
ciYic spirit. It brings to the birth in a 
remarkable way the latent communal life 
and interesL The writer bas nCTer ht­
fore scen any such expression of pure 
democracy. such complete disappear­
ance of the udusi•e and selfish spirit 
and such positive intensity of civic in­
terest as is manifested in these clubs. 

That the time is ripe for such a move­
mmt is indicated by the eagerness with 
which mm enter these dubs and the en­
thusia.<-m :md interest with which the 
work is carried on. The civic dubs in­
dttd outrun tht social centers in the 



- tbat Ibey are bans fonMd where 
ao pro,risioa ia made for f1lll7 oqaipped 
IOCialcmtas. 

The rmtioa of IOCial --. .... 
putia,larlJ of die cmc dabl, to Ille 

~ - is obrioa. The 
_,- ollotacla to the d~ of 
planr-da are lint, the PRiadice. pu­
simony aacl mmnr rie,n of certain 
cJas.. of ~; seaJDd, the club 
of ldfiob iatams in their locaticm and 
distnllatioa ; third, the bootility of im­
medw• neipbon on ..- of Ibo 
noise one! disturbanc:o of so many chil­
dren •t play. In o•<T<Olllina .0 tbes< 
it is impouible to overest:iaiate the pov.•­
er anU inftllmC'e of the civic clot.. Their 
united action will become irresistible in 
det:m:11inina: appropriatioas adequate for 
proJM!r maintenance and extension. in 
banishing from the problem of loation 
and distribution the greedy, selfish spirit. 
the deals and dickers which grow oat of 
that curse of municipal ao•ttm1t~ the 
idea that a man must grab an he can 
for bis own ward or district, no matttt 
what becomes of the rest of the com­
munity, and. above all, in furthering the 
profoand edacationol work which the 
new science of childhood makes neces­
sary. In the lost onalysis the pb:,gronnd 
movCIDC'llt. if it is to have a strong and 
permanent growth, must find a soil of 
public sentiment which comprehends a 
new revelation of the nature and nttds 
of childhood, and replaces the hostility, 
condemnation and repression of much of 
the traditional, igoorant judgment of 
childhood with the keen sympathy one! 
insight which sees the whole future of 
the child dependent upon the satisfac­
tion of its instinctive cravings for activ­
ity in a wholesome environment. The 
dCTd-nt of social ccntcn in Roches­
ter, tboogb in its very bcg;nning, sccms 
to indicate that no better agency can be 
dcYis<d for the support of playgrounds. 
lt is in exactly the spirit ahem, dcscnbed 
that the social centers ban thus far ex­
erted their inllacncc, and they arc des­
tined to cnabo an atmosphorc in which 
c.crything will ftoarisb which makes for 

~ with cbildbood, far the .... 
......... for aood citiaauip, ud IDr 
the - welfare. 

THE PLAYGIIOUND AND ITS PLACE 
IN THE A-INlffllATION OI' 

A CITY. 

BY HmAII H. EDGarot<, 
II.yo, of tlw c;,, of Roc/lulw. 

W HE city of Rocbestcr ia -, jutly 
.:I,, proud of th• pro,,isioas for play-

_.,. which it bu made darina 
th• last few ycan. That there is D<ed of 
tbcs< open spaces for cbildrm in cilia, 
where there is au ner-increasioa popu­
lation, ao oac can doubt. Exercise in th• 
open air is aood for ;all of us, it is espe­
cially bcndicial to the child who is 
cooped np in a daae mass of homes 
much oi the tnuc. and whose days att 
othen\ i.st! :tpclll in o•er-heated rooms. or 
dodain& vehicles ir crowded strttts. 

Nor is it bcaltb alono that tho child 
tbtains gn-at bcndit from tbac play­
grounds, for they have a dittct bearing 
npoa its mind and character. Careful 
pby _.;sion, at this period when 
the mind is plastic, natnnlly affects the 
child's tastes one! ha),;ts, one! gives it a 
better start for the battle of life. These 
playgroands, in the conscsted districts 
of • noisy, dmty eity, form small oases 
..-here children can catch a 11impoc of 
nature and a breath of afr, and where, 
under thoushtful supervision. they may 
be vastly strengthened in mind one! body. 
P'..ay is essential to the child. It is his 
n~tural right. Deprived of it, and be 
becomes prematurely old, a mere autom­
aton, without the sparkle and ust which 
render him attractive and fit for deve.1-
opmmt into successful manhood. 

Not all of the aood results of play• 
grounds necessarily belong to future 
gmentioas. There arc many substan­
tial present benefits which the city ad­
ministration fttls. The polia, n,ports, 
for insta.oce, show a marked dec:re:ue in 
tl1c nmnbcr of juvenile arrests dnring 
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- of .. periodo of Ille - ... . ...,.,_. __ 
0-of ____ oa....,. 

onl witb Ille palllill,ed - 111M 
"Roclaea, plaJ11cwdo, ud die --­
miJls-pools iii Ille pub, ban .-Jledia 
amadaaaller......,of---...a 
deall,a of cllildrm clariaa the ,.. yar 
than -1 • Ria romnl for Ille -­
mer of 1905 showed that oaly im. cW­
<hH wen: drowaed iii the caah llllll 
otller ............ Ille en, ..... ., 
•- in otller :,ean has bftn fifteen 
or hienlJ. 

TIie pat nlae of pla,.,.,... llu 

-- eotallliobed beyond raooaa1i1e .-. 

tioa. Uadooalittclly tbett an <ilimltia 
to - awftlCtioao to .. made, 
aDd 2 • • ative iaa+,o, ~••• to Ile 
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Wirfttloeoewill•--,lisal.fora 
-. fr-■t,t witll., - paai­
llilitia for ....... wiD - .. retarded ., 
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-- A laqe amMer of oar pbilaa­
thropic cilinM 11ft .., iataated iii 
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......... Thei:- ......._ ......... 

dtt_,i and -- - dhctm, ., 
pnclical ~ ..... Ille city .......... 
tioa ii llad to co-oporate witll than ill 
tllil ~ field of aa,icipal de-
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