
llaprlnted fro. Chapter 117, Seaalon of 
1907 of the Senate and General Aaaembly 
of the State of llev .Jeraey. 
Ravlaad at Seaelon of 1908, Chapterl08. 

Ne,v Jersey 
Playground Law 

Reprinted by the 

Playground Association of America. 
1 Madison Avenue, New York Cirr 

and by rhe 

Playground Extension Committee of the 
Russell Sage Foundation. 

' 



NEW JERSEY PLAYGROUND LAW. 

S....ion of 1007 Chapter 117. Revised at Seoelon or 1008, 
Chapter 108. 

" An act ooncerning playgroDDd• ud n,c,reatlon place8 la 
cilie• of thi• State, ud proriding for the e11tabliallment, eqnlp­
ment, control, a,,.. ud regulation thereof." 

Be it enacted by the Senate ud General Aaembly or the 
State of New Jeney :-

1. In any r.lty of this State tile mayor of such city ma:,, in 
his dbcretion, appoint three &t and sait&ble persons, citizen, 
and residents or aacll city, who •hall be confirmed by the 
Common Council or other governing body or such city u com­
miasiooere or playgrounds, and who shall constitute and be 
known u the Board of Playgrou.nd Commiasionere ohoch city. 
The commiMionere firot appointed under this act in any city 
ohall bold office for the term or ont0, two and three years, re­
spectively, u fixed and <I.signaled by the mayor in their 
respective appointment&, and after the firet appointments •uch 
commiosioncre shall be appoint...! fot the full term of three 
yeare; vacancies shall be filled for the une:1pired term only. 
They shall not receive any salary or other compeoaation for 
their seniceo. 

2. It shall be the duty of such hoard, from time to tim,,, to 
select in different parts and sections of the city for which they 
are appointed, land• for public playgrounds and recreation 
places, of such size and dimeoaions u they shall think suitable, 
regard being had to the population of the neighborhood, and 
to cause surveys and maps lo be made thereof, together with a 
careful estimate, u nearly accurate u may be, off.be probable 
cost of acquiring aaid lands, if it is propoeed to purohaae or 
condemn the same, and a sl•temeut of the annual rental and 
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duration or term, if it is proposed to le..., the same, together 
with an eo,imate or the cost or prepalring said lands, and of 
suitably NjUipping the oame, hy the erection of building,. 
•land•, oeato and other strnctun,o and apparatuo for play­
grounds and recreation pl&<.-eo. wbich aan-eys. mapo aad esti­
mate• shall be oabmitted to the t-ommon cuuncll or other body 
of such city hning control of the financet1 with a N!f(Dest that 
&11 appropriation be made for the purpo"" of u-qoiring or leas­
i■g .. id l&11ds and pn,paring and •nl&ably equipping the same. 
If the common council or other body of such city, by rHOlo­
tion, authorize the ■eqoillition of tbe said land• and appropriate 
a 1111m for the purchue and equipment thereor, the said hoard 
shall proceed to acquire .. id landa by purchue ur condemna­
tion, or lease lhe same, as th<' cue may be, and •oitably to 
pn,pan, and equip the same for a playground and n,creation 
place. If the land ui coadem■ed &11d the award exceed,, the 
amount appropruited for its ■eqoi•ition the commU1Bionen ,ball 
immediately submit the award to the common <-ooncil or body 
hning control of the financet1, and oat ... they approve the 
same, •hall within twenty days from the 61ing of the n,port of 
the commi"8ionen abandon tbe cundemnatoon proceedings. In 
cue of condemnation proceedings •itber party then,to ,ball 
b..-e the right to appeal from the award of the commi88iooers. 
'l'he title to all lands oo purcbued or taken shall vest in the 
city, and all leases oflaod for the purpose of thi• act •hall be 
in the name of the city. 

3. 'l'he Board or Playground Commi88ioners oball have full 
control o,·er all lands, playgrounds and recreation places ac­
quired or leased under the provisions of this act and may adopt 
snitable ruleB, regulations and by-law• for the use thereof, and 
the conduct of all person• while on or using the ••me ; and 
any person or penon• wbo shall violate any of such roles, 
regulations or by-laws •hall be deemed and adjudged to be a 
disord~rly person. Tbe custodians and assistants appointed 
by the board shall, while on duty and for the pnrpose of pre­
serving order and the observance of the mies, regulations and 
by-laws or the board, have all the powers and authority of 
police officen of the respective cities in and for which they are 
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severally appointed. The said boud •hall hne J>UWer anti llay gnnt ue 
authority. in it.• Jiscn-tioa. to grant permit.iilf from time to time. :~~= 
for the uoe or the ..-bole or part of any playground or recrea- •"· 
lion plal.-e ha-Yint an area of at lea!U fil"e acres, for an outdoor 
eshibilioo. (.'ODC~rt. game or eoote$t, upon ~ucb te.rma or con-
dilioao a• it ma~· d~m proper. The •aid board may authorize 
the bolder of any ucb ~nnil to cha'll" and collect an admi .. 
aioa ree from each ~rao• enteriag the playground or recreation 
place to witne. 8UCb e.i:bibition, concert. game or contest, 
provided lbal no 8Ucb ~rml\ ohaU be ginn for the o.,. or och 
grooad or plac,e for more than 1..-enty-foor houn. The .. 1d Atoi,tuta. 

board may appoia\ a eecretary or clerlt and ueb number of 
cuotodian and a .. b!\anlo for the several playgrouado aad I'\'· 

creation place•"" they ohall think ..,.,_.,_ bnt the .. 1arieo Salarieo llud 

of all •uch ollk"'"· nuslodi.u• and U11islaut1 •ball be fixed and by ..-ii. 
Jelermioed by the common count.i.1 or oLhe.r budy ha \'"in~ con-
trol or the finance or the city. 

4. The common coundl or body ha,·ing L-ODlrul of the 
finances or ea<cb city having such playgrounds shall annually 
fix, deh:.rmine aml approttriate a snm sufficient. for the care, 
custody, policing and maiutenan~-e of such playground• and 
recreation places, and for the expen!!eS or the se,·eral hoardo of 
commiss.ioners. which sum shaJl be raised hy taxation as other 
taxes are raised in such city. The common council or other 
body ha,·ing control of the finances shall pro,-ide a ouitable 
office or offices for said board of commissioners of playgrounds. 

5. The sum or aums of money necessary to pay for lands 
purchased or condemned for such playgrounds and recreation 
places and for preparing and e<tuipping the same, from time to 
time. may be raised and provided by the common council or 
body ba,·ing control of the finances by general I.nation ao other 
ta.xes are raised and levied, or by the ifl8ue or temporary Joan 
bonds, or by the issue or temporary bonds of the .particular 
city. If permanent bonds are i88ued they shall ht, for not less 
than thirty nor more than fifty years, shall bear interest not 
exceeding four per ceotum per annum, and shall be sold at not 
le88 than their par ,-afue. If permanent bonds are issued there 
shall be raised ea,·h year by general taxation by the dty i•-
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suing tbe same. as other taxes are raised and let"ied, a sum 
sufficient to pay the &!lnua_l ioterEat and a_lso a eum (or a @ink­
ing fund for uch bond•. •ufficieot to meet, pay aud retire the 
.. me at maturity. If temporary loan bond• are i•ooed, th~y 
ohall be oo i""oed that at leut one-fifth thereof ohall be doe 
and pa,•ahle each year. and there •ball be raioed each year by 
~oeral taxation a aum oofficient to pay and retire the tem­
porary loan bonda falling doe that year. All mooeya received 
by the .._id board ahall be paid o,·., to the city treuorer and 
be by him kept in a apecial food, which ahall be olled only for 
the purpoae of defraying the expenaea of improving, maintain­
ing or policing the playground• of th~ city. 

6. Each @eetioo of tbi• act and every part of each aection 
are hereby declared to be independent aection• and parta of 
;,ectiono and the holding of any aectioo or part thereof to be 
,·ohl, inel't,elh·e or unt.-ODal'it.utional for any cause shall not 
effect any other aectioo or part thereof· and this act •ball tab 
effect immediately. 

Approved April 7. 1008. 


