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The following letter from the Governor of Oregon arrived too late to 
be included in 7'he Forum Article. 

8LU"E 01' OREGON 

EDiCuTJft IIR.u:noan 

SM.ar, February 24, 1910. 
Dv.a .!uA.ul: ln ttply to youz favor of ff«Dl dale, l bog lo adrioo - I u, 

heartily la ,.,.or witla the obj<cla of the Society for the ISuppraoi- of u._ 
oar, Nobe, a.ad I belieft that the elforto of you.r Mpllizatioll will la tlmo 11ri1tc 
.-& a afe ud --- of om Natloaal ~ Doy. Good 
pabioti< ...., a.ad womea la all puta of Ille couatry obould eoiipent.e witll your 
orpalatioll la anler to brute .-& the daired renl&a. I do DO& ..._ -
Ille..,.._ of Ille Doclanliaa al. Lide;; I , - t1a07 aas.: Uieir ..-­
to that im-tal .:O.U-1, ner bad in mi.ad the ebaracw al. oelmn&ioa th&& -
.- ........ 11, la om larp eltilL 

l J,a,e alwaye ...,, a belienr of appropriat.e patriotie eolobo •- .,.., 

-1d not eare to - any of oar -- C1Uloms dloooatiaued, bu Ille 
,-t ~od of ..,Jebratillc Ille i'ourth of Jody bu paMN be,oK Ille -
of nuon, a.ad the u- bu ..- for a wloo1- ttlorm. Let ua alweye appn>­
prialely eolebnla tlae &IWftRU7 of ou.r National lndepeadenee, bat let tbon 
be no leatUttO of om oelebratioll that will emangv We, liJuh, or property. 

W"uhing JOU a.ad yom NCiety - lia yom .,..l laudable IUldenakiac, 
lam, 



For a Safe and Sane Fourth 
BJ Mrs. Isaac L. Rice 

Tlll question of putting an end to the barbarity of our preaent 
obRnance ol Independence Day is no• usuming an importance 
UDCheamed of BeTeral ye&ni ■go. No longer need one fear to be 
branded with the mgma of disloyalty to country if one in..-eigb■ again■t 
the madueM of parents •ho pl■ce dangerou■ exploai..-es in the band■ of 
their little ones, or protest■ Tehemently against the crime of permitting 
wee cbilden to be maimed ■nd killed in the celebJ'lltion of a holiday. 
Partly II a result of the untiring efforts of the Jountal of llu Awuric:a,o 
Medical Aaoriation in compiling .tatistics of the cost of our obeer..-ance 
of the Fourth, a •ne of indignation is sweeping o,er the country, ■nd 
the time now certainly eeema ripe for some concerted action for the pro­
tection of our bo_yw and girls. 

Se..-eral months ago, the Society for the Suppression of Unnecessary 
Noise, through its President, began a ne• line of work in its endeavor 
to establish a sane and safe observance of Independence Day. This con­
sisted in intcn-iewing, by means of correspondence, men •hoee n■mCII 
,rould carry weight in any cause and •ho conld ne..-er, by ■ny •lretch of 
imogination, be deemed unpatriotic or indifferent to matteni affecting the 
public welfare. Letters, petitioru,, and literature were sent to Gov­
ernors of all tl,e Slates, to Mayoni, to Fire Chiefs, to Commi8"ioneni of 
Health, to Reado of Police Departments, and lo Presidents of Colleges. 
The State Executi,CII were asked to permit their namCII to be placed on 
a National Committee for the promotion of a safe and oane Fourth, and 
the otheni were asked to express their opinion on the necessity for the 
agitation. In n,sponae to this request, much nluable material bas 
reached no, all of which, as a splendid manifestation of enlightened and 
humane patriotism, deserves to be made public. As !he limited space of a 
magazine article, however, wonld not admit of this I shall only give the 
letters from the ExecutiTCII in their entirety, and, from the other com­
municatioru,, shall simply make erlntcts. They need no comment, for 
they speak with a note of authority that renders superfluono any word 
of mine. Indeed, it is scarcely necesoary to MY that no article from 
a single pen could rival in interest this BJlllposium of thoee whose high 

.. 
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position; official duties and inte!lectoal attainments command the respect 
of the public. 

The first letter is from the Governor of Illinois: 
Du.a ll4Duo:: Your Jetur with referenee to tho formation of a -tlonal 

_,,,;_ eom_,t of the gonn,on of the Stateo to promote the - ud -
-.- of Independence Dar is .-....i. I appnciata tho nJue of the ...,. 
goat;- ud ol,aJJ be glad to eoilpenla with the otloer gonn,on ia briJlgiag ohoat 

the -- of the noisr ud --- .. of - ud aplooln,, to 
nlell ao mad, IAllrering ud Ima of propertr an dae -r Poarth of JaJr. I am 
glad that ll1ldl a ....,.._, bu - .,,teftd ._ to briJ1t ohoat tlala nsu!L 
n1a plaa I am"'"' will be far more elreetaal ill aeearlng a_,, ratloaal obaen­
- o1 u.. •tlonal llolldar u.a,, the -i proelaaatlo,a - "1 tile _,.,.. 
ud poll<e aatlloritloo of dti• Neb ,-r. ~ llaft P"'"" - lavulablr a 
- _. ud llan booa totanr ~ Wiahing 1"" -1a Joar laod­
allle llrorta, I-, 

Yoan tna11, 
c. 8. Dmnmr. 

The next i, from the Go,emor of Wiaoonsin: 
Du.a lwM.w: I am la ft<Oipt of J'Gar -• - --, n1ating to tha 

•ll'ort being made to promote a - ud - eolellnU.. of the Poarth of JaJr. 
I - with TOO that tile - patriotioa - la tiring ud worimg for 
...,. --~ la drbtg or ia plaebtg ......i- ia ll1ldl poaitioaa that .,. an 
liable to be maimed,.......i I am m heutr arm,atlar with the ell'orta that an beiag 
made to -.m, a auelr patriotic - eolellnti• ol ou -- llolldar. I mil 
be ""1' mac pleued to gin """1' - witliia mr .,...... to p-. the 
.. j«la for •·ida - ... otr1.,... y- ... ..-.by -- to - mr -
u a membu of the •- -- f• the prvmotloa of a - ud -
Poarth of Julr la UT -■1' - will - the .. je<ta of the Gl'plliatioa. 
Thaalcing 100 for rour -.tar, aod wialwtg 1"" all aaecoaa, I -, 

Very tna11;roan, 
J. 0. D,lTI80l<. 

The third is from the far Northwest, from the Governor of Washington: 
DL\A M.u,,..: Your ltindnea of Deeember 3d, addreoHd to the late Governor 

Colgrove, re1ative to a aare and 1&ne ob&ervuttt of lndepead.ence Day, placed upon 
mr cleu: for rrpi7'. Agrttable thereto would UT that I will ""rtainl1' be Tery 

much pleued to do what I ean t.owud eeeuring a more rational obeffnnce of our 
National Birthda7, ud ii 1"" ao cJ,ain, I allall be pleaM<I to joia with the other 
Goveniora ia the formation of a National CommUtee to bring about a ._ noi.s)­
ud mora patriotic obaervance of oor National Jla7. I am, 

Ve,y iap<df,,117 roun, 
ll. B. Jur. 

And next, one from the Governor of Vermont: 
v.u,,.., I am in receipt of roora of the 2lot, ud I ohalJ cerlalnlr be -.ery 

glad to do aJl1'thlng I eon to uaist in -ting a - ud ufe ladepend,­
Da1 Celebration, and ahould be glad to eo3perate in anr way that I am able to 
tbat ... d. 

Youn nry aincerel7, 
G. II, l'looff. l 



MRS. ISAAC L. RICE 3 

Fro,n the Governor of Montana came the following: 
Dus llinu<, Your Jetter dated December 22d relative to the - .-.,. 

anee o( the Fourth of July, bu been receind. I UIUJ'e you that I am in 
thorough aympathy with the mo,.ment and ahall be pl<Ued lo <06pe,-ate in uy 
way pouible in it.a furtherance. 

Youn truly, 
El>,mr L. NolllWI. 

And th.io, from the Governor of Sooth Carolina: 

DEil Mil.u<, Your Jellu of the !lit imlallt, &&king the - of my - ae 
a member of the national commiltee for the promotion of a aafe ud -- Fom1lt. 
ol July, bu bee nceiftd, and I thank you. n,ry much for the .._ I loan a.Joo 
nceived copieo of Jetten ncei•ed by you. from other go•eraon, and I joill wiilo 
them in wiahing you. great -- in the lDOfflllellt you U'<e OD foot. I think • 
-...te _,.t of -tioD OD thia 0«1W011 ia permiuible, but tbe - ol 
-t cracken, ftttarma and other thinp of that kind are tho ...,.. often of 
aecldoata, and I ahall be glad to do anything I can in a .......,.J,Ja way lo Wp ..... -. 

From another Southern State, Alabama, came this letter: 
Illoil 11.t.MJ<, Youn uldng for <06pentioa "- U.. Slate hecati.,. la 

tloa anpp,_ of -l'J' aoiae .-ind and -...i. nult you. f~ tho IP> 
latioL Acnei"C with you. folly, I wowd _. addias- liM. For tloa 
-- of anieidaa. You will eaally .....U U.. maay cloa&lla u • nnlt ol 
aploai .. - in calebnting the Fourth of July. With ~ I am, 

Yoan Tfff truJ,-, 
B.B.CollllL 

The Governor of Deunra:re wrote : 
Illoil U.U.U., Your lettar of January the !lat bu been ,-ind. n..­

- ~ U.. pnaotioD of a aafe and - Fourilo of July -. with my IMuty 
~ I will gladly <06perate with your aociety, and join with tho ao-­
ol otllar Slates in bringin1 .-t thia reform. 

Youn wry truly, 

- s. PIJnuWlU. 
From North Dakota, this : 
llr 11U& ll.t.MJI, In anawer lo yoan of - date I will ay tut I oball 

be glad to act with you in securing a aafe and patriotic _,._ of ~ar Natioaal 
Holiday. 'Ihe upJooi ... aaed are becoming _,. dallgen>m .. ery year. Wboa I 
wu a boy then wu DO ,.,.h thing u a giant lltteneker and the llrecracbn aad 
were ......U and almoot b&rmJe■a compared with th- ol. to-day. I am wi1liltc to 
londwut-lcu. 

JODI BtJUL 
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And this :Crom the East, llaseachusetls : 
llEAA lllu.u<: Your letter of the !lot instant bu boel neeiffd. I am per­

feetly willing that you ehou.Jd use my name in the manner indicated. in fayor of a 
oaner Jul7 Fourth. I do not objeot to the noioe oo much u I do to the da- to 
oar childrea and 7'J1llll poople through an indiocriminate use of dangeroaa 
uploohea. 

Youn TUT truly, 
EBDS.Dun:a. 

From Maryland: 
M:r DL\& lllu.u<: la np!J' to 7011r letter, addnaed to the ao.er-, be 

dincts _. to u7 that be ohall he TUT glad to oct as a member of the National 
Committee for the pn,~ of the oaJe and Nae Fourth of Jul7. 

Youn TUT truly, 
EJOU01< R. CIIOrllD8 (Seq). 

This, from Colorado : 
Dua lluill: I am in r,eeipt of your letter of January 21st, aud la np!J' 

thereto would aay that I ban DO objectio■ to my ■ame being uoed in oonneotion 
with the promotion of a u.fc and - FOQrth of July. I h■oe lo■g fdt that the 
injuries and loN of life, occuiOQed by the preeent method of celebrating the 
Fourth. 1'ffe a great -on n- our i■tdli- l wish ,..,.. wdl in •TUT 
pa.rtinlar ia your excellent movmM!llt. 

Youn truly, 
Jomr F. SJUnlml. 

From another Western State, Nevada, I received the following letter: 
Dua lluill: I am in .-ipt of your Jetter of January !ht requesting -

to act u a member of the National eo-ittee for the Promotion of a S&fe and 
Sano Fourth of July. I ah■ll he pleued to oct u a _._ of aucb oommitleo 
and to .. iat in any way I can to furtlier the objects for -.tueh the -- ii 
formed. 

D.S. Drcuuow. 

The Governor of South Dakota 11eDt me this: 
MY DEA.a Mu. R:lcz: Your faror of the 21st Ttte.iftd to-day with enclosuret. 

The content& of your letter baa been noted with eare, aod l uaure you that l ah■II 
be glad to act with you in regard to bringing about a u.fe and aane Fourth. I 
shall aha be pleased to act on your Na.tional Committee if there is anything that 
1..., do to aaiat in fu,U-i■g the work you have uudertaken. With good wiahea 
fc.- the .- of the monment, I am, 

V tty reepectfully yonn, 
R. S. V1'1111ff. 

Coming bnck again to the East, this from Maiue: 
Dua lliD.u<: I am In ,...,.ipt of your letter of Jauuary 21st in relation to 

a oaJe aod aane Fourth of July. The alarming liot of accidenta that ia an■ully 
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brought to our atleltion u a reault of the reekJea 111e of clangeroas aplooina 
eerwnl1 warrut the effort your So<iet, is making to bring about a more rationaJ 
-..,.,., of IRlr National Holiday. U I can coGpente wit!i the EneutiffS of 
otlier States to aid the IDOTOlll<'llt it will uou.'<dly gi•• me pleasure to do ""· 

Ver, tni11 ,oun, 

And once more from the West, Idaho, came another endorsement : 
lfy DUii ll4nur, I have the honor to aclcnowledge r«eipt of ,our letter of 

Doeember !ht calling m, attention to a letter from Governor Deneen of Illinoia, 
both with ..,_ to the fonnallon of a National Committee of the GoffnlOn of 
the NVeral Stateo to promote a ..,,. oboervance of lndepecdence Day. I heartil1 
a,no with the 0011timenta apr-1 by Connor Deneen. I shall be pleued to 
eollpente with your IOCiety and with the Governon of the 9tveral States in thio 
nprd. Trusting that your elrorta will meet with a lull meuu,e of ._ 
I beg to remain, 

Very tnily .roan, 
J. H.BuDY. 

And from Tennessee: 
Dua MADAll: In reply to you:r faTOY' of the 21st iR!!tan~ will state that I 

llh.a.ll be nrJ glad to RrTe u a member of the Natiou•l Committee fo:r the pro­
-tion of a oale and sane Fourth of July, u requ,sud by .ron. Thanking ro,a, 
and wishing you .,..,.... in your undertaking, I am, 

Very 1incere.I1 youn, 
Mil.a>UI R. PATIDSO!II'. 

From New Jeney I received the following: 
Dua luDill, Yam letter to the governor hu been ,,_j,ed. He io entin!J' 

wlllbos for yoa to ase hio - in ...- .. with a oale and eane Fourth of July, 
and he ..-ill be -, gla<I to NrYe ro,a iD uy -y that he can. 

V f!f"f truly yoan, 
Laus R. Fosr (Sec'y). 

Governor Weeks of Connecticut wrote u follows: 
DIUa llio.ur, I am in ,,_jpt of,..,..,. ,...,.. of the !lat instant. I -

«rlunly em fnorably diopmed towanl an1 mo-t that will inmre a -
and aafe Fourth. I, with the hoata of othen in oar eoanby, feel that the daa­
geroua me of explosives a.t that NU01I h.a1 puNCI all bounds of reuo'll, and I will 
gladly coGperate in aoy way I cu toward tb.ia deaired rdorm. I am, 

Reopeclfully, 

This cordial note of approval came from Minnesota: 
DUJ& lliDAll, Replying to your nlued (aror of Deeember 22d I take pleuu,e 

in Aying tbat I am in hearty aeeord with the objeeta of your ...,;et, and will be 
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alad to collperale in an;,-monment to aid in bringing about tbe reforms for which 
It ia laboring. Kindl;,- ad..-iae me u the monmont p-. if I can be of an1 
further Nffice and beline me to he, 

Governor Warner of Michigan wrote: 
Dua lw.ul: I am writing to acknowledge n,ceipt of ,-our .. teemed favor 

of Januar;r 2ht. I take pleasure in compl,-ing with rour reqne1t regarding the 
me of my name as a Member of the National Committee for the Promotion of a 
Safe and Sane Fourth of July. 

And from Louisiana came the last: 
Mr D&.U ll.u>ill: In repl7 to ;rour communication of January 2ht I deoire 

to •1 that I heartil;,- appron of tbe objtet for wblcll the Soelet;r for the Suppreo­
oioa of u_,,, Noitie wu formed. I em .....,- glad, Indeed, to add m7 indone-
- to the -t for a oano Fourth of Jul;,-. I will be alad to encourage and 
- ill the -t in "ff</ way -ibla. 

BapeetfuJI,- :,oun, 

No less encouraging than the replia from the Eucutins have been 
the answers received from the Mayon of many cities, who have 
put themselves on record u being oppcad to the p.-nt celebration of 
the Fourth. Fn>m citiea north, eut, -U. and west, from cities large 
and small, have come words of endonement and appnmal and, almost 
invariably, oJfen of assistance. Trenton, for illlltance, is evidently pre­
paring for a sane Fourth, if one may judge from the reply eent me by 
Mayor Madden: 

I beg to state that I em in hearty aympath7 with thio -t. \\"hen oae 
rellecla upon the frightful number of falalltia ud ....w..ta wbldl llan ann-U,, 
re1ulled from our thougbU ... and bubuouo lll&IIJMlr of eelebnling thio National 
Holids;r, it beboo.-.. nu,- thoughtful penoa to -lrlbuto - aid toward a 
more oane melbod of upr<Ning our palriolle feollnp oa thla cla;,-. I ban ap­
pointed a committee of t1RDt,.-8n repreeentatin dtiaem to arrange for a afe 
and une celebration of Independence Day, on July F~ 1910, in the city of 
Trenton. 

The same attitude regarding this matter is manifested by Mayor &l­
gerlon of Rochester, who, for a long time, hu been working for a better 
observance of Independence Day : 

I am in h...-t;r .,-mpoth1 with an1 mOffment to bring abont a oater and 
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more rational <ekbn.tion of the Fourth of Jaly. We CID show oar i-triotiam 
just u effectinly wi-t tho uo of aplooino, whlell UDually ca- the 1- of 
ao m&DY liT• and iawl .. the deotnletioD of ao mud> property. 

"Let the good 111or1' go on!" ia the language of the Mayor of Duluth, 
wl1ile tbe Mayor of Chattanooga stated that our petition had not only hia 
signature but his hearty endorsement. The Mayor of Bridgeport wrote: 

The real aignift..- of oor National Holiday - to elude tbe majority of 
oar youths, who loot apcna it u a day of lieeme to carry and dilcharge diabolical 
-- and th'IUlderiJ,g aplooina. ADythi,,g that will tend to «<ttd thlo 
....,_ idea of eelobratlnc will lm'Oly he -i.o-d bJ all lhinkillg people. 

In a communication from Mayor Mahoe>! we learn in how drastic a 
manner Baltimore ia engaged in the fight against the slaughter on Inde­
pendence Day and about its protective ordinance: 

"As mayor," he stated, "I ban the rlgbt to grant a permit frft of charge for 
tbe explooion of ftreworb, hot la the thne ,-n I ban ....., in offl<e, I ban, -
pant..l a ponnit of lllia •laft, with the rwaJt tut the l'oarth of J aJ:r la Balti­
more i1 ce.le-bratecl in a ale aad ... muaer, U. day bemg giftD up to celebra• 
tioDa of a i-triotic --" 

A most interesting letter ha reached me from Mayor Meals of Harria­
burg: 

We appreciate the spirit that aetaatea om Americaa poopla la eelobrati"I 
thlo glorious neat, hot - are not 'IIJIBliaclful of the faet that then lo a ._ 
of going to enr-, which la m:r opbdon lo not aa -- of the pat prbt­
ripl• of lndopeDdenee Day, hot nll,er a IIOioy -.- f0< ps-1 p-atit­
catioa. Thia cleparlmmt la DI hearty oympathy wWa the - thal llu -
iaaugnnted, and we are •ti.tied thal the _...,. •mt •- the put of 
:,ooraelf and othen who may he lai-ted -.,W. :,,,a, will ,-It la a far ..,.. 
efft<taal and rational oboenance of the National Holiday than are G1lcll _.,. 
that bring diauter and aorrow to oar .__ 

From Hartford came the following: 
Your work in intensting t.be Natio:i ia ceriain1y producing good refllltt in 

nry many cities, and I am glad to hearb1y commend the uuellah .. ~ that 
you have &i,ven which hu accompllahed 10 much for the benefit of all our people. 

In his letter to me the Mayor of N ashTille touched upon a point which 
seems strange to Northemer&--1 refer to the custom prevalent in the 
South of celebrating Chriatmaa with pistols and fireworks: 

Hen in the Sooth, it is tbe ...tom to eelebnle Chrhtmaa with ftreworb, toy 
plttola, cannon crack.en, and nrioaa derices that eaue death and injury to oar 
ehildren. I thillk the work :roa are engaged la will be a great bene4t to the rum, 
generation and I am willing to help you DI aDJ' wa:r that I can. 

.. 
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And this, from the Northwest, Portland : 
I am In hearty aympo.tb1 with the -t JOU bead. I think the tima 

bu come when a ltrong otand ought to be made for a leu noisJ, a uner aod man 
patriotic oboerntion of our National Holida1. 

This came from Mayor Homer of Joplin (Mo.): 
I note with pt .. aure t.he ■tand taken by your aociety in demanding a more 

ration.al obeern.nce of our National Holiday, and the aaiataaee ueu.red by twenty. 
one gonrnon of T&riouo State., and r,u ahould ban the anpport of ner, So•· 
ernor of all States. 

Joplin, a city of 60,000 population, 1111TOunded by a population of 75,000 
ptopJe within the racliua of ten to twenty miles, conn«ted with interurban stnet-­
ca.r linu, i generally the hot-bed on the Fourth of July, and naturally we han a 
grut many Rrious accidents. So Jut year I not only i:uoed a stroug proclama­
tion, but foUowed umt up by making arrangement.a with the park managm,entl to 
cut out all dangerou.s flreworb and to allow no one to have flrnrorb on the 
grounds, except competent men who ha.d charge of the ti.rework d.itplay, and alao 
put on 1CVor•I 1pocial police, 10 lht the Chief ol Police Alclfanamy could hudlo 
t.he. city nicely. Coru;equcnUy ,n bad no accide.ob reported. 

I bu·e lhiil ruo·nth hnd an ordina:ace d.n.•·n which ii; now on ill first reading 
before the Council, making it a misdemea.nor for a merchant to dilplay or tell 
cannon 1lr crackers, bombs, ca.DCA, or toy blank. pistol.1, and w-e expect to han 
thia eomiug Fourth under absolute ~ntrol. 

I wi.ib your Society •uccea,1 in your movement for a ule Uld sa.oe Fourth of 
July. 

From the town of EllEt Liverpool cnmc this: 
I feel that the aale of any dangerous articles of &DJ nature whataoe,.er, for 

a.ny celcl>n.tion of any kind, or for any other pu:rpoee, should be prohibited by law, 
u it is foolish and unnecesn.ry at the best, and bring, ma.ny eerious and b:a.d 
reault.. 

And Crom nnolher town, Wau_<au (Wisconsin), U,c following: 
Thi f'ity believes in a snnc Fourth o( Jul1. Lut year ,re did not have a 

single at.-cidcnt and no fires. 

In n most encouraging letter, the Mnyor of Ln!nyette (Ind.) spoke 
of the paasage of n drastic ordinance in August, l!lO , which prohibited 
the use of everything explosive: 

At fint the adoption and signing of thi1 ordinance C.3U..ced 10me inconnnience 
to dealers in such merchandise, but. since ibl ~ing into e.ff'ttt :1.ll our t'.ltiz.e.::13 are 
fully sa.tisfied, and on the Fourth of July we no long"!r have burning buildings nor 
killed nor maimed nnd injured children, or other persons. \"our society deseITes 
the greatest praise in taking up this work, and no city abould fail n.t once to put 
into effect auch a. law as this city it; enjoying. 

"I approve of your ruo'f"ement and am willing to do anything in my power to 
he.Ip you/' wrote the mayor o{ Ma.Iden. 1'Tbere is no se.n.se in our present method.I 
of celebrating the Fourth." 
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From the Mayor of Louisville came this n,ry -.igoroua letter: 
Tuming this R,poblic into a field of carmp cm ~ Jla.r ia hon-lfr­

lng. Glorifying our National Birthday with ap- la bubuo1la, u a11o,,.,. by 
the reoord Jut Jftr-163 killed, 6460 injllttd. E'fllr7 eity ahould emet .,, onli· 
...,,.., looking to anity &lld aa!ety la celebrating the l'oarth of Jul;. 

And now another town, Andenion: 
I feel both lloliottd and pleued to olr..- my bumble eoapentioa in the -

ment 7011 ._L No honest mind will hooitate a -t to go upon aueh a 
programme of prosr--

From the Mayor of Lebanon: 
I am beartil7 In •1fflpethy with the mo..-.ment you ban inaugurated to pn­

-.-.nt the deeths and mutilation of the people and the destruction of property that 
occur from the manner of celebrating our natal day. Enr ii.nee ta.king office I 
hne endeavond u faithl11lly u I pouibly could to enfon:e all ordinan,eo beerint 
oa tbu 1ubject, and have rH..liud the most gntifyiag resulta. Became o( the 
atrict enforcement of this ordina.nee a11 effort wu made by councils to repeal i~ 
b11t a -.-.to wu interpooed--& copy of which I -1--which will give yon my 
feelingl in regard to ou.r praeat method of celebrating our natal clay. In my 
lin1iled apbere, I aball continue in tbil matter u I •t:arted. and battle with you 
in the entire onrthrow of the reek.lea and criminal use of Areworb, for the a&l'inc 

of life, limb and prop..-17. 

Quite a number of Mayors have informed me of the work that bas 
been done in their cities to promote a better obeervance of the Fonrth, 
and have sent me copies of ordinances that have been enacted. One of 
these ..-as the Mayor of Dayton, who wrote: 

I can U!ure you th:s.t your plan is apprond in th.is city, u a fe,r montha aga 
our city council pa.seed an ordina.u« prohibiting the shooting of I.reworks, piltola 
a.nd other upJmi\"H :..n Independence Day. Th.is ordinance. is now in'eff'ect Ul our 
city, and we hope hereafter t.o ha\"e a quiet, and at the u.me time a patriotic cele­
bration of lndepe.ndence Day. 

From Utica: 
This question hll.! had the attention of our people, to the exte.nt that an or:11-

na.nce ii at present in force U'I this city having that object in riew. \Ve are 
enclosing you a copy o.£ the ordinance. 

And from Springfield (Mn..-s.): 
For scnral years pa.st the city of Springfield bu bffn worltlng out the aame 

idro which you :ire :id\":tncin~. ''"e5-t.:J..b1i,hing a !!tme 3nd ufe obeervance of Fourth 
of July." We han been most successful ia our plan.a. 

The Mayor of Topeka wrote: 
The proposition or suggestion is a good one, and I am in hearty accord with 

it. I might say thnt in Topeka we are moving along these linea already, u you. 
will notice by the enclosed ordinance. 
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llany othen have sent us sympathetic words: 

"I am heartily In IJ'lllP"thy with the objeet which :,our IOciety hopes to 
aeeomplish," wrote the lla:,or of Columbus (Georgia). ''The ,rork in which you 
are engaged meets with the Mayor's hearty approval," was the meuage that came 
to u from SL Louis; while from Puaaie, nearer bom~ the Mayor wrote: "I am 
atnmgly in faTOr of a eafe and aa.ne celebration of our nation'• birthday, and I 
boliOTe that the patriotism of the people can be tllown juat u well by -
-U.ods u by barbarous ones, and without blowing off the beada and handa and 
bgen and logs of our childttn and growo-up people." "It will gino me pl_,.,. 
to eoUperate with your effort., and thooe of your IOciety, to...,... a more rational 
--- of Independence Day," replied Mayor Speer of Dennr. "1 auure you 
Uaat I Am in thorough sympathy with the monmut, n came to me from New 
Brumwiclc. 

And still more letters have come from the Mayors of Wilmington, Pater­
eon, Des Moines, York, Newark, Galena, Cle<eland and Cambridge. As 
for onr petitions in favor of a sa.fe and snne Fonrth, they have been signed 
by the Mayors of Toledo, Richmond, Ne\V Haven, Holyoke, Cincinnati, 
Erie, Sacramento and Jacksonville. 

Regarding the communfoations from Commissioners of varions de­
partments, all of which are valuable to onr cause, many have already been 
received and many otbero are still coming in. Without exception, they 
lay stress on the urgency of putting an end to onr present mode of cele­
brating the Fonrtb, and prononnce their willingness to help along the 
movement. 

Beginning with those of Health Officers ( which have come from State 
as well as from City Departments), here is one from Dr. E. H. Porter, of 
the New York State Department of Health: 

I sincerely hope that your movement to eecure a rational observance of the 
National Holiday will be auocessful, as I am in thorough sympathy with the mo,-e­
ment and will be glad t.o help in any way in my power. 

Commissioner Duon of the Pennsylvania Department wrote: 

I heartily commend the IDOftllle:nt you ban headed for a safe and sane Inde­
pendence Day instead of "Our Barbarous Fourth." As Commissioner of Health 
I hano done all I could to warn the people agaimt the grave dangu of ttplooiff 
wounds, but it will take aome strong united monment on the part of municipal 
authorities to put a atop to the unpatriotic practice of lo.1ling and diubling oar 
.JOUDI ehildren, and your dew-mined effort tllould command the heartieot 1Upport. 
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From Director NeJf, of Philadelphia: 

My thoagllt m l.hla eabjert ia, that oo Joag u .....,ldutuftn make high a:• 
pi.- and other dang,erom lreworb, oo Jong u 1-1 dealen fill their ahel­
with 111- lmpl......,b of outreriag and death, jut oo Jong will th.,- be oold and 
- b7 "Y oang Ameri<a, • ia spite of proelamatiou iaaed by munieipal authorf­
tln. If onliuaDC<O an pau<d prior to the booking of onion by manufaetunn, 
and clalen ,...lia that the law will be lllforted, they will uot proe,ue a npply 
of the ialerdieled arti<leo, and their oommerciaJ iote....b ,rill be prot.ded, and DO 

oale tab plaee. Thia ia the nnst way of P"'""ting the improper eelebntiOll 
of the day. 

And this from Rochester : 

For :,an put it bu beua cutomary for u to IIOlld out cards olmilar to the 
_-, WU1ling the publie ,...- the danger of lockjaw from 'lt'OllDda prod,_ 
by l'omth of July llnworb. I beline, bowenr, that it would be a gnat deal 
Wier to oupp,.... un--,-y aoioe than it ia to diatribute tetaouo anlitcmn. 

Similar lelteni or signed petitions have aLio been received from the 
following Health Officers: 

Dr. Ernst Lederle, New York City; Dr. E. C. Levy, Richmond; Dr. W. 
A. Evans, Chicago; Dr. G. W. Gordon, Springfield (llua.}; Dr. W. S. 
Rankin, North Carolina State Board of Health; Dr. J. Wigglesworth, 
Wilmington (Del.); President Thomas J. Clark, SL Joseph; Dr. W. C. 
Wood,rard, District of Columbia; Dr. C. E. Faoey, Jacloonville; Dr. B. 
Bevier, Toledo; Dr. William D. Peckham, Utica; Dr. C. H. Thomas, 
Cambridge, and Dr. William B. Foster, Lexington, Mass. 

And next letten which have come from Police Departments: 

nwe ban an element in th.is city," stated the Chief of Police of Worcester, 
-Who come from eou.Dtriea when 4nanm are strictl7 forbidden_ IO oa. the 'Fourth' 
th.,- go out and buy rnolnn and p,-d ioto the public atrftto firing blank 
cartridp. We an-mt all neh olrendera and put tbem before the court. Thia 
elemeat .... that a certain eelebratioa ia going OD, and though th.,- bue IIO COD• 

oeptioa of what it ia all about, tbq aee otben oelebrating. ao join the proeeaioa. 
I aeDd you a c:ircu1ar 1111ch U la iaauod to all deaJen, pooled ia all miJJa and publie 
placa by patrolmon of l.hla clepartmeat. It is ia ......i dia-ereat .._ to 
ree.:h the non-Engliah speaking element.• 

Accompanying this letter was a placard printed in seven langnages. 

"Penoually I think the prN011t method of celehnting the day ldlotle," wrote 
the Chief of Poliee of Newport, whllo the - from Baperiatendent of Police 
Stewart, of Chicago, wu: "The n.lne of cmoerted elrort and aetion throaghout 
the country <&1111ot be onr-eatlmatec1. • And l.hla from Major Syl...ter, Saperia­
teDclent of Police of Wuhington: "I might add that the oelebration of IDdepend· 
- Day, 1909, ill thit juriadlctiOD wu clnold of the a:plodom, IIJ'lng of cracken 
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and other IIOiN-maldJtc dniea. Tben _,. DO aeeldeata and bat - In on the 
day. . . . Tbe .....,._ attmdiDg a quiet eelebntlcm of Iha Fourth of July wu 
remarkable. It abcnNd -1ainq w1oat caa ba d.-e bl that dlttetloa." 

From Police Headqurten, Portland, Ore., Chief Cox wrote: 
I aa harilly la acoc,rd wltla ,.._ olrorta. I •n little - of my own, and 

I - Iha feollap of Iha •- -t ue .-., Iha - aa mlao, and la 
put yan hardly a l'ourila w .,.- which w DOt bNa __,paaltd by -
appnl,emloa for m7 """' and otlMr -Je•• eMldnL While I am In faYOr of 
briaclag Iha :,,,w,ger gueratioo up wlUa a - and u admlratioa for Iha 
opiril -tiled oo oar Natioaal Holiday, I am alao ia fa..,,. and WOQJd ba glad 
to - - of Iha •lem<Dl of dupr elimiaat.d from U.. oca.aion aa tbey an DOW 

........U7obaornd. 

In addition to theee, letters and signatures to petitions hue come 
from CommiBSioner Wm. F. Baker, New York City; Superintendent 
McQuaide, Pittsburg; Chic.! Levan, Reading; Chic.! Hyatt, Albany; 
Secretary Skelly, San Francisco; Superintendent Birmingham, Bridge­
port; Chief Davis, Memphis; Chief Randall, Duluth; Chief Creecy, St. 
Louis; Secretary Gee, Providence; Chief Persctt, Galfeaton; Chief 
Moyer, Duluth; Superintendent Do'll'tley, Detroit; Messrs. J. M. Morton, 
Dnnsey and Lawson, Police Board, Fall River; Commissioner of Public 
Solely Hessler, Syracuse; Chic.! Millikin, Cincinnati; Chief Kohler, 
Cleveland; Secretary K.in..-ey, Baltimore; City Marshal Quilty, Spring­
field (Mass.); and Chief Werner, Richmond. 

From the Fire Chiefs came the same recognition of the need of a 
change in the mode or cclebrntin" the Fourth. 

"l congratulate you,"' wrote the Fire Chief of Spri.ngfte.ld (Ohio), "for leading 
this mon.ment, as we ban bad, in yurs gone by, ma.ny flrt:fl and penonal injuries 
nsulting from the foolish :i.nd baurdou.s use of fireworks on the Fourth of Ju.11. 
I hope tba_t the people of this country will see that t.be COUpent:ion of tile difrerent 
mayon a:nd the bead» o.f he departments will be the means of dec:reui.og, on the 
Fourth of July ce1ebratiom. many penonal injuries and loua of life and pro~ 
erty .... You ca.n oount upon me at a.11 time! H a.gain.st the unnecessary and 
hazardous risk of life and property in our city." 

"I believe this great day abould be obeened and celebrated in a more moderate 
way, namely, by patriotic speech-making. music, athletic pmee, et cetera, and not 
in a way which is directly respom.ible for the de!truclion of life and property," 
declaffii Iha Fire Chief of Erie (PL), while tbe H .. d of the Fire Department of 
Chattanoop. exclaimed: "Let the good woTk go on! Some of our greatest ftre 
1- ••• been I.be ftllult of tlnworlal. Several years ago one of our hoteh wu 
d..tro,ed and thr<e people burned alin u a ,..u11 of such eelebratiom." 

Further endorsement came from Chief Gernand, Galveston; Chief 
Salter, Omaha; Chief Randall, Duluth; Secretary Wilkinson, Baltimore; 
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Chief Mayo, Toledo; Horace B. Clark, President Board of Fire Com­
mforioners, Hartford, and Chief Clancey, Milwaukee. 

In reply to the letters and petitions sent to Universities and Colleges, 
many ans,rers have been received, while hnndreds of signatures to our 
petitions which had been poeted on the bnlletin-boards have been returned 
to us. If space only permitted it would be delightful to quote from 
many of these admirable letters, but-as it is-I mnst limit myself to 
one. This one, however, which came from President Woodrow Wilson, 
of Princeton University, voices the sentiment of all: 

I ID08t llllh .. itatlngly aign one of the blank fonm of petition aocompanyi,lg 
,our lett,,r of January i!Sth. I wish to upr<M my enlira sympathy with tho 
intensting work you are UDdertaking for the auppreuion of tumeeellllJ'7 noiN and 
the sane morm of our praent ,,..y of celebrating the Fourth of Joly. I llhall 
take pl ... ura in placing the other blank fnrma on tbe bulletin boonJa of tho 
un.inrt.ity, u you requesL 

Other College Presidents who have complied with our reqnest are: 
Dr. Nicholas M11nay Butler, Columbia University; Chancellor H. M. 
MncCracken, Unirnrsity of the City of New York; Dr. John Finley, Col­
lege of the City of New York; President Ellis, Ohio University; Sister 
M. Paulin us, President College of Sl Elizabeth, Morristown; President 
Levemore, Adelphi College, Brooklyn; President Schurman, Cornell; 
President Meserve, Shaw University, Raleigh; President Hamilton, Tufts 
College; Professor Crnll, Concordia College; President Gallnudet, Gal­
lnudet College; President Thomas, Middlebury College; President 
Sanford, Clark College, Worcester; President Cain, Washington Col­
lege, Chestertown; President Blackwell, Randolph-Macon College, Ash­
land; President Ware, Atlanta University; President Thwing, Western 
Reserve University, Cleveland; Dean Carnell, Temple University, Phila­
delphia; President Groos, Union Theological Seminary, New York; 
President Smith, Smith College, Northampton; Director Aldrich, School 
of Technology, Potsd..m; Dean Barr, Drake University, Des Moines; 
President Atkinson, Polytechnic llL<ntnte, Brooklyn; Acting President 
Hntchins, UniTersity of Michigan, Ann Arbor; President Judson, Uni­
versity of Chicago; President Fannce, Brown University, Providence; 
President Gullinr, Rockford College; President Spooner, Norwich Uni­
versity, Northfield; Presidenf Boatwright, Richmond; President Need­
ham, George W Mhington University, Washington; Chancellor Din-
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widdie, Southwestern Presbyterian UniTenity, Clarksville; Chancellor 
Barrow, University of Georgia, Athens; President Booker T. Wuhing­
ton, Tuskegee Institute, Hampton; President Troxell, Midland College, 
Atchison; President Craighead, Tulane University, New Orleans; Presi­
dent MacLean, Univenity of Iowa; President Briggs, Radclilfe College, 
Cambridge; President Frieden, St. Louis Institute of Lew; President 
William Smith, Randolph-Macon, Lynchburg; President Mooney, Seton 
Hall College, South Orange; Bursar Zabriskie, General Theological Sem­
inary, New York; President Denny, Wuhington and Lee UniTenity, 
Lexington (Va.); President Taylor, Vaaaar, Pougbkeepeie; President 
Murphree, University of Florida, Gainemlle; President Canon, Milla 
College; President Gonsaulus, Armour School of Technology, Chicago; 
President Baker, University of Colorado, Boulder; President Hammel­
kamp, Illinois University; President Baer, OccidenW College, Los An­
geles; President Lory, State Agricultural College, Fort Collins; Secre­
tary Hawley, Teachen, College, New York; Secretary Pratt, Pratt In­
stitute, Brooklyn; Acting President Gunsolly, Graceland College, 
Lamoni; President George, Drury College, Springfield (Mo.); President 
Manck, Hillsdale College; President Harris, Amherst College; President 
Riley, McMinneville; President Marn, Iowa College, Grinnell; President 
Venneble, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill; President Keister, 
Lebanon Valley College; President Kelly, Earlham College, Earlham; 
President Aikens, Susquehanna Univenity, Selinsgrove; President 
David Starr Jordan, Leland Stanford, Jr. University, California; Rev. 
President Hosmer, Southern Univenity, Greensboro; and President llc­
Clure, McCormick Theological Seminary, Chicago. 

I believe that the most potent factor in the fight for a safe and sane 
Fourth has been the set of tables of Independence Day casualties pre­
pared by the Jovmal of the Amtrica" M•dical Auociati01', although it 
must be remembered that these statistics, startling as they are, do not, by 
any meane, state a complete case, as a large proportion of casualties never 
are recorded. However, until these figures had been tabulated, no one 
realized the price that we were paying for the celebration of our National 
Holiday. 

Perhaps one could not give a better object-lesson of this than that of 
placing side by side with the casualty lists of the Journal of tho :.4.mtrica" 
M•dical Auociatio,, for the past seven years, those of the American J,-

.. 
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in seven famona Revolutionary battles, namely, Lexington, Bunker Hill, 
Fort Moultrie, White Plains, Fort Washington, Monmouth and Cow­
pens, the figures for the latter being taken from Bancroft's Hutory of 
tlte Uniltd Statu. 

~D " " " " • • " " " " " " " " , 
Bllllllllr Rill ......................... . 
Port Moultrie ..................... .. 
White Plaim ....................... . 
Pon \Vuhington .................... . 
W--tb ........................ .. 
~ ........................... . 

K.lll~&Dd ........... 
83 

449 
37 

100 
149 
229 

72 

1,119 

Cdebntlou 

July ,. 1903 
Jul7 4, 190& 
Jul7 4, 1905 
Jul7 4, !toe 
Jul7 4, 1907 
Jul7 4, 1908 
July 4, 1009 

Illi.laad ... ....... 
4,449 
4,1119 
5,171 
5,411 
4,41S 
5,ll!S 
5,so'I 

S4,II03 

And now, what 11re the instruments, by mean. of which Death reape 
ao large a harvest every Fourth? Unfortunately, but little is k:no,rn, 
either by parents or children, concerning the dangerous playthings in­
dulged in, and to this may be attributed, without doubt, many aad fea­
tures of our "holy day." Only thn,e attempts have been made, I belien, 
to remedy this, one in Philadelphia, the second in Boaton and the third 
in New York. In Philadelphia, Superintendent Brumbaugh has ar­
ranged for lectures which are to be given to children in the public echoola 
warning them of the danger& of explosive enthusiasm; in Boston lec­
tures have been prepared for parents, in which they will be made ac­
quainted with the risks that they allow their children to run in permit­
ting them to purchase fireworks; while in New York, the subject is to be 
taken up in the Free Lecture Course of the Department of Education, 
beginning the latter part of April, for the purpose of promoting a better 
holiday observance. 

It is surprising, considering the enormona sums annually spent for 
fue'll'orks, that so little literature dealing with the subject can be found. 
One of the few articles that I have come acroea refera to a circular which 
has been issued by the Kentutl-y Board of Fire Underwriters. This states 
first that the composition of many dangerona pieces cannot be ascertained 
(the secret resting with the manufacturers), and then it goes on to speak 
of the composition of the common cracker and of the torpedo: 

Th• largest cannon cracken contain two-thirdt ounce of chlorate, one-third 
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ounee of nlphv, and a amall amount of """'-1. Tho aona-iadl ftriet7 eoatalna 
ono-half tbe amwnt of ingffiiienb of the Jarser lrind. Lut Fourth of Jul1 ooe 
of thno "mard,ren" ""Ploded while nnd,r a man'o um, lrillinc bim almoot 
instanU1, and drhing his watcll from his nat pocket into a tolqnpb pole to the 
depth of ooe iadl. And nat. Tho amall torpodo eontaim a amall wafer of 
dllonte of potuh, and granl, while the la.rgeat variety eontaim e.blora.te, 
phoophonla and chloride of antimon7. Ooe manufaotuttr is ming folminato of 
merall'J', which makn their ""Ploaift power almoot u gnat u dynamite. TheM 
..,i.-makon han been reopc;naible for maJ17 d .. tba and a..W...ta, and haft alao 
tanm nluable proportln into boallrn, oto. 

"Very low pernta,• tbe eireular p........i., "wou.ld allow their childnn to 
""l"rimut with dynamite, ,-et tho1 allow th,m to explode thno lnworu, which 
an ...., more dangoroua than that uplooift. • 

Mr. H. J. Pain, the "Fireworks King," divides fireworks into th088 
that are exploded by fire and thoee that are exploded by conc11811ion. The 
latter he declare,, with the addition of giant crackers which belong to 
the first class, are dangerous and should be prohibited. "There should 
be no giant cracker.," he declares, "large torpedoes should not be allowed. 
Pistols, revolvers, and cap pistols should be prohibited from use." Mr. 
Pain voices, I think, the sentiment ol moot tireworb makers, in regretting 
that the trade in dangerous articles is barmlul to that in beautiful, spec­
tacular pieces which could be eet off under expert supervision, on the oc­
casion of public diaplays. "Aa the cities are going now they are stopping 
all fireworks," are hia own words. 

It must not be imagined, however, that toy pistols and giant 
crackers are the only dangero1111 devices that are yearly bought by our 
boys and girls, for there L"e many othen. To the list must be added the 
shooting cane, the lozenges for which, made of potassinm chlorate, sulphur, 
powdered glass and other substances, eometim.es explode en ma.a•, igniting 
clothing, or perhaps even blowing off a limb; fu: robr, too, is another 
gentle toy for children, a box of which eome time ago exploded in the 
Boston Custom House, tearing up the floor and killing three men; toy­
canno.u are dangerous when they "kick" as well ns when they burst, and 
toy balloons frequently start fires, because the paper of which they are 
mode becomes ignited, five houses in one town, in one day, being 
burned in this manner. 

Of mnny recent ordinances, either proposed or enacted, I shall simply 
qnote that of AldermaD Courtland Nicoll of New York, which is inter-
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eating not only becau!!e it is one of the very latest (introduced February 
at), but alao because it is abeolutely prohibitiTe, and not merely restric­
ti'l"e. As Dr. Simmons, Editor of the Jovnial of tltt Mzdical AMociation, 
baa said, this idea of regulating bas been attempted in many cities 
already, and in no instance bas it resulted even in an improTement. 
Here is the text of Alderman Nicoli's Ordinance: 

lie It Ordained by the Boo.nl of Aldermen of tbe City of New York, u followo: 
That ...tion number 531 of the Code of~ of the City of New York 

be and hereby is repealed and tho followlac nbetlluled in place of tho preNDt 
luguag,, of the Melian oo Hmbered: 

Sal. 531. That It uall be unlawful lo dlaclw-go or uplode or lo ban in 
~ for ony such_, or to NII or oiler for ale lo any penon nader tlle 
ag,, of hrety-ono, within the City of New York, ony toy pistol uaiag a pen:uuloa 
cap, or aay equib, rocket, Ire cracker, rom&D caadle or other combustible lreworb 
d .. igned lo be exploded wilb a oudclm -rt or detoaatlan; provided, bowntt, 
that tho Pollce Coaunbalo- may iaone a permit lo ony peroon al>ove the ag,, of 
twenty-one yean to aet off and ban In bis ~ for onch ~ for a 
period not excetding one day any onch lnworb, provided onch peraon lhall a~ 
atiafy the Police Commiaiontt by proof ullafactory lo him that be is familiar 
with the nature and operaliou or such fire:worb; ate0ud, Bha.ll pay a HctDR fee of 
flve dolliln ($5) for auch permiL; aod third, execute a bond or undertaking under 
eeal in the au.m of five thousand rtolla:rs with 111J"etiet utiafadory to the Com.mis• 
aioner, the condition of 1UC:b bond or undertaking being that the license ahall u.n: 
the city harm.lea from all damage incurred by reuon of his having in hit pouea­
aion or eetting off auch flreworb. Such permit 1ball ha.Ye eudoned th~n the 
time and plaoe at which it ii prop,oaed to aet ofl' such flreworb, &Del no aucb permit 
ahall be Talid as permi58ioa to oet otr ••1 sach &ttworb within any of tbe pablie 
parb or playgronnds of tbe City of New York without having endoraed thereon 
the ooaaent of the Park Commiui0ntt of the Jlorou&b m which such park or play• 
ground is aituated. 

There are many cities laying claim to protective ordinances, in which 
restriction-and not prohibition-is aimed at. Lynn, (or instance, for­
bids luge crackers, but permits them to be used up to two inches in 
length and half an inch in diameter; Springfield's new ordinance allows 
them to be used up to three and one-half inches in length; Syracuse per­
mits a five-inch cracker and Boston, I believe, countenances one sh 
inches long and one inch wide. When one recognizes the fact that four­
teen-inch cannon crackers are commonly sold, even in towns where their 
use is forbidden, and that it is imJ>08S1ole for a police officer to differen­
tiate (afte,- tltt up!O&ion) between a five and a fourteen-inch cracker, 
ordinances of a merely restrictive character appear to have little practical 
value. Dr. Evans, Health Commissioner of Chicago, bas declared that 
even a two-inch firecracker could not be considered sale, because the 
wound made by it conld become infected just as easily as that made by 
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a ten-inch cracker, and thia statement bu been rorroborated by th- in 
chuge of many Chicago hoopitala. "Tetanua," aaid Dr. Simmom, "he­
quenUy romea from wounch not more than a quarter of an inch long." 

Eliorta to promote a better celebration of the Fourth are uow being 
made in many citiea in Tanous dilicrent W&)'B-by prohibition, by restric­
tion, by prohibition and substitution and by restriction and substitution. 
Of all tbeoe experiment&, the most intereating ii that which baa been 
tried for 11enral yean in Springfield, Musachusetta, if one may judge 
by last year's official programme, a ropy of which wu sent me by Mayor 
Lathrop. 'l'be acope of the celebratio.n wu wide enough to intereat and 
to plea..oe all, embracing u it did music and band roncertB, a parade, ath­
letic sports and exercises, aquatic sporta, displays of fireworks, and 
historical pageants with floats representing scenes from events enacted 
there, such u Pynchon'a purchase of the land from the Indiana, the 
Com Fleet, Defeat of Shay's Insurgents, and tbe Underground Railway. 
In describing one of these fete-days, Dr. Gulick aaid: 

Thu splendid parade, which i.aduded the childttn ud adult., the city goT· 

munent, the nati.,...IJU.. of which the city wae eom~-the history of the 
city-brought the people together u they bad .....,. come togdher. It clneloped 
a feeling of o-, of belonging togdher, which wu ...,,_ . . . By tlllo ,.....,., 
Sp~d hu, by comtruc:tift rather than ratrietl•e meuureo, won her clay ud 
is winning her city ooneciouane1L ... We han mu7 holiday. and other occa­
aiom which demand IOCial expnuioo, but the Fourth of JuJy gin• aa the moat 
dn.matic point of alt.ed<. 

Pittsburg is at present agitating the question of preparing a gorgeous 
pageant in honor of the Fourth, for which a large sum is to be raised by 
popular subscription. It is proposed to engage John W. Alennder, the 
artist, and Percy MacKaye, the dramatist, in order to arrange a marTel­
lous historical and artistic festival, in which young and old, Americans 
and those of all other nationalities will take part. "Let us make our 
Nntional Holiday a holy day," aaid the Mayor, a few days ago, "recalling 
and revering the heroic past and symbolizing tbe present reality with 
the ideal of the brotherhood to be." 

Philadelphia, too, is now working for a holiday programme which 
will eugage the public atteution to the exclusion of gunpowder. In this 
celebration a military. parade will be a conspicuous feature, and there 
will be patriotic music, speeches, pyrotechnic displays, both public and 
private, set olI under expert supenision, and children's games in every 
breathing apace in the city from a park to a ncant lot. In tbil work, 
Mrs. Imogeu B. Oakley is the moving apirit and it is she who, more than 
any other Pbiladelphian, baa led the movement for sanity on Independence 
Dny. Newark is evidently in favor of a great patriotic and historical 
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festival in which civic organizations and the militia can particiJl"te, u 
well u the achoob. In Indianapolis, the Kayor and the President of 
Council recently met the memben of the Committee on City Intere.ta in 
order to plan a BUilable celebration of onr National Birthday; later 
there will be a joint meeting of all cine orgmiationa and all city offi­
cials. And thw,, even in mid-winter, city after city ia ranging ibelf on 
the aide of thooe who are endea,oring to do away with a mode of obeeff. 
ance that is a de11eCration of onr National Birthday, a •dffutating 
nnisance," u it bu been called, and to replace it with one that is •fe, 
instractin, attractin, artistic and Jl"triotic. 

I cannot bring thia article to a more fitting close than by qnoting 
a I tter just issued by the Governor of Connecticut to the mayors of the 
municipalities of the State: 

STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
EncoTn-s llEPilTXDT 

To Iii.a ffo,eor, flu: Jlayor of 
H.unooa,, February 21, 1910. 

Sia: The Society for the SuppreMioa of Un.,......ry Now, with heod­
quarl•n in N•• York City. Is making e,ery effort to iatornt the poople of the 
~•ates through their e..<teeutive. in the wudom a.nd importance or obeerri.ag :t 

'"ufor and saner Fourth of July." Statistics show that during the ttlebntioa of 
fh·e nntiona.l holidays 1,153 penoru. were killed a.nd 21,520 were more or lesa 
injured. No computation can poaibly be made of the harm, •1 nothing of the dis-­
comfort, our eick and ne."0111 are oblige! to undergo by the noi.ee. Alt this, 
together wit.b the hnmen~ tOM through ft.res, leach; the aoeietJ to belie-re that all 
tbinlcing people are more than ready to eoGporate with the authorities to .... rd 
HCUring a leu noisy da7. 

'I'b..-.lore, as I am in hearty aympothy with this DIOfftMDl, and bdioring, u 
I do, that the size 11.nd quality of some of the ~IOl!ives used together with the 
unroaaonable tim• allowed in whi<h to c,elobrate bu pasaod all bomMh, I foe) 
wa.rra.nted in calling to the attention of the bead.a of municipalities and our 
people gene.raUy the advisability of taking steps toward making the glorious anni• 
,·ersary a day of plea.sure and profit, instead of a day of umat and horror. 

Hoping for your CO(lperation in the matter, I am, M.r. Mayor, 
Youn •e.ry truly, 

Fa.un< B. Wuu, 

-· 

From nn article by the Hon. Henry Litchfield West, Commissioner of 
the District of Columbia, entitled "A Safe and Sane Fourth of July," 
published in The Forum for August, 1909. 

"A little more than a yen ago the c .. 1 .. ,y JI.,.- coalaiJ>ed a -.lgorou 
t 



and convincing article b1 J.Irs. hue L. Rice, entitled 'Our Jlarbarous Fourth.' 

"Oar 
Barbarous 
Fourth" 

lt wu a protest apinst a condition of affairs in the United 
States which had Jong attracted attention, but which no one, up 
to that time, had criticised In tuch emphatic terms. "The grim 
atatistics of the Fourth of Ju1y,' u.id the article, 'probably fur• 

nisb a sadder commentary on human folly than that afl'ordcd by any other eelebra­
tion in the world.' 

"It ill worth while lo preoent in detail the indictment upon which the article 
in queetion anaiped the nation. It showed the beaV7 penall7 which thie country 
has for -, ,-n paid lo the god of gunpowder aadtt th• mielaJ....,,, notion that 
noiae was patriotism, and that ciric ud utioml pride we..--e 1neHured by the 
explooioa of llrecraebn and cannon. The ftgaree gathered fnnn acoarale -, 
al~ admltteclly laeomplete, ......, dart.ling In their preeentalioa. The, 
ahowed that daring the celeb .. tioa of be national birthdil,a, from 1903 lo 1907, 
iuclaain, 1153 penoao wera klDed oad 21,6!0 were injured, Of the injnred, 88 
ll'llfferod total, and 3811 partial, blindnea; 308 penono loot arm.., l,g,, or bands, 
and 1087 1oet one or more bgffa. 'Bot thee figures, .tutling u they an,' com­
mented Mn. Rice, 'con.-, onl1 a faint idoa of the 111treriag, both ph,alcal and 
mentai whiU went to swell the t.ota.1 cost of theM five holiday•; in thia we must 
include the Wftb and often moatha of a.nguiab of the lrjured, the &mfl"'M! of 
entire familiee while the fate of some loved one hung In the balance, the horror 
of a future of eight),.. years, the pinching poverty now the lot of many beca.UH 
of the death or maiming of breadwinners.' 

"It is true that a few thoughtful people had in more or leu nonchalant 
mnnner oblernd the ternDle toll of death and injury which the eri1 celebration 
of the da7 demaDded. Quite • number of n•..-.paper.-nolabl7 the Chicago 
7'ri,,.___wa-e qaeetioning the wudom of a method which in one day had remlted 
in the doath of 1114 poople, and the Injury of -rl1 5000. 'Ho• can any sata­
bclion,' ubd the New York Trihw, 'be taken in the pernrsion of a holiday to 
purpoee, of dilOr'der and destruction, and how can any pride be felt in methods of 
obeen-a'DC!e which fnnUably condemn hundreds-if not tbomanda--to be shot, 
b~ maimed, ud otlterwi.M d.i.!.flgured and tortured in propitiation of the 
great god of 11ertMlea uproar? The SL Paul Pimettr Prcu deplored the fact that a 
day which ought lo be the moot enjoyable in the calendar had become • da7 of 
general carnage; while the New York Commercial ebaract.e.rized the popular cele­
bntion u ridiC11lou and eemeleaa. 

"Notwithd.andin1 theee occuional utterances of truth, which indicated a 
growing se.ntiment, the fad is, that at the time of the appearance of 'Our Ba.r­
barou1 Fourth' there ,ru only one city in the country wherein any curb had been 
placed UP'"' the i-te and ffi:kless custom of oboemng the Fourth of Jul1 
with dynamite and gunpowder. The cemet.ttie and the h05piW.S were claiming 
their Tietima and yet no one in authority aeemed cou.rageoU1 enough to call a ha1t 
for fear of being cbugod with lack of patriotism. 

"I belien, ho,...er, that the article in qu,.tion appeared at the psychological 
moment. It was ao straightforward in ibi prese'ntation of the facts, 80 earnest in 
it.a appeal and so logical in its assertion that there were numerous aensible ways 
of celebrating our National Holiday, that it made a profound impression every• 
where. At any rate., the fact ia, that before that article appeared only one city in 
the country had prohibited the sa.Je and explosion of flttworb, while within a 
short period after it had beel1 printed the authorities in BeVeral cities took radical 
action along the lines therein ■uggested. It is no exaggeration to u.7 that within 
the uen ten ,ran the old barbuoaa Fourth of Jafy will have entirel7 di!appoared, 
and it le al9o within the bounda of accurate otalement lo add that the one greetest 
.iudrtidnal f...tor in accomplishing the much-needed reform h the author of the 
ee-t,.,., article.. 

" 




