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GREETING FROM PRESIDENT TAFT 

THE WHITE HOU81E 
WASHIN8TON 

11,. dear Sir: 

April 30, 1909. 

I greatlJ' regret that I cannot be with J'OU 
at J'OUr third annual congress at Pittsburgh, 
from 11a, 10th to 14th of this year, but I 
write to express m, moat sincere aympathJ' in 

the work which ,our .Association is doing. 

I do not know &nJ'thing which will con­
tribute more to thf strength and moralitJ' of 
that generation of bOJ' ■ and girls compelled to 

re-in part of urban population■ in this 
countrJ', than the institution in their cities 
of plaJ'grounda where their hours of leisure 

can be occupied bJ' rational and healthful 
exercise. The advantage is twofold: 

In the first place, idleness and confine­
ment in a narrow space in the city, in house ■ 

and cellars and unventilated dark rooms, is 
certain to suggest and bring ab~ut pernicious 

occupation and.create bad habits. Gamblins, 
drinking, and other forms of vice are promoted 
in such a restricted mode of life. 

In the second place, an opportunitJ' for 
hard, earnest, and joyous pla,. improves the 
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health, develops the muscles, expands the 
lungs, and teaches the moral lessons of atten­

tion, self-restraint, courage, and patient 

effort. 
I think every city is under the strongest 

obligation to its people to furnish to the 

children, from the time they begin to walk 
until they reach manhood, places within the 
city walls large enough and laid out in proper 

form for the playing of all sorts of games 
which are known to our boys and girls and are 
liked by them_ 

I sincerely hope that your present conven­
tion may be a success, and that the work which 

you have begun may go on unfil no city in this 
country is without suitable playgrounds for 
the children of those who but for such city 

assistance in this regard would be without 

them. 
Sincerely yours, 

Luther Halsey Gulick, Esquire, 
President Playground Association of America, 

1 lladison Avenue, New Yo~k City. 



CONFERENCE OF MUNICIPAL REPRESENTA­
TIVES 

.. A SAFER, SANER FOURTH OF JULY" 

The Conference of Municipal Representatives of the Third 
Annual Playground Congress, hdd in Pittsburgh, was opened 
on Friday morning, May 14th, by Hon. William A. Magee, the 
Mayo, of Pittsburgh, who acted as presiding officer of the meet­
ing. 

In response to invitations which had been issued by Mayo, 
Magee to the executives of cities in the United States having 
a population of five thousand and over, and certain cities of 
Canada and Mexico, forty-five municipalities responded by 
sending to the Congress one 01 more delegates to represent their 
cities in the various sessions, and especially in the &,ofe,ence 
of Municipal Representatives. The list of these ddegates 
is as follows: 

°" -Altoona, Pa ............... Walter S. Greevy 
Rev. Morgan M. Sheedy 

BaltimOle, Md ............ Thomas F. Beadenkoff 
Geo,ge W. Ehler 
Mary B. Steuart 

Beaver Falls, Pa ........... Andrew Lester 
Boston, Mass .............. Dr. Thomas F. Harrington 
Buffalo, N. Y ............. Harry A. Allison 
Camden, N. J ............. Albert De Unger 

Frederick A. Finkeldey 
Edward Francis 

Chicago, lll ............... Frederick Greeley 
Theo. A. Gross 
Amalie Hofer 
Charles A. Sartain 
Theo. Szmergolski 
Graham Romeyn Tayl01 

Cincinnati, 0 .............. M. C. Longenecker 

.. 
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°" -Columbus, 0 .............. Mrs. P. J. Anderson 
Dayton, 0 ................ J. L. Johnson 
Denver. Colo ............. . Margaret Giddbgs 
Duquesne, Pa ............. Charles E. Wright 
East Liverpool. 0 .......... T. H. Wilkinson 
East Orange. N. J ......... Lincoln E. Rowley 
Elizabeth, N. J ............ Richard E. Clement 
Fort Wayne. Ind .......... Mrs. 0. N. Guldlin 
Indianapolis. Ind .......... Robert Fischer 
Kalamazoo. Mich .......... Bessie Bacon Goodrich 
Kansas City. Mo ........... Mrs. Viola Dale McMurray 
Louis,ille. Ky ............. Clara Fitch 
Mansfield, 0 .............. Susan M. Stu.rges 
McKeesport. Pa ........... Mayor H. S. Arthur 

Murray B. Walker 
Minneapolis. Minn ......... C. T. Booth 
New Britain, Conn ... _ .... Warren S. Slater 

J. Herbert Wilson 
Newark, N. J ............. William J. McKiernan 

Randall D. Warden 
New Orleans, La .......... . Mrs. 0. A. Stallings 
New York, N. Y ........... Howard Bradstreet 

Supt. Seth T. Stewart 
Pensacola. Fla ............. John Bradford 
Philadelphia, Pa ........... F. D. Sears 
Pro~idence, R. I. .......... Mary Josephine O'Connor 
Racine, Wis ............... E. S. Martin 
Riverside, Cal ............. W. P. Gulick 
Rochester, N. Y ........... John Hall 

Henry W. Morgan 
Winfred J. Smith 
Henry H. Stebbins 
E. J. Ward 

Seattle, Wash ............. Tracy Strong 
St. Louis, Mo ............. Charlotte Rumbold 
St. Paul, Minn ............ Carl F. Rothfuss 
Scranton, Pa .............. C.R. H. Jackson 
Springfield, Mass .......... Edward T. Broadhurst 

H. W. Bull 
George D. Chamberlain 
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a., -Springfidd, Ila& ......... John J. Collins 
Charles E. Ladd 
Henry Lasker 
William Orr 

Steubalville, 0 ............ Isabella Tappan 
Toledo, 0 ................. DT. Mary E. Law 

G. M. Martin 
Mrs. Fannie M. Perkins 
Mrs. Pauline Steinem 

Toronto, Canada .......... R. H. Graham 
H. C. Hocken 
R. C. Vaughan 
James Wilson 

Urbana. 0 ................ DT. H. C. Houston 
Washington. D. C .......... DT. Henry S. Curtis 
Wheeling, W. Va .......... Anne M. Cummins 

Miss E. J. Cummins 
Kate Hazlett 
R. B. Naylor 

Winnipeg, Canada ......... Mrs. John Dick 

The meeting concerned itself with discussions of what bas 
been done in some cities and what it is desirable to do toward 
celebrating lndependence Day in a safe, sane, and adequate 
manner. At the close of the discussions, the Secretary of the 
meeting. Mr. Leonard P. Ayres, summed up the various points 
that had been brought forward. 

Ho,,. W1LLIA» A. MAGEE made the follo..,ing introductory 
remarks: 

Tbis meeting, as you know, is held for the purpose of dis­
cussing our manner of celebrating the Independence of the United 
States. It bas been the custom in this city, as well as in every 
other city in the country, to have a celebration on the Fourth 
of July that shall remind us of the times and manner in which 
our independence was achieved; but it is apparent that we 
celebrate our liberty at an expense of money and at a cost of 
lives that is absolutely unnecessary, and it is fast becoming 
the general impression that we could celebrate our national 
holiday in a manner more fitting to the event, in a safer and 
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saner way with reference to life and property, and a1 an e,q,ea­
diture that woalcl be neither extravagant nor wasteful. A few 
cities in this country bave already made a good start to change 
the character of the celetmation. A - notable instance is 
that of Spring6eld, Massachusetts. We have with us Mr. 
William On- of that city, and I will ask him to open the dis­
cussion on the subject. 

INDEPENDENCE DAY: A CIVIC OPPORTUNITY 

W1LL1.&11 On 
,_.,o.ml--~-

Public opinion is now fully convinced of the folly, abuses, 
and cost of the prevailing observance of our great national 
holiday, and is quite ready to support definite and aggressive 
action for a better Fourth of July. Eac:h year more stringent 
and severe restrictions are plac:ed on the indiscriminate use of 
explosives anq fireworks. Cleveland, through her Common 
Counc:il, last July, prolulrited all use of cannon c:rac:kers, blank 
cartridges, and other explosives. The p.ress of the country 
supporU ,;gorously all measures aimed at curtailing the hours 
when fireworks and noise-making da;ces are used. Each year 
the Chicago T rilncW# compiles the roll of dead and wounded as the 
result of our c:elebration of the holiday. The totals for the last 
ten years amount to 5o8 killed and 29,o85 injured. The Amer­
ican Medical Association, whose tabulations are made in August, 
when the results from tetanus are apparent, reports an average 
of 174 deaths and 4500 wounded each year. 

These facts are influencing the popular mind to demand a 
reform in the observance of Independence Day. 

Our cities are also awakening to the large possibilities July 
Fourth affords for an impressive, instructive, and joyous civic 
festival. A rivalry is apparent in the strife for the best and most 
satisfying program of entertainment for the day. Interesting 
experiments are being made in different parts of the country 
to substitute music:, pageantry, sports, and organized fireworks 
and illuminations for the present hideous racket, noise, and 
danger. 

Under such conditions the experience of a community which 
has worked out the details of an attractive celebration and for-
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mu1ated a a.nera) policy for the conduct ol the day pmRSses 

peca)iar mi.at. Y oar attention is, therefore, called to the 
methods wlmeby in the lat .even years Sprincfield, llassa­
clnueUa, bu broapt to i- a radical cllan&e for the b«tff in 
her Poartla ol J111y. The i-lenbip waa taken by a group ol 
ci~ who arpmiaal in 1903 a la-lepe..- Day Aaocia­
acm.. Thia -.iUee bu pown in. esliamtion ol the com­
nnmity with each ,-r. h c u■wd• ~ apport in 

Balfalo BiD Joined u a Volunteer. Fourth of Jaly at Springlield. Kass. 

service and money, and is now recognized as an essential part of 
the civic life. Some weeks in ad.-ance of the holiday the Associa­
tion outlines a program of events to occupy in a wholesome way 
the attention of alt elements of the population, young and old. 
The various exercises are selected so as to encourage a widespread 
participation. A fund of $2500 is raisl!d by popular subscrip­
tion, and to this the city government adds $500. 

A concrete illustration of results is afforded by the celebra-
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lion ol. 1- year. At nine in the morning public interest was 
centered on the grand parade ol. militia. na,·al brigade. groups 
from Buffalo Bi11°a Wild West Show. compruriea of boys in 
pictun,9que unifora.. floats, reix-u,,g the achievements of 
the varioaa l'8(:e■ found in Springfield. and scenes from national 
and loc,al history portrayed after the fuhion ol. pageantry by 
school children. The moat unique and significant feature of 
this parade WM that "'- • the pageant of the nations, and 

The Contnoation of the Italian ~- Fourth ~ July at Spring&eld. 

the widespread interest it aroused warrants this detailed descrip­
tion by Miss Mary Vida Clark in Charities and The c-: 

"The nations came in huge floats, sailing majestically 
up the main street. First came the Swedes in a Vilr:ing 
ship with stalwart yellow-haired rowers at the oan; 
the English recalled Magna Chart&; the Scotch showed 
their Queen Mary, preceded by bare-kneed. kilted High­
landers swinging along with their tartans llymg, blowing 
real bagpipes; the Irish, modestly ignoring their. snccess 
in ruling this conntry, delved into their remote past and 
produced 'Columcille pleading for the bards'. There are 
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some two tboasand Greeks in the city. and the men whose 
mellifluous names distinguish oar candy and flower shops, 
amayed in classic""- and with flowing beards, showed 
us Socrates, Plato, Pericles. and Lycurgus, and lest we 
sboald be too much overawed by these princes in disguise, 
there followed after them, in gra,,efuJ symbolism, some 
fifty young G..eeb,liolding the sides of a huge American 
Hag, while over tlll!!-sboalders they carried smaller flags 

The Boys' Brigade. Fourth ol July at Springfield, !llass. 

of their national blue and white. The adaptable Italians, 
eager to prove their present glory like their past, fol­
lowed up their Michael Angelo and Galileo with Marconi. 
The French, coming by way of Canada, with special ap­
propriateness for this year, exhibited Champlain in bis 
boat on the St. Lawrence. William Tell was recalled by 
the Germans. The Chinese graciously conceded a native 
orchestra and a huge barge of wonderful tapestries, but 
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showed their ~ preference by waring American 
clothes and riding in hatb. Handsome rug merchants 
fTom Armenia displayed tbemselns and their families 
in gorseoaa embroideries. apinst a background of mag­
mfirent 1wicincs-The Syrias .,._.n~- pwed in a 
splendid oriental - ..,__ The Poles funushed a band. 
A groap ol fine-looking nepo veteras. from a regiment 

Signing the Declaration. Fourth of July at Springfield. Kass. 

that took Fort Wagner, was the only reminder of the Ci,-i! 
War. 

•· Surely, no citizen of Springfield, young or old. could 
see such an historic pageant of races and nationalities 
without gaining some appreciation of the nature of the 
modem contribution to our national life, or could escape 
having h.is outlook broadened by some glimpse of the 
American of the future that is to come out of this mingling 
of races and of race ideals, or could fail to see the general 
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poaibilities for improvement in the amalgamation of 
many of these people. bringing traditions of such beauty 
and nobility ... 

The procession munied to Court Square. the ci\"ic center, 
at ele,·en o"clock. in time for the literary exercises. The latter 
consisted of an oration on the responsibility of the people in the 

The Puritan Maidens. Fourth cl July at Springfield. Iba 

settlement of national questions. There was also choral singing 
conducted by a leading musical director of the city. A line effect 
was produced by the voices of several thousand people rendering 
in unison the great national lyrics of this and other lands and the 
hymns of the ages. At twelve o'clock the great crowd watched 
with greatest interest the ascent of two balloons. The national 
salute of forty-,;ix guns brought the morning exercises to a cl«-. 

In the aftcmoon games for the children and field and water 
sports for youth were held at Forest Park, a woodland .--va-
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tion in the south part of the city. Many families organized 
picnic parties and went to points of vantage from which to see 
the games and athletic contests. The slopes of the park at 
Pecousic, overlooking the Connecticut river, constituted a 
natural amphitheater from which to see the canoe. motor boat, 
and rowing races. Band concerts were held throughout the day 
and evening at selected centen in the city and the park. 

The evening illuminations and fireworks were noteworthy 

Signing the Treaty. Fourth of July at Springfield, 111-. 

and were partly under the direction of the Independence Day 
Association, which looked after Court Square and Main Street, 
and of district committees who organized and carried out local 
exhibitions• at various points. 

So carefully was the observance of the day planned that no 
accident of moment occuned, and there was no call on the fire 
department and but little demand on the police. More than this, 
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practically e,·ery citizen was interested directly or indirectly in 
the conduct of the cdebratinn. and all shared in an inspiring and 
uplifting entertainment. Lessons at cooperation and community 
service were taught in the best possible way, that is. by doing; 
and the ,·arious elements of the population were united in the 
bonds of a common endeavor. Ci,;c pride was stimulated. and 
the day was replete with sugg,,stions of the meaning and value 
of human liberty. 

This year more elaborate plans are under way and new ele-

Some Rml Xative Americans. Fourth of July at Springfield, Mass. 

ments of the community ar~ taking an active interest. The 
parade is to consist of fh·c di,;sions. First will be a series of 
pageants of scenes from the history of the city, such as the ar­
rival of the first settlers under William Pyncbeon; the purchase 
of land from the Indians; the passage of prisoners from Bur­
goyne's army; Shay's Rebellion, and the departure of troops for 
the war in Cuba. The remaining four divisions will constitute 
an exhibition of the business resources of Springfield; one sec­
tion will show the commercial enterprises, another the manufac­
turers, a third the i:rogress of science and invention as applied 
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to indastry, and a fourth die c:untribatiam of other people to 
our indastria. Thill 1IOtable ......_ parade ia made poaible 
by the hearty aapport and coilpel'atiml of -•llama, mmfac­
turen, members of labor 1IIDOIII, shoal diildn!ll, and the repre­
sentatives of die varioas natioaalities in SpiJcWcl. 

Polk ~ will be made a feature of die dlildrm'■ ca- at 
the park_ Great iDterat is being shown in die local di■plays 

in different aectioa■ of die city. Tbe citi■en■ will al■o coopenle 
in a general decantion of -· "°'-. and pablic baildinp 
with flap and bantimc, Poaters based Oil - in die pageant 
and aigm to~ bist.oric localities are being made by high ■cbool 
p,qlil■. 

Poarth of JIily • dna oa-ved ia redeemed fromjhe valpr­
ity, rawdyi■m. and...-. of die condhion■ that bave obtained 

. with mcreasmc --- in American citie■ for the pat im 
or fiftem yean. and beccams a true civic: fatival. iD■tinct with 
joy,~ and die ■prit of human brolherbood-the ftuits 
of the b'berty for which die fathers rontenckd. 

Independence Day ■boald be magni6ed u oar c:bief American 
holiday and its ~ emicbed by aD the ._.,.,. of en• 
tertainment at the command of the wDWWWDity. lludl -y be 
learned &om the old world a to pageantry, the - of form and 
color in pruce■aions and deoomion. and the uplift. dlythm, and 
,·olume of effect in choral singing. Tbe IICience of iDamiaation 
and limrork di■play■ under orpnmd control bu al■o been 
wrought out in Emope■n cities, while the far Eut bu much to 
teach us in the use of splendid tapestries and banginp in street 
decorations 'and processions. Immigrants bring with them per­
sonal experiences of great ,-alue in the conduct of popular festi­
vals. and are willing and eager to place this knowledge at the 
command of their chosen cities on this side of the Atlantic. 

Such a celebration is a mea,;is to larger ends than a day's 
enjoyment. important as that may be in an American city. 
Fourth of July becomes a community festival, in the <>tganisa­
tion and conduct of which all the elements of a city or town feel 
the joy and learn the value of cooperant action in the service of 
the public good. If our municipalities are to rid themselves of 
the evils of political jobbery' and official COrT11ption-1U11011g the 
darkest blots on our civilization-the citizen must have an active 
interest in all that pertains to community life and feel tbe;,re­
sponsal>ility that comes with a sense of ownership. These qual-
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ities of the people may be advanced by enliatiDg the interest 
and support of all in a common purpose, which involves the use 
of the ..-rces of a city in its many-sided activiti"5, public 
and private, ita schools, parks, squares, streets, river fronts, 
lakes, and immediate environs, as factors in a popular holiday. 

Love of the city and pride in her~. sure to grow out 
of such experiences, will make her sons zealous for her outward 
beauty and jealous of the parity of her inner life. When men 
suffer in heart by reason of municipal corruption, righteous in­
dignation will soon drive out the trafficken in public office at the 
expense of the public treasury. 

The individual human units, the personal facton. the sum 
total of which constitute the community, city, state, or nation, 
profit much &om a sane and fitting observance of Independence 
Day. Danger to life and limb and actual injury are even no"· 
common incidents of the barbarous license permitted in so many 
localities in the name of patriotism. In place of this hideous and 
dangerous din, the advocates of a better order of things would 
substitute a wealth of well planned entertainment. rich in the 
elements that appeal to the best sentiments. and emotions. 
Pleasurable excitement to quicken interest and ample variety 
to held attention will be supplied. Such "-'<periences, repeated 
yearly on a generation, would change entirely the conception 
of how people in the mass should seek enjoyment, expand pa­
triotic feeling and love of country, and train a citizenship cri­
tically appreciative of the best. The reflex effect on morals and 
conduct is clearly helpful. 

But still higher possibilities are potential in our national 
holiday. Independence Day owes its origin and existence to 
the fundamental human instinct for freedom, liberty, and oppor­
tunity. All men, the Scot with his memories of Bannockburn, 
the ·Englishman with Magna Charta, the Frenchman as he cele­
brates the fall of the Bastille, the Italian as he lauds Ganl>aldi, 
are on common ground with the American and his Declaration 
of Independence. The local and particular significance of the 
day as the anniversary of a revolt against the tyranny of a cer­
tain monarch has become merged in the larger and broader 
conceptions of human liberty. Independence Day thus be­
comes a festival qf humanity. The emotions, the aspirations, 
and the ideals it symbolizes are the common heritage of the race. 
It constitutes a: potent influence for bringing into unity the 



appuently clmne elelnmta bnNght by immigration into our 
IOCial, civic, Uld indllSbial life. The supreme tu1< ol this 
coantry ia to ., combine the diatinctive qualities ol theae races 
that while oar institutions Uld government maintain their in­
tegrity, the American people now in the making, may be a 
ccmpoaite of the beat in thoee who come to aa from - the 
-. Such a aolvent to reject prejadice. pride, Uld provincial­
ism, and to aelect the noblest traits and powers al humaaity, 
is at command in a celebration of July Poarth comacted on a 
level worthy al the day. The memories al the amiheawwwy and 
their appeal to the imagination, with the quickening inluence 
al the festival spirit, induce a ready respome to all inftnences. 
Sachl-ts. the teacher 1mows. constitute the greatest 
~ty for instruction and inspiration. 

Independence Day recalls the lines ol Lowell: 

.. When a - ia done for (,-tom. 
. Tbrouab the broad eutb'a aching breast 
Rum a tbrill ol joy prophetic 

Trembling on lrom Eut to w-. 
And the slave. when,'er be cowers. 

Feela the -1 within bim climb 

To~~wful -::~ manhood 
01 a c,mury -e.:: luD bkaomed 

On the tboray stem ol time ... 

Let it be observed-one might say consecrated-as to make 
the possession of all bis splendid "ision of the world: 

·• For mankind are one in spirit. 
And an imtinct bean along 

Round tbe eutb's electric cin:le 
The •wilt flash ol rigbt or wrong. 

Whether comcious or uncomcious. 
Yet Humanity's vut frame 

TbrougJ, its ocean-nnder-ed fibres 
Feels the gush o1 joy oc sbame. 

In the gain or Joss of one race. 
AD the,_ have equal claim.'" 

DISCUSSION 

MR. FREDERICK A. F1NKELDEY, of Camden, N. J., spoke as 
follows: 

In the ward in which I live, the eleventh ward of Camden, 
situated on the outskirts of the city, there is a population of not 
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more than four thousand. For the past four or five years we 
have had in that ward a so<alled Patriotic Association, the ob­
ject of which bas been to raise funds for the celebration of the 
Fourth of July. We celebrate the occasion in this manner. 

All the school children in the eleventh ward and in the neigh­
boring wards are invited. We have more children in the eleventh 
waro on the Fourth of July than are in all the schools on the East 
Side, for the children come &om all over the city. . In the lint 
place. we ba\"e simple games and plays, and competition where 
the children are old enough. Each child receives a prise-for 
instance. a fan, a handkerchief, or a ball and bat. Following the 
games we have singing by the children. We have been able to 
secure the sen,ices of the Director of Music. who leads in the 
singing on that day; that is, be aids us for that special occasion, 
there being no ~ious rehearsals. Then we have an address 
b)' the mayor or a prominent citizen of the town, and following 
that comes a monster parade-at least, we call it so. The parade 
consists of all the school children and the patriotic association9-­
the Sons of America and lodges such as the Red Men and the 
Odd Fellows. The latter have for the past two years joined us. 
At the conclusion of the parade an address is delivered by some 
prominent man. and in the ei;ening--we have been compelled 
to compromise-we still have fireworks, but they are set off in 
front of the woods, where no harm can result. The man who 
supplies the fireworks bas also the contract for setting them off. 
The result is that thousands of people are drawn from all parts 
of Camden to see the display. The street car lines are compelled 
to put on extra cars and run them out to the suburbs to accom­
modate the thousands who come to witness our celebration. 

For the past few years we have succeeded in raising for this 
celebration from S650 to S8oo each year, just from the citizens 
residing in the eleventh ward; and it is comparatively easy to 
procure the money. Tbe city does not do anything toward the 
celebration except to supply the additional policemen. This 
convinces me that it is not nearly as bard as some of you may 
think to get tbe American public to contribute toward the cele­
bration of our national birthday, and to substitute something 
of this character for the individual celebration. The eleventh 
ward of Camden shows that it can be done even in a small com­
munity. The collectors do not go for money outside of that ward, 
and there are poor people li~ing in that section-men working 
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in carshops. who do not earn more than the average working­
man. The sum is not contributed in large amounts, but in small 
contributions of twenty-five and fifty cents; and where the 
committee members have Jmcnrn families to be very poor, those 
families have not been asked. But we often found that those 
people felt insulted, because of not having been asked. A boy 
&um such a family will come to the committee and bring fifty 
cents, saying that it had been sent hy his father as a contnbu­
tion to the cause. 

We are not saying this in any boastful spirit, but I am more 
than glad to add this contribution to the discussions, for it 
appears to me that it is pcaa"ble to get from the people the means 
to defray the expense of celebrating the Fourth of July in a ra­
tional manner, everybody being interested in the national- an­
nh·enar}·. 

Mas. PAULINE STBINIUI, of Toledo, Ohio, spoke as follows: 

The city of Toledo for the past fh-e years has had a very 
quiet celebration of the Fourth of July. Five years ago the 
mayor of the city, Hon. Samuel II. Jones, known as the "Golden 
Rule Mayor", lay at the point of death. He was greatly beloved; 
it seemed to everybody as though a friend lay sick, and the 
children felt that they must not make any noise to disturb the 
sick mayor. N'o firecrackers were exploded ou that day. It 
was the most quiet Fourth you can imagine. The mayor died 
not very many mouths later, and ever since then the city of 
Toledo has had a peaceful Fourth of July. 

The change is due simply to the fact that public sentiment 
!us turned in favor of celebrating the Fourth of July rationally­
not because of any prohibitive law that has been passed, or 
because there are more policemen ou the beat ou that day than 
on any other day. The change has been entirely voluntary. 
We really feel that we have made an advance along the right 
lines of celebrating our national holiday. Last -year there was 
not a single accident. 

In the afternoon we have public meetings, which are quiet 
occasions; and people will take their families for outings to ~~ 
little islands near Toledo. In the evening we have a celebration 
of fireworks, but the noisy part of the celebration has disappeared. 

When we return from this Conference to Toledo, we shall 
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tell oar people something of what we have bead to-day about the 
work that is being doae in odler cities, and perbapa aomelhing 
similar may in time be doae in oar ciiy. • 

lb. J. Hunn W,uox, ol New Brilllill, eoa-:iicut, uid: 

I come from the ciiy ol New Bmaill, eoa-:iicut, wbidl is 
half u laup w Spcinpllld. N t Ctn It ia m., ulwea watiuu 
tbatthe-U.tbecity, ·-•·uvwdyiamol dieYOIIJII 
-. For y-. OD die P-6 ol Jaly dallle ..-e p-,. ol 
yomic feUowa who -' Cid .... bailt ... (w wbidl they 
stale i-; tea ,-- ap tller blailt a. daac=wa fire in the 
middle of die ciiy. 

.._,__..,_ ....... inn .... _ .... CldllebrAaaol 
tbe P-6 of JIiiy; ad I tlWt .,_ _ _,_ 1111d a pad dallll 
to do wida..,.... ia pahliu;linilad ad....,. to - ..._. p 
rigbt. Tlle--afdleday•-------nmicted, 
putty by 1aw ..s par11y by palllic .--&; tL wr nr • 
alao haw helped. 1- .,_ die tiridlc ol aplolms - pea­
mitted aly ~ the biolHla of 4 .U.. M. and II P. M. There 
is in New Britain a laup public i-rlt coveriac -y acres; 
no firecncbn may be esploded in that park. and tbere were 
practically none last year. Oar town ia buebe1J aaay. and., 
last Fourth ol July we had extra games, which were attended by 
ten thoaaand people out of a popalatiOD of forty thouand. 
P or the past two yean there have been no fires, and last year 
no arrests were made. It might be added that if a man gets 
intoxicated. our policemen take him home. 

Ma. PRBDKRIClt A. F1NltBLDIIY, of Camden, N. j., propoeed 
the following amendment to the tee ~ aunenrt.otions accepted 
by the meeting: 

That it is the sense ol the Playgroand Association ol America 
that the municipalities be strongly advisal to pas laws for-. 
bidding the use of firearms and odler dangerous eitploaivea OD 

the Fourth of July. Tbe carrying ol deadly weapons is illegal 
in almost any municipality. Tbe um-eatricted U9e ol pistols 
and revolvers on the Fourth of July adds to the tendency for 
illegal canying. If we would set oar faces against the use of 
pistols and revolven OD the Fourth ol July, it would be doing a 
great deal toward stopping the illegal carrying of fiffarms at all 
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times. The fact that a man is permitted to use a pistol on the 
Fourth of July is an incentive to buy one, and to carry it on 
other days as well. lly amendment, then, is to discountenance 
the use of explosives on the Fourth of July, and especially to 
restrict the use of dynamite. 

_hv. MORGAN II. SmnlDT, of Altoona. Pa., spoke as follows: 
llr. Orr, as far as I can see, has eolved the wbole question 

- of the celebration of the Fourth of July. ins diacaaion wu 
not only practical, in giviug the program ol what has been done 
last.year and what is propoel for this year, bat his diacaaion 
was phil0110pbical as well. He toached the very root of the 
whole situation. 

In referring to llr. Bryt,e and his "C-ommomrealth", -
may safely say that his ~ that the -y in which a people 
celebrates its national holiday is an indication ol the civilisa­
tion of that nation, is jut as true of other festivals. If that 
principle be accepted, I am satisfied that every sane and thinking 
American is agreed that there is something wrong, and has been 
something wrong for some ~-ean. with oar manner of celebrating 
Independence Day. There is truth, I think, in his spe«h that 
America is still in the making. We ha,·e thousands of people 
coming to us from the other countries, &om all o,·er the world. 
There are our Japanese friends, who are troubling the western 
coast, notwithstanding the strenuous action of our late presi­
dent. Those people are coming here and are seeing how America 
celebrates this great day. I am speaking now of the method 
that has been pretty prevalent, a method which certamly lea .-es 
a bad impression, for the central idea seems to be that of making 
as ·much noise as possil>Je. 

The clergy are interested in this question of the celebration 
of our national holiday, for they, as well as the doctors, are 
often called out suddenly to hospitals, to attend to those who 
are wounded and crippled as the result of Fourth of July acci­
dents. I believe the number ol injuries annually runs up into 
the thousands. How senseless! 

There are, I understand, forty-five cities represented here. 
Of these, I am asked to represent the city of Altoona, which 
is almost as large, and will be quite as large after a while, as 

Springfield, Massachusetts, is now. Altoona has at present a 
population of 65,000. U this is an experience meeting, I should 
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like to say that about five years ago oar people awoke to a 
realisation of the fact that oar celebration of the Fourth cl July 
was all wrong. This realization came largdy through the expres­
sion cl slightly ,·eiled public opinion in the press. Then we 
had a celebration something like that oat.lined by Mr. On-. 

Our citizens went out into a large field, where they had a 
procession with floats, such as has been indicated. The people 
as a whole took part. There was some little trouble, however, 
but I think that is part of the celebration. ni.- aocieties 
which the gentleman from the eleventh ward of Camden acrosa 
the creek refers to seemed to be in perfect harmony, whereas oar 
societies at a public demonstration, even the most prof-Uy 
patriotic, seemed to have some difficulties as to procedure, etc., 
among themaelves. That, however, was the only friction. 
There were some societies that did not take part because they 
were not given a prominent part. I cannot understand the 
psychology of this. But apart from this friction, the affair 
was a great success. 

We called our celebration" An Old-Fashioned Fourth of July.·• 
I suppose there are some here--not ladies-who will remember 
what an old-fashioned Fourth of July might be like. I had to 
read it up myself. I found that in celebrating the old-fashioned 
Fourth of July the chief idea was that the people went out and 
heard some reading. I ..--as~ to find that m)· friend 
from !Sew England omitted that feature. Some lawyer with a 
good, strong voice read-I do not know whether he read or 
recited-the Declaration of Independence. The people listened, 
there· was a patriotic scene. and e.·erybody was delighted. 
Strange to say, we ha ,·e not had such a celebration since then. 
My explanation is that I believe the trouble with many such 
affairs is that we o,·erdo the thing. I believe that the citizens 
of Altoona raised $5000. They overdid it, and naturally thoee 
of us who were interested expected the reaction. So we have 
ne.·er repeated this celebration, which we had just on.,.,_ 
celebration which everybody pronounced a success. 

As far as I can see, Mr. On-, of Springfield, has covered the 
ground completely, and I would make a suggestion at this point 
that the Playground Association of America prepare a program 
along tbe lines outlined by Mr. On-, and that all cities that can be 
reached-and espedally those represented here-be furnished 
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with a copy of tbe program; and that it is tbe - of this 
meelinc dlllt such a program •-'Y • pcaihle be canied oat. 

I daire to make a motion did tbe program • oatlined 
by llr. Orr be accepled by tbe Ccmmence u a program to be 
-1 by the mies that want to celebrate a me and - Fourth 
of.J11ly. 

la r-,- to 1111 inquiry M to wiletber this _. of cele­
bratima dea-s ..,_ w1 clran'- nr. S1iea1y replied: 

I aaao&-abmlately in -ix-to tboae two qaestioas. 
bat I will pe ,- my Jnpn:wi,www. In tbe very nature of the 
-, if ,- set a lar.,e ~ of people for tbe grater part 
of the day away fnml that which wuald aatmally IMd them into 
diwda die open aaloon, the crowded puts of the city­
obvioally ,- climiDiah the~ effects. We haw a city ordi­
_,. forbidding the use of explosives daring certain parts 
of the day. 

IIR. Lnrcou, E. ROWL&Y, of East Orange, N. J .. said: 
llr. OrT bas given us a great principle, but there is aoother 

side that I waot to bring oat, a suggestion for a national home 
festival. I happened to live in a town where the men, except 
postmen and policemen, are rarely at home. It is a luxury to 
be at home in that town. I believe that in some communities 
this idea of a great parade, a great celebration, would accomplish 
just the opposite effect from what you want to xcomplish. 
In one town it will accomplisb a great home feeling, while in 
other,: it will mean a scattering of the people who waot to be 
at home. • 

MR. Te01us F. BEADBNKOPP, of Baltimore, Md., spoke as 
follows: 

In Baltimore there is absolute restriction with reference to 
the use of fireworks. No explosives are permitted to be fired. 
The man who sells fireworks in Baltimore is arrested. Hence 
the city is a very quiet one on the Fourth of July. The day is 
chiefly ao occasion for picnics, nine-tenths of the people going 
out of the city. I should like to know if the plans of Springfield 
could be applied to celebrations in large cities such as Pittsburgh, 
Baltimore, or Philadelphia . 

.. 
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Mtt. MulUlAY B. Wu~aa. of McK-i,ort, Pa., aid: 

In regard to merchants selling fireworb, would it not be 
fair to let them know in advance of the next Puurth of July 
just what kind of fireworks are appro,.,d by this ConferenceP 
These merchants should probably have some three or four 
weeks' notice, in order to enable them to lay in a atoclc. Wbat­
e~..,.-resolution is ~. the various cities should be notified 
of it as soon as poaible. 

To tbe above remark, tbe Chairman, Hon. William A. Magee, 
responded, stating that it was not within the province of the 
Conference to draw up resolutions as to what cities should or 
should not do with reference to Fourth of July celebrations; 
the Conference could only ~end a suitable program. 

HoN. WILLIAM A. M.AGH, of Pittsburgh, Pa., said: 
I am newly inducted into my office and have not yet par­

ticipated in an official capacity in one of these occasions that 
have been described. The city of Pittsburgh is now making 
arrangements, according to the custom that has been in vogue 
for some fifteen or sixteen years, to have a community celebra­
tion. Pittsburgh bas never attempted by any legislative act 
to restrict the use of firearms on the Fourth of July, but the 
police have considered it within their province to send out many 
admonitory messages to the people, and I believe have exercised 
on various occasions some rather stringent regulations as to the 
e.,ctent to which firearms might be used. 

We have accomplished a good deal indirectly by having a 
community celebration. Schenley Park is tbe place that is 
set apan as tbe chief spot for celebrating. Some years ago it 
was the custom to have an open-air meeting in the morning 
at ten o'clock, at which tbe Declaration of Independence was 
read, and at which patriotic speeches were delivered by men of 
prominence. During tbe last few years that feature seems to 
have died out gradually; but, on the other hand, the afternoon 
features of the day have been largely increased, by reason of 
the fact that the city has a large athletic oval, half a mile back 
in the park. There are carried on all kinds of athletic events, 
and occasionally some horse racing by local talent. Tbae 
attractions draw upward of 100,000 spectators, and the park 

• ' 
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is full of people all day long. They come in the monung, bring 
their hmchea, and stay until the evening to _, the dilplay of 
6rewarb, which is on a larg,e 11:ale. That crowd has been 
growing every year. We think there were last year between 
200,000 and 300,000 people who visited the park. 

The city al Pittsburgh has during the last two years been 
much enlarged by coosolidation with the old city of Allegheny. 
It bas been the custom of ADegbeay to have a celebration of its 
own every year. Last year that was continued. and a plan 
for a celebration is being arranged for this year. We intended 
to continue with the usual contnl>ution, but raising more than 
the usual sum of money, which is in the neighborhood of $20,000. 

It was thongbt to enlarge the acope of the celebration by having 
one or two of thee open-air meetings for the expreaion of 
patriotic lll!lltiment. We thongbt not only of continuing the 
local celebration in Allegheny, but of ha,-ing a similar one on 
the South Side, and perhaps another in the lower part al the 
city. We thoagbt of extendinc the play feature al the day by 
having river ap«ts. That is, the idea is to have celebrations 
of a similar character goinc on in various parts of the city limul­
taneomly, in order to avoid the a-1 street car coagation. 
We found on one occ:uion that in Sc:benley Park people were 
waiting to pt home until foar o'clock in the morning. I should 
like to avoid the bringing tocether al ao many people in one place. 

It seems to me that the new idea which was injected into 
the meeting by Mr. Orr's remarks about the cllaracter of thee 
deaths is a good one; not all of them are fatalities due to the 
discharge of firearms. In this city I regard that there are as 
many, and perhaps more, fatalities resulting from beat pros­
tration than from the discharge of firearms. That, of course, 
is due to bringing many people together in ooe place. We have 
here a population of 6oo,ooo; in Allegheny County there is a 
population of more than 1,000,000, and within a radius of sixty 
miles of Pittsburgh there are some 3,000.000 people. AU cele­
brations in Pittsburgh attract people from this entire area. Our 
Fourth of July celebrations bring into the city every year 
100,000 people, and perhaps more. 

There is one new idea to advocate with reference to our 
celebrations, and that is to scatter the acti,;ties of the day over 
the various parts of the city, hoping by that means to prevent 
the gathering of these enormous crowds at one central spot. 
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We assure you, ladies and gentlemen, that we as city officials 
have learned something from what we have heard in regard to 
the use of dangerous firearms in the celebratioo of the Fourth 
of July. We are already working in our communities for their 
suppressioo, but I do not believe that in this city of Pittsburgh 
we have been overcareful with regard to care of life and limb. 

Mll. LsosARD P. AYR.Es, Secretary of the Cooference, in 
summing up the discussioos, spoke as follows: 

I wish, with your permissioo, to spend six or seven minutes 
in speaking, on the part of the Playground Association of America, 
of some points in coonectioo with the things we have discussed 
here this morning. 

ln the first place, it may inte.rest some of you to know that 
we have received credentials of official delegates from forty-five 
cities; that there are seventy-eight delegates present; and 
that the territory represented is very widespread. We have 
delegates from Winnipeg. Canada, and from Pensacola, Florida; 
from Seattle. Washingtoo, Riverside, California, and Boston, 
Massachusens. and eYerywhere between. 

You may have noted that in the printed program there 
appears the following sentence with reference to this meeting: 

" If the plan meets with the approval of the delegates 
from the several cities, the Playground Association will 
undertake to supply programs for such festivals, pre­
pared by those who make a specialty of arranging public 
functions which are both entertaining and attractive and 
at the same time distinctly educational." 

That may perhaps have been a rather rash promise, and if 
it is to be carried out effectively, we shall need a great deaf of 
help. On the part of the Associatioo, I wish to ask each one who 
has to do with any civic celebration of the character that we 
haYe been discussing to forward copies of the program to the 
office of the Playground Associatioo, even if it is a program of a 
celebration other than Independence Day. We desire to pro­
cure all the literature that it is possible to procure, especially 
literature of a constructive nature. 

l have been taking notes as the various speakers have made 
their remarks, and wish to make a general summing up of the 
sense of the meeting. If when I fget through any of you feel 
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that it does not conec:tly represent what we have done and 
what we stand for, I shall be very glad to consider any cor­
rections or amendments. 

1. In this country we have developed the habit of cele­
brating Independence Day in a way which recalls the 
manner in which our independence was gained; as a 
nation we have largely pe-1 beyond the village stage, 
1111 that in modern city life the problem of civic celebra­
tions becomes a very great problem. There is nearly 
univenal condemnation of our present common methods 
of celebrating Independence Day. 

2. Much valuable constructive work has been done 
and is being done in the endeavor to find a suitable 
celebration to substitute for the traditional one. We, 
here, would call special attention to the kind of work 
that has been done in Springfield, Massachusetts, during 
the past seven years along this line. We indone this 
work as resulting in celebrations that are safe, appro­
priate, inspiring and educative, and we believe that such 
celebrations combine important lessons in civic coopera­
tion and community life. 

3. We believe that the way a nation celebrates its 
holidays is one true test of its civilization. We hold 
that a true conception of Independence Day is equally 
appealing to people of all races, and that celebrations 
such as have been considered are on a level worthy of 
the day that is being celebrated. 

4. We indone all movements for safe and sane civic 
celebrations, and it is the sense of this meeting that 
the Playground Association of America llhould aid such 
mo,·ementa in a conatructiYe way by preparing and dis­
tnl>uting programs for civic celebrations of Independence 
Day and other public holidays. 

5. We di9countenance the me of dangerous exploaves, 
such as dynamite, and the use of pistols, and revolvers 
in the celebration of Independence Day and other holi­
days. 

I wish to express to all of the delegates the grateful recog­
nition that the Aaociation feels for what they have done in 
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coming here as official representatives from these various cities 
and in discussing the question that has been presented. I want 
also, and especially, to extend our thanks to Mr. William Orr 
and the other speakers who have put the matter before us in 
so helpful a manner; and with special emphasis I wish to assure 
his Honor, Mayor Magee, how much the Playground Associa­
tion of America appreciates what he has done for us, not only 
in presiding at this meeting and in issuing the invitations which 
have made the meeting possible, but in helping the Associa­
tion in every possible way to carry through this Pittsburgh 
congress. 
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SUGGESTIONS POR 

The Celebration of Independence Day 
ELtZABBTR B01tCRBNAL, 

Ne.YGII.Otr 

0JtGANl&ATION: 

Leadership should be taken by a group of citizens organ­
iaed into an Independence Day Association. This 
Association secures the necessary support in __,;ce 
and money. Money is raised by popular subscription 
which might be added to by the city government. Some 
weeks in advance this Association outlines a program 
of events to occupy in a wholesome way the attention 
of all elements of the population, young and old. The 
exercises are selected to encourage a widespread partici­
pation. 

SUGGBSTIVB PaOGRAII: 

9 A. II. 

• f 

Gnmd Parade. 
Music. 
Pageant of early national and local history up 
to 1775. 
Paa1 Revere on horseback. 
Fife and drum&. 
Continental Army (High School Cadets) marching. 
Signing of the Decl&n1tion of Independence. 
"The Spirit of '76." 
Columbia and the City. 
United States troops-llilitia, Naval Brigade, 
Police Pageant of the nations who make up the 
city, showing their achievements, national dress, 
customs, music, etc. School children (showing 
amalgamation of all nationalities) carrying Ameri­
can flags. 
Pageant of industries-men:bants, manufactories, 
labor unions, etc. • 

11 A. II. 

Maa Meeting iD Public Square or at City Hall or Court 
Home. 
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PROGRAM 

Music-choral singing conducted by the leading 
musical director of the city. 
Independence Day oration. 
Reading of the Declaration. 
Singing of the great national lyrics and hymns. 
(Balloon ascension?) 
Raising of the Flag. 
National salute of forty-six guns. 

12-7 P. M. 
Band concerts in different parts of the city. 

Family picnic parties in parks and groves. 
Games and wading for children. 
Organized games and folk dancing. 
Organized athletic meets for young boys. 
Organized athletic meets for youths and men. 
Organized water sports. 

Canoe and rowing races. 
Motor boat races. 
Swimming. 

7 to 10.30 P. Y. 
Band concerts in different parts of the city. 
lliumination of fireworks under the direction of 
local committees at various points. 

Interest should be aroused in local displays, in the general 
decoration of streets, bow,es, and public buildings. 

Posters based on scenes in the pageants coald be made and 
posted by High School students, and any historic localities 
should be marked with special signs. 
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