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FOURTil OF J LY INJURIES AND 

TETAK 

[EDITORL\L] 

TU£ AXXUM. FOURTU OF J LY RE(,'ORD 

In thi, issue of Tu£ JouRXAL appears the se,·euth 
annual compilation of d.eath and injuries resulting 
from the celebration of the Fourth of Julv. The fad 
that the celebration w-as spread o,·er lhr.,:. days this 
}ear, since the Fourth eame on unday, may be partly 
responsible for the increaaed number of tetanus ca....,;. 
the total being nearly double that of last year. Except 
in a few progremve citiea which passed prohibitory or 
restricth-e ordinances, however, there seems to have been 
a relaxation of authority regarding the use of fireworks. 
chiefly in Illinoi•, M1.SMcbusetts, New Jersey, Ne• 
York and Peun,ylvania. More seriona bas been the ab­
sence or non-enforcement of restrictiona on the use of 
blank cartridges, which, of course, accounts for the 
increase of tetanus cases. 

Tetanus antitoxin, although exten.ively used, was 
still not employed as much as it should have been. 
either as a preveutire measure or after active symptoms 
began. In several instances, according to report, doctor< 
still resorted to the old methods of treatment long 
kno= to he of little value. Severai instances ..-ere 
reported also in which doctors did not Jay open th~ 
wounds until alter tetanus bad developed, and, there-­
fore, too late to be effective. In some instances the later 
operation revealed imbedded in the wound the ..-ad 
which should have been removed at the first treatment. 
The following simple rules have already had wide cir­
culation, but should be carefully followed in the treat­
meut of e,·ery blank cartridge or puncture wound: 
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TO ru:n: .. '\'.T LOC.KJAW 

I. Freely incise every wound. 
2.. Carefully and thoroughly remove from t..be wouud 

every particle of fonip. matter. 
3. Cauteriu the wound thoroughly with a 2j per 

~t. IJOlutioo of ph•nol (carbolic acid} in glJ·ceriu or 
akohol 

"-- A.ppl7 a IOOH wet. boric acid pack. 
5. loject aubcutaneously 1.;oo units of a.ntitetanic 

IUUDL 

O. ln no cue &bould tbe wound be closed. ll should 
be allowed to heal by granu.lation. The dressing znd 
pa.::.king abould be removed en~ry day . 

• \!though the numbers of dead nnd o! injured are 
lari,-er than or a.s large as last ~·ear, there is, ne,•erthi,-
1 , abundant evidence of on tocreasing public seoti• 
ment in favor of more rational methods of celebration. 
Two more cities, W ash.iDpn and Cleveland, 1ias..-ed and 
enforced prohibitory ordtnanCES, and Chicago enforced 
a restrictive ordinance, with the result that no casualtieo 
were reportoo for Washington, only four elight injuries 
for Cleveland, and less than half the usual number o! 
ac-cidenta and no deaths for Chicago. These results 
show that prohibitive measures are more eliecth·e than 
mere restrictive ordinances, although restricti,·e meo.-­
ures are much better than doing nothing. 

Efforts to provide safe amu.,ementa have been more 
extensive this year than ever before. Worthy of speeial 
mention is the plan adopted by pringfield, MOSE., which 
shows the great opportunity offered by the 1mnual cele­
bration of the Fourth of July to instill in the mind.- of 
the youth of our land a spirit of genuine patriotism. 
The parades, the floall! representing historical incident,,. 
the picnics, and, last hut not least, the annual chorn.­
drill under skilled leaders in preparation for the mass 
Einging of national airs and popular songs-aU these 
method!!, if more erlemively employed, would add 
greatly to the value of the Fourth-of.July celebration in 
our national life, and help to do away with the present 
death-dealing method!! of celebration. Those who are 
working toward better method■ bATe reuon for encour­
agement and should persevere. Citv anthoritiee should 
assist by prolul>iting fireworb. The only objections 
seem to come from the "buaineee interests" inYolved. 
By the combination, therefore, of snbstitntion and re­
striction, a more enli,dit.ened celebration of our national 
lndependenee Day will be aesnred. 

t 

I 

_j 
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STlLL TEllPORIZL'°G WITH THE BL.~'-K CARTRIDGE 
PISTOL 

Blank cartridge wounds cao..se more deaths in th,; 
annual celebration o( the Fonrih o( July than all othe, 
factors combined. In ae•en years, 794 deaths have been 
c-aused by this one factor! Kost of the victims were 
bright actirn boys, aged from 6 to 18 years, and they 
were doomed to die the most awful death known to 
med.icn: science, a death the agony of which is probably 
not parnllcled even by the tortures of the Inquisition. 
1f this nnonnl encrifice 11•ere really necessary, it would 
be far more merciful to pick out the hundred or more 
youth each year and deliberately shoot them. But this 
annual outrnne i not necessary; it i entirely pre•ent­
able, and the pre,·entioo rests with our city go,-ero­
men~. 

For i;erno venrs Tm: Jocm....-.iL has heralded ti, -
facis to the .;.orld. They barn been given ev o wid r 
publicity by some o( our public-spirited newspepers. 
During the past two or three years the public press geo­
eraUJ· ha taken up the cry, and now no one can plead 
igooranc-e of the awful facts. Neverlhel , the average 
citJ· go,·emment still views with the blind eye o( callon.< 
iodiJTereoce the fatalities for which it is morallv re­
poosible. Some cities have, indeed, pasi;ed prohibitory 

ordinances but have not enforced them vigorously. To 
permit the ui;e of blank cartridnes and blank rartridge 
pistols in the celebration of the Fourth of ,l uly is abso­
lutely criminal. The city council which fails to pass 
and lo enforce ordinances prohibiting the o..se of these 
instruments of torture will hereafter be open to the 
charg• o( criminal negligence. The plea of ignorance is 
no loo~r good; to temporize further regarding the aale 
and use or blank cartridges and blank cartridge pistols 
is to aid and abet torture and murder. 

Th..., •re rtroog -.rords; bot to use mild ones woulJ 
be to trifle with the angoish and horror in ICO""' of 
homes-a horror and anguish but faintly reftected in 
the appe]ling statistics on the subject. The only etJec­
tive way to deal with the murderous blank cartridge 
pistol is to pess and to enforce an abeolotely prohibiti•e 
ordinance in each city. No more temporizing should be 
tolerated. The agonizing deaths from this canee shool,l 
cease. 

.. 
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THE V ALOE OF TE'I.!,XUS A..YllTOXJX 

Among the reports of the cases of tetanu that we 
hare received we have frequently foun.d the statement 
that tetanll8 antitoxin wu not U9ed because "the doctor 
said" that it "wu useless," or "of doubtful nl ue:· or "in 
an C..'P"'imental stage." Therefore, although ...-e have 
been to some paiDB at sereral times to set forth the e..uct 
tatns of tetanu antitoxin acconling to the best avail­

nhle e,,idence, it would eeem worth while again to dis­
u-• the subject while it is "° acutel_,, bef re ttS as it now 

i . 'l'o put the matter in a nutshell, it may be slated 
dogmaticaJI_,, tl,at the n.lue of tetanu nntitoxin os a 
proph)·lactic agent is rery greaL and its effi iency nearly 
nb!'Olute; a a urati,·e agent it is by no means worth­
less, nnd undotibt"'1ly it El<es not a few Ii,· _ when 
properly 11-sed. ApparentlJ·, to judge from the r ports 
11t hand, many pby,i ians hare not yet I arnl'tl to dis­
tinguish betw n the re.;ults obtafo I b • th proph)·la -
tic use aod by the uratire use of tetanllil &olitosin; 
the usna! !utility of the latter hllS bren in rreetly as­
sumed to apply to the former. 

The enmple of using tetanus llDritoxin for rre•enlh·e 
purposes was fi~t furnished by the vet rinarian •. "·ho 
hne to conl.!nd w-ith kta.ous much more commonh· 
tblln 1re. Know-iog that in certain Elahi - lhe horses 
which received wotJDds ...-ere ,·ery likelJ· to de,·elop teta­
Dll!, they found it desirable to try to prewnt this ri-
0118 complieation by injectin,1? antito in into all ho 
that bad received wotJDd.. The re.;nlts that thev ob­
tained were from the first so triking that now antitorin 
prophyluis is invuiably U9ed to prerent endemic aod 
epidemic ontbreaks of tetaona in horses. For example, 
in one stable in which from au to eight cases of tetan113 
developed yearly, it wu decided to give en,ry horse with 
wounds about the feet a prophylllctic dose of antitoxin; 
during the following five yellrB three hundred horses 
were ao heated without a single eaae of tetamtS, aJ­
tbongh one hone which received no aotitorin developed 
the diseue. • V aillard 1 says that in a series of 13,124 
prophylactic injectiona • in bones not one contntcted 
tetanna. In man it ia not so easy to estimate the results 
of tetaona prophyluia, for, outside of Fonrth-of..Ju.ly 
tetanus, we do not often get a cbllDce to observe this 

1. weir... B. o.: Medkal :SC!'Wa. June l, J90t. 
2. Holl. Acad. Mfd., Parta. 1008. In.II, MU. 
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dioeue in epidemic proportiom, but such evidence •• 
we hl1'e is almoot equally fl1'orable. Suter' baa col­
lected 700 , .... in which but one light attack of tetanus 
wu ol.ened among all the patients given antito:rin. In 
France, ..-here thi1 practice seems to have been especially 
general, there haTe been a few cues of tetanus in 1pite 
of prophylactic injeetion, but the entire evidence ii 
emphaticalJy in favor of the nlue of this proced111'e; 
indeed, \" aillard claims that in only five cases in the 
literature to 1908 can the antitoxin prophylaxis be con­
sidered a complete failure. The Society of Surgery of 
Paris recently reported that in a group of Paris hoo­
pitala there bad occurred in tl,e last seven yean bot 
eleven cases of tetanus, all of whieb were in persoru, 
..-ho by some mischance had not received the customary 
pre,•entive dO!e or antitetanus serum, which is the rou­
tine practice there after a street ac-eident. Kocher went 
so far •• tu say before the German urgical Society that 
be would consider any physician entitled to reproof who 
failed to u..<e this measure in a case of injury with con­
tamination of Uie ..-ound by street dirt. 

In this country, the prophylo tic treatment of 
Fourth-of.July injuries has been, so far as we can 
learn. invnriabh- successful, and our annual mortalitv 
list from "patriotic' tetanus bas occurred becnu.."C of 
the luck of tl1is me:i.7.lre in the cases of 1 he victims. It 
is 10 be expected that a few .._ ma~· occur in spite o[ 
antitoxin, cspeciollJ when it is given seventl days after 
!he injury is recei,·ed. because by this time the disea..<e 
mav be well advan<ed and the blood loaded with letanu, 
toxins, even se,·eral days before the appearance of 
symptoms.• But even in these cases the :;nogn0&is wiU 
be mucl1 better if the antito.rin is given before rather 
than after-the symptoms have developed. 

'fo neglect to nse antitoxin as a curative agent is also 
unwarranted in the light of our present knowledge, even 
nlthough the results are by no meena ao striking as with 
diphtheria antitoxin. There is no question that mo"' 
of th..., patient,; 1'lC01el' with antitoxin than without, 
even if the number i1 not greal Especially efficacioug 
SEems to be the intraspinal route of administration, for 
by this means the antitoxin is brought into clooe contact 

3. An:b. klln. Cblr .. 1004. luT, 113; Beltr. kiln. Cblr .. 1901. 
Ill 1171. 

t. lladKn: C~tralbl. L Batterlol-. 1808.. sl, :So. I. 
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with the place where it ia most needed, anJ it ia well 
knoW11 that antibodies injected subcutaneously or into 
the blood directly do not find their ,.-ay into the cerebro­
spinal fluid in large amount.. Clinical results support 
this theorization, and Hoffmann' reports a series of 
thirteen ~- with 58 per cent. mortality in which the 
antitoxin was i;iYen snbcutaneously, whereas of sixteen 
patients given 1ntradural injections only two died, and 
these from complications. Undoubtedly some of the 
earlier disappointments with antitoxin prophylaxis and 
treatment were the result of the uncertain activity of 
the antitoxin preparations then on the market, a defect 
which has Leen remedied in this country by the systan 
o( tandard ization dernloped by the H ygicnic Labora­
tor~-o( the Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service. 

[IHE REPOilTl 

ETIXTH .L,,_-Y AL SUMMARY OF FOURTH OF 
.TULY IKJURIES 

For the seventh co.nsecutiYe year we are presenting 
statistics o( injuries recei,·ed during the celebration of 
the Fourth o( July, with particular reference to tetanus 
resulting from these injuries. Considerable effort has 
been made to secure reliable data, and all serious case. 
have been earefully investigated, so that, so far as the 
figures go, dependence may be placed on them. We have 
received thousands of letters from physician, in all parts 
of the country, reporting ca...ces which otherwi@e could 
not have been included in the statistics. There are doubt­
less thouaands of other eases not reported, although 
chiefly minor injuries_ Our thanks are due for the many 
eareful reports which have made these stati@tics mon, 
complete and the figures more reliable. The data are 
presented in the same manner as heretofore, in order 
that compari..<on may be made. 

llOKE CASES OP TET:A-.V-US 

There were 150 tetanus cases this year, almost doubl,, 
the record of last year, ..-hen 76 C8!e9 were reported. 
This is the Ingest number since 1903, when there were 
415 cases. It ia significant to note that the number of 
blank cartridge wounds correspondingly increased from 

5. Beltr. kltn. Cblr .. 1000. It". 
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Tuu: l.~.ES OP Ttt.L'fl'!S 

Caue of Site of 
Su. Ap. WOIUld. WOllDd. 

C&.LUOS:l'LI. 

::=:.::::::::::::::::::::: : :'-~e;:::I=:::::::: ~~ 8: 
oa..•~ 

Coriiiln ............•......... 11 P 8Lc14J ........ RaOO. .. •• ·16) 8 D. 
s-tllt. ........................ ll Ji BL etc. ... .. Raad......... 7 D. 

ru:,an,,a 
Pa.dpt&. ............. _ ...... II l! BL~ ....... R.&Dd.. . . . . . . . . D • 

......, 
Reoclrid:--. .................. 11 !T Ouoshot. ........ \nlrle.. 10 D. 

Allt!a ........................ 11 
Brown ...................... 11 

~::::::::·.::::::::::!: 
F.bri,rb.L ..................... 111 
Ford ........................ ll 
0.rmaa. ..................... 11 
0-iel ...................... 11 
Granat ...................... 11 
Batre,. ...................... M 
llea.-oa ........ , ............ 11 
llorrl ..................... 11 
IIMlford .................... 11. 
"""-························· 
S.;;;.·.-:·:·:·:·::·:·:·:·::·:·::·:·:·:·: 
Si•IDOGS.. .. . ............. M 
Stoa'el. ...................... 11 
Ve.rbelia .........••......... 11 

Callahan .................... K 
Cs.e~inskl ................. II 
Doliioa ...................... lll 
Kea.DedJ .•................... !11. 

1::::t :: :: :: : : :::: ::::·.-. ::·.-.~ 
~=:::::::~::::::::::: 

D.LDJOII 

~~ :t:::::::::::~-~-::::::lOI: R: 
J :t~.:::::::··::::l::::::·· "! &: 
1! ffl::::··.:.:::e~~.-.-.-.: .. : ,i Ji 

Bl.nc ...... Hand_ .... 1; 0. 
11 BLcta ......... HaDd........ 1 D. 
10 81.ct,r ........ Tllicb .... tlOJ!! B. 
1.$ Bl.etc... .Rand... .. a R. 
9 81.c.t« ....... Fi~r..... 7 D. 

~-m::: ::.::: .. U::t:·:: .... t•1·9 o: 
~ =-~·:: .. :·::B::t·:·::: : ~: 
~ ::::::::.:::JJ::t::::·:: ·; ii. 
~-:::: ::::::::~i::.::::::::<,,1: R 
12 Bl.ct,c ......... Baad......... 15 D. 

[0W'4 

Parb... ...................... K 11 BLeia-......... lland-....... 9 D. 

Allen ........................ P 
Cla.rk ........................ 11 
lllller ...................... )I 
Van Meter .................. M 
Williams. ..........•........ M 
Yocam ...................... K 

GilL ......................... 11 

IU.nil 

~ f~Et/:::::IW~::::::: ~ R 
r·t=·:·:·:·::·::·:·:·==~:::::::n}ii § 

""'"'1c:rt 

8 Bl.etc ........ Bud. ....... . 
,ui,n 

PitU ........................ 11 JS Bl.ctc" ......... Rand ......... ll D. 
IU&TLUI) 

~~~·::.:·::::.::·::::::::.~ ~ ;:=:::::::::.t':!1~::::::.<.to>:. }. 
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ea-o1 S11eo1 
Su. ..... Woad. W....t 

--C. ..............• 

f.i.~:t;:·;:;·:·:::·~~:~:J 
:=:::::::::::::::::::::::: ............................. 

.t.lllancl .................... M 
llal'Nt\.. .........••.........• 

%:.::::::::::::::::::::::: 
t.wler ...................... 11 
McBorie .........•.......... 11 -...- .................... . 
8cbaff ...........•...........• 
Slteridu .................... 11 

~::::::::::::::::::::.: 

Adalr .•......................• 
Cooper ••• ·······•··········• 

f::.:.:::·:·:·:·:·::.·:::·:-:·::·:-:-.:! 
~--····················· Solumoa .................... 11 
............................... 

~~::::::::::::::JI 
Slale&. ...................... 11 

I IWIIIH~~ I 
u .............. llaod ........ hl: I: 
ZI actc ......... Raad.......... II 

)110n..L-C.A 

!I Bl.etc....... RaacL....... 10 D. 

~ :::::::::::::l::t.:::::: ii C: 
Y......__Ll 

i;:i~::::::::~::::::::::S ~ .. rt::::::::E::::::::: 
!CCW' R.l.lfMIUl&C 

Boyle ...........•........... 11 11 Blc&t:" ......... B&nd ......... ("I') I D. 

~~~:::::::::::::::::::ll 
Fikber ...................... 11 

~~~:::::·.::::·.:::·:.::::~ 
Ool tcin. ................. II 
Qatbrio- ..........••........ K 
Baa.t ................•....... 11 
Juperioo ................... 11 
Kele, ........................ M 
Lone ........................ . 
llclDtrre. ................... lll 
llart.lo ....................... M 
lllaer- .............•........ M 
Pena.- ..........••..........• 
R.lcclo. ...................... 11 
Walters ..................... M 

Ir/:::::::::::::::::::::::: 

XEW .JCllSE"Y 
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11 

- !la. -- 'i:.t' 

-························ Coleo ........................• -... ....................• 
Farbu ..............•........ 11 
Boapt. ....................... 11 
IoaioTald ................... 11 

=k:.".".".'.".".':.'.':_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-: 
Scot& .......................• 
Werta. ...................... 11 

SOCTU DA.lltOTA. 

8IIO ol w-. 

Pbabas .•.................... 11 11 111.ctc ......... Flaaer....... I D. 

=::::::::::::::::::::::: 
::t7::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

ec-.dT .................... 11 

~.\r:.·.·.··.··.·.·::::.·:.: .. •.; 
Robwoa .•.................. 11 

Bri9coe ...................... M 

£~:'::::::::::::::::::! 
-""·······················)I 
~::.·.:·:.·.·::.·:.·::.·.·:::., 
••ta ......................... r 
-.... .................... 11 

W.#JIHl~OTO,t 
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816 last year to 1,095 this year, and that the states hn-
ing the largest numbers of blank cartridge injuries hav, 
also the largest numbers of tetanus cases (Table 5). It 
is interesting also to state that from blank cartridge 

TABLE :.--Co .. ll.190~ WITU Palt"l'IODS Tb&.8 

1003 1904 1905 llCMI 1907 1108 1909 
Alat.ma .... 
A-aa 
California ... - • 3 -
Colorado • 1 
Connec=tlcut 3 3 • I 
De.laware I I 1 -DlaL Columbia 1 
l'lorlda ..... 1 
G,o,pa ..... 1 
ldabo 1 1 
Ullnola ..... 49 .. 20 ,. 1.: 1: 20 
lndJau ..... 11 • • 8 2 • 1u .... .. • • • 1 1 ....... 11 1 1 • Ke1tucty .... • l 1 1 
Lonlsla.u. ... 
lla.lne - • 1 1 1 
llaryland 1 1 2 
lla-.cbtl.lM!tt&. 16 5 7 a 2 • 8 
lllcblpn ... :,g • • • 11 
lllnne.ota ... 10 2 2 
l.llslourt .... :,g 1 • 3 • s 
llontana .... 1 1 s 
Sebruka • 3 • 1 1 s 
Sew Ua.mpahlre 1 1 
Sew Jeney- .. 8 • 3 10 s 10 19 
Se.- York ... 38 • • 8 • • u 
~iortb Dakota 
Ohio •• 0 • • • 10 
Oklahoma ... 1 1 1 
Orei;on 1 
f'en·n■yhanls.. 80 1, JO • 10 
Rbode hland. 3 1 
South Carollna 
South Dakota. 1 1 
Te.n.n~-tt ... 
Tens ...... -
Utah 1 i 
Vn-mont 3 -
Wublngton 1 - • • 
West Ylri;t.nla 3 1 • Wlsconsln ... 10 • 13 • • • 
Wyom.i.D& ... 1 

Tota.I ... ... 105 104 80 ,3 •• 10-0 

S1.atH buln.c ..... ..... 30 21 23 20 23 20 20 

wounds there was a higher percentage of deaths {10.2) 
than from gunshot wounds (6.1 per cent.). 

The most common canse of the wound is the blank 
eartridge, -and ~be usual site is the ban.d. The duration 
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ghm ia the number of days between the injury and death 
or recovery. Following the injury it required from 5 to 
15 days before the •ymptoms of tetanus appeared, the 
average of all fatal cases being about 7 daJR. The longer 
incubation period doubtless indicate,; a less virulent 
germ and, therefore, a better chance !or recovery by 
treatment. In one case the symptoms began on the 
fourth day while in another case they appeared on the 
fifteenth. Following the appearance of the symptoms 
death resulted in from 2 to 9 days, the a<erage of all 
cases reported this year being about 3½ days. lo 4 ca...., 
the entire duration of time between inocu.lation an,l 
death was six days or le,;s. The a<erage duration for all 
fatal eases reported was IO½ days. The Ii t of tetanu­
ca..-es is given in Tobie I. 

TABLE 3.-Ca.uu o, Tru...~ca Culu. 
Blanlt Giant Cu- Fire- Powder, 

Year. Cartridge. Cracker. noo. arm.a. elc. 
100:t........... :rn., 11 !!i 
1904............ i" 18 6 
190,;............ tN 1i .:I G 13 
1906...... .. . . . . G.. li 1 j JO 
1907 ............ 5:! 8 {; .f 3 
1908............ 58 S -4 3 6 
J909 ............ 130 9 1 4 6 

Tolal 
..f.lfi 
10:; 
](H 

so 

TABLE -4.--C..c&U or Du.TBS A:tlDI: F&Olil TE"r:.l.XCS 

Gun­
l"n.r. sbot. 

1003 .... 37 
UH)6 .... 38 
1007 .... 20 
1908 .... SO 
1909 .... 1i 

Fire Powder. 
from Tor-
Fire-- pe,don. Gluf 

'tl'Ork.L etc. Cncken. 
2:1 6 ~ 
18 18 3 
31 13 13 
2!! 19 23 
3i 16 

Otber 
Caues. 

" 3 .. 
• 

Tota.I. 

"" 83 
102 
108 
90 

Tetanus cases occurred in 25 diKerent states, or in 5 
more than last year, and the same as in 1906. For the 
fifth consecutive year Illinois reports the largest num­
ber, having 20 cases this year, 12 each in 1908 and 1907, 
16 in 1906 and 20 in 1905. In 1903 and 1904 Pennsyl­
vania reported the highest numbers. For the fourth 
consecutive year New Jersey reports the nerl highest 
number, having 19 CBEeS this year, 10 last year, 8 in 
1907 and IO in 1906. Ohio reports 12 cases th.is year. 
Michigan and New York each bad 11 cases and Penn­
sylvania 10. Table 2 gives a comparison of the number 
of cases in each state for th~ seven years. 

I 



TARJ.Fl G.-81JmlARY IIY STATES Ob' JUJ.Y b'OURTII CAIUALTIE8 

-l)cntln1.- ----- JnJ11rle1. Cauaes of CautH or 111 CINI Hide from tet ■ a111. 
1.et1nu1 

i ! g . .. CIIH, t 
t I I a . 

I! ;;; f f .. fl ~. i , .. ! ; h 1 ~ ~ g !11 
fl i -1 ~ !1 

t; 

J I ~ . I -; '; '; "oi kf C C 

I i jl 8l&lH, ! l !' 11 15 .. 
i ! ! 3t !~ ,l; !• = a .- .!! ~ 5 ... " ii! .: .: 

Alabama . , ..... .. I I I 1 
Arlaou ........ .I 2 3 " I 
Arkau .. ,, .... 1 I I I 
Calltornla ... , , . 2 1 8 2 1 83 80 811 I I 11 aa 20 1 22 
Color1do , .. , , .. .. 1 I I 16 17 18 2 • 1 8 8 
Coaneetlrut .... 8 8 • 70 88 80 !II 24 14 11 0 
f>elanre .. , ... 2 I 3 10 10 13 6 2 • Dllt, of Columbia .. 
l!'lorlda ........ .. -. ........ 
Jdallo ......... 1 1 1 I !I I 1 
mi.oi. ........ 1G I 18 2 7 2 14 ~ 629 147 20 188 181 10 •• 113 ....... 0 !I 11 7 2 148 102 IU 8 I a., n 10 10 42 
Iowa .......... 1 1 R 2 2 8R 110 Pl 1 7 82 0 I 21 
Kauu ........ 6 8 I 70 811 88 0 I Ill 22 6 • 10 
K•tacll1 .... ,. .. I 1 1 10 18 17 I 3 8 I • Loullloaa , .... 
111111, , ........ 1 1 I 20 ,1 22 I 2 8 8 I • llal'JlaD4 ...... 1 1 0 II tu 2 I !I 2 I 2 
llulloll■Nttl .. 6 11 10 R I 10 194 ••• . .. , 7 I 118 1111 24 II 12b --· ...... 0 0 14 3 3 I 8 ••• 168 177 II) 1 •• 84 18 0 .. 
Ill- ..... .. 8 R 88 tl8 ,., R 28 !I I .. 
IIINlalppl , , . , , 
11181Garl ,,, ... , 8 0 14 2 188 188 Bl'l:.t 7 I 148 811 80 40 ID 



:•~~:ti~•=T•~~•gg~-,~~~~~~~i~ 

.... ·•. 

I...-:,-: .. ~ C ... I;; 

: I ~~;;~eiii! J ~ i--~:-•~ ... ,~ 

: i ;:;~~i=~ I! 

: : !:;g~~£~~ i ~ i c-,-- .......... I, 

: I g~2~~~g I~ 



JG 

Blank cartridges •till continue to be rapolllible for 
the gre.t majority of tetanm -, 130, or 86.5 p,r 
cenl of all cueo thls year, being due to that ca-, u 
compared with 73.3 per cenl Jut year and 71 per cenl 
in 1907 and 60 per cent. in 1906. N"me - thill yar 
resulted from giant fira:ncli:er injuriei, • _,,. from 
gunshot wound', I ca,e from toy cannon injlll'J and 6 
from other form• of fireworks. 

Of the 150 cues of tetanue due to Fourth of July in­
juriea this year, 125, or &l per cenl, were reported tc 
have ended fatally, as compared with 72 per cent. of 
deaths last year, 85 per cent. in 1907 and &l per cent. 
in 1906. 

T1:T.L'1U8 PBOll O'THEJI 1'1l.L'1 1'0tr11Tll OP .TULT IS.TtTRIES 

Bea.ides the cases of lockjaw due dittctly to Fourth of 
July injuries, many other cases were reported this yesr 
..-hich occurred during the Fourth of July -,on, but 
which were due to pell'!trating injuries from nails or 
splinters. to cruming injuries or other ca-. There 
were 128 such cases reported this year, u compared 
with 166 last year and 9-1 in 1907. The report of these 
cases emphasize! the fact that in the treatment of all 
penetrating wounds the po@Sibility of tetanus should be 
borne in mind and prophylactic measures employed. 

-Of the 128 cues of tetanus due to other than Fourth 
of July injuries, :Pennaylvania reported 21, Illinois 18, 
Ohio 13 and New York 12. Altogether 25 states re­
ported cues, u compared with 28 last year. Table 8 on 
page 953 sbon these C:IIEI by states and will be inter­
esting in comparuon with Table 2. 

DB41"H.8 nox :nuwom., ASIDE Pal[ -nrr..u---us 
Bes:ides the 125 clathe due t.o tetanus, 90 persons were 

killed by variona forma of fireworb, making a total of 
215 deaths, an jn.,,_ of 52 over last year and 57 more 
than in 1906. 8e'1!11taen were lr:illed outright thls year by 
firearms, 16 were killed by explosions of powder, 7 by 
giant firecrackers, 7 by t.oy C&DDOII and 7 by vari0118 
causes, mch •• blood poieoning, by aky-rockeb, chemi­
cals, etc., while 37 were literally bumed t.o death by fire 
from fireworb, many of which were caueed by the ao­
called ''harmlese" varieties of fireworb. A. heretofore. 
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all accidents not directly due to the discharge or han­
dling ot fire..-orks or other means ol noise production on 
or about the Fourth or July have been omitted. Table 4 

TABLE 6.-TOnL D1uTB9 .AYO ACCIDll.!"n 
Sen"' 'I.JU..U 

1003 lD(M 1~ 1908 
Alabama ..... . 

~--····· 
A.rb.D ... .... . 
California . . . . 100 
Colorado . . . . . :m 
Cooaectlcut . . . tG:: 
°'laware . . . . . I 
01.sL Columbla. 
FlorldA ...... . 
.............. 
Idaho ........ -t 
IlllDOla ...... 368 
ladlaaa . . . . . . 160 
Iowa ......... 168 
Kao-. ...... 63 
Kntucky ..... :JO 
Lo::llalaaa . . . . . . 
lldne ....... 31 
Ka.ryta ud . . . . . !!:l 
llua.duttttU.a.. 631 
lUcblp.a . . . . . l 4.f 
lllaonota . . . . l r, i 
Jil.lnl•lppl . . . . . 
Klaoorl ...... 14i 
lloatana . . . . . G 
Sebruka . . . . . a:6 
Send& ........ . 
Sew- Hampshire 37 
New Jeraey ... ~ 
Ne•· llulco. .. .. 
New Yotlr: ..... G!!:! 
Sortb Carollaa .. 
North Du:ota.. 10 
Ohio ......... 443 
Oklalloma .... 1 
0ftSOII, . . . . . . . 16 
Pmaqlnala .. 533 
Rhode J9la.ad.. 8-4 
Soalh Caroll.Da 
Soat.b 0.lkota .. 
Te.O.De98N! ••.•• 
TuH ....... . 
('tab ........ !!3 
\"ermont . . ... . 45 
\'lrpDla ..... . 
W'uhlast.oa . . . 21 
Welt vtrstnla.. 10 
WilCODl.l.ll . . . . 100 
w,.omJ•& ..... 1 

138 

•• 13:l 
a 
•g 
• 423 

211 
t3j 

88 
j:! 

32 

103 
lGi 
102 

84 
H 
63 

1 
23 

004 
4 

549 

327 
3 

13 
744 
30 

10 
l 

= ,. 
11 
25 
16 

215 

I 2 

• • 
' 1-12 96 

26 23 
13"~ 160 .. 8 
04 

3 
fi.42 ... 
217 = •es 236 ... 61 

H et 
3 

29 10 
13 10 

467' 329 
288 193 
174, 115 . 
218 3!?:e 

•• 3 
43 •• 
• 29 

350 398 

• 1 - 881 
1 l 

29 11 
329 400 

7 .. 
9 11 = 969 

11 21 
1 

15 • • 11 
25 18 
10 14 
5 8 

,.. 25 
34 .. 

230 105 
8 • 

ff 8T.ITU oca.1sc 

1907 1908 1009 
1 1 1 • 3 

t 
1:1 1J6 80 
25 ts 18 
63 10:; 86 
16 ., 13 
12 e, 

1 

" • • • -... .. :.-46 
250 104 

:!31 li♦ 91 .. 70 8'1 
l 33 H 

• 11 16 
"3 21 10 

188 430 •31' 
163 203 17'7 
o; ., ., 

1 

""" 375 330 • ll 9 
68 46 42 

1 • 13 ,. 23 
402 4.7:! 4 

• 1 
TS:! 6<7 897 

8 13 • 375 ... 3:3 
104 • 12 

• • et 
491 987 986 

39 39 42 

• 8 10 9 

• • • 7 ll 4 
30 12 18 
18 19 12 

• 4 
23 38 32 
27 29 .. 

100 187 15i 
1 1 

,bo..-s a comparL<on of the caDEes of death other than 
from tetanll8 for the pa.st five years. 

In Table 5 ,n1} be found a 81llD1D&lY of all injuries, 
including tetanus, and of all ca118e8, arranged by states. 

t 
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TAnt.A 7.-~ll~llnm IUWOHTFm KU,l,MO ANO INJ1JUF:n IN OOH l,AROF.kT CITIF.fl IN TlfRKfC YID.ARI 

l'opulallon, 
('N11111 Jlurt•au 

Clly. 1'!1t. IOOfL 

N• York, N. Y ......... , .'.,,, ... 4,118,048 

• fi:i~:t:fp~1
~. 'i,a: ·: :: : : : : : : :: : : : : i:t~:~:g 

IL Loul1, Mo .... ,, ..•• , ... ,.... 648,820 
Boatoa, M111. . ...... , , , ...... , . 602,278 
Baltimore, Md. . ......• , . . . . . . . . 6ft8,000 
Olntlaod, O. , ........ , , . . . . • . . . 4Q0,82T 
Bdalo, N, Y .. ,, ....... , .. , .. ,,, BHl,810 
Plttlbur1 1 Pa. . ... , , . , , , . , . , , . , . 8715,082 
lllJa rraacl1CO, Cal .....•. , ... , . , . ao,,001 
&litrolt, MIClb, .. , , . , , , • , , ... , ... 

flr.:::::!!: ~v1;.·: '. '. '. '. '. '. '. '. '. '. '. '. '. :: 

"'-=~;~~~~:::::: ::: :: :: : : : 
m:'a•~II•, Minn, . , .. , , . , ... , . , 

f:111."'K~.' ~:::::::::::::::: 
~':."1r.::r.1::1n~~~·. : ; : : ; : ; : ; ; ; : ; ; '. 
ProYld1ace. fl. I ........... -. .... . 
1:.b•t1r, N. Y .........••..... , 

5i.~t:::::::::: i::::::: 
~:~:Te~:~::::::::::::::::: 
Omal!''\.•br . .......... , ...... . 
NewHat'la, Coan., ... ,,., .... ,, 

itr.lf:~:;:::: :: : :: : :l::: ::: 
l'all Rlnr, AfH• ... , ...... , ... .. 

i!!1f1:•Ja•ih,0

:: '. '.: '. '.:: '.:: ::: '. :: 

l.01 ADltlf'II, f'nl, . , . , ..... , , . , .. 

I 
I 
100 
un. 
J.fft,,&14 
un,2,0 
180,0'78 
120.018 
124,10'7 
121,227 
118,880 
l 18,89'l 
118,004 
112,801 
109,88< 
10!1,942 
10◄ ,084 
IOf,160 
102,470 

RIiied. 

22 
10 
7 
3 
3 

ll 

10 

2 • -
.i 

.i 

.i 
I 

•• 

'j 

'j 
I 

·; 
I 

1007 
JaJured. 

422 
101 
248 
180 
no • fut 
18 
8H 

3·i1 
II 

UR 
8 

1:.t 
120 

13 
81 
Ill 
lit 
20 
20 
u 
48 • • :m 
·o 
I 

20 • 2U • 28 
:.m 
" 'i 
" it:\ 

1008 
Killed. laJured. 

11 !110 
12 20!1 

0 ◄28 
4 22ft 
0 100 
I 10 

12 08 
8 11 

HO 
11 

, , 10 
I 11!1 

TII • ·~ ~l 
.. 10 . ... 
.. IO 
t 14 

.. 13 
I 21 

·; 
I 

" 

10 
M 

8 u 
r, 

:?{1 
3 rn 

i ◄ 
IT 
41 
lll 

:I 
t~ 
:., 

40 

IOOO 
KIiied. Injured, 

7 OGO 
. 118 
O 001 
f 1118 
G 187 

r, 
4 

88 
r, ,&8 
. 12 
~ •u 
l1 HO 

1• 

• i lo() 
I u 
I H 
I 10 
I M 

18 
1H 

-~ • ITT 

" .i 12 
Ill 

H 
• i 4 

IT 
1r. 

'j 
,. 
~ 

I N 
I u 

Ill 
Ill 

ii, 
2A 

Tot1l1. 
KUled. loJure4. 

40 1.2117 
211 471 
22 1,112 
11 OIi 
U 410 

I 18 
10 160 

8 82 
1ft 188 

. 28 
◄ toi, 
ti 281 
ll 241 

12 
.. 18 
4 lMlo 
I 47 
O TO 
I &a 
8 60 

.. IU 
I 54 

•• 1:1 
:I HI 

.. 113 
0 "" 

•• ~ 
• i 8 

~ 

" .! 47 •• " ~ 
4 100 

"' • i 81 
7 

4 H 
!ITT 
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Beneath the totals at the bottom of the table are gi•en 
the totals for the six previo111 yean in order that oom­
pariaom may be made. The grand toWs are also gi.-en. 
Table 6 is arranged to show a more ready oompuilon 
by mt.es of the total deaths and accidents for the ai:r 
years. 

Pl!IIDSyl.-ania holds the blackest recotd with 986 
caanalties, Ne,r York ooming second with 898, followed 
by Illinoie with 647, Ne,r Jeney with 488 and Jlua. 
choaetts with 430. Altogether there were 5,307 accidents 
this year, or 316 lees than Jut year. 

NON·Pil'A.L 1N.JU1lll!B 

There were 5,092 non-faW injuries thie year, 
or 368 lesa than Jut year. There were 16 people 
totally blinded this year, being 5 more than Jut year, 
but 9 leaa than the highest nom ber in 1905. There were 
36 who loet one eye each, 41 'O•bo loet legs, arms or 
hands, while l'.6 peraom loot o.ne or more fingers. The 
giant firecracl<er bolds the lint rank u a c&ll8e of mutil­
ating wounds and is responsible for the majority of 
l.-ea of eyes, bands and fingeni during the annnal cele­
bration of the Fourth. In the awfulneaa of its destruc­
tion, the giant firecracker is eqnaled in a fe,r instance,, 
only by the e:rpl08ions of home-made cannon. The fact 
that the wounds made by the giant firecracker are so 
lacerated and laid open is probably the re&l!OD it dne,i not 
cause more lock-jaw. Then, also, these cuee are taken to 
the physician, while the supposedly insignificant wounds 
made by blank cartridges are neglected. This year 
1,614 accidents, including 7 deaths and 9 ce.. ... of lock­
jaw, were due to the gi11nt firecnicker. 

Firearms cau..<ed 34l accidents, including 17 killed 
and 4 cases of locl..-jaw. The percentage of deaths was 
6.1. Of the total number thus injured, 132 were struck 
by stray bullets from the reckless shooting of firearms 
by otheni and 5 deaths resulted. Toy cannons caused 
427 injuries, including 7 killed and one case of tetanus._ 

TOTA.LS IN C1ID<P orrtE8 
Table 7 shows the number reported killed and injured 

in the largest cities during the put three yean. The 
population figures were taken from the U. S. Census 
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Bunn', estimate of 1906. This table will be of special 
interest from ,ar to year, since it will show the remits 
of the adoption and enforeement of o...iu.a- prohibit­
ing or J'l!lltricting the""" of fueworb. Philadelphia had 
9 deaths thia ,ar, the largeat nnmber reported for any 
one city, New York had 7 deaths, Boston, Pittsburg and 
Lawrence, Mass., each had 5, while -l each were reported 
for St. Louis, Kansu City, Mo., and Camden, N. J. 

Of non-fatal accident!! this year, New York leads with 
559, followed by Philadelphia with 508, Boston with 
167, St. Lonie with 163, , ewa.rk with 150, and Chicago 
with 118. 

RESUL'l'S or USl'RICTIVE LEGISLATION 

For several years Baltimore bas practically prohibited 
all Corms of fireworb, and the small number of casual-

TABLE 8.-CUU o, Tln'AJrtift no• OTB.a C.Ul9.U 

Al- ......... . 
Arlsoaa .......... . 
Arb.D.As ........ . 
Calltot"Dla ....... . 
Colorado ........ . 
Connecticut ...... . 
Delawa~ ........ . 
DI.at. of Columbia .. 
Florida .......... . 
G<org1a •••••••.•• 
Idaho ........... . 
l.lllDola ......... . 
ladl&Da ......... . 
Iowa ......... , .. . 
haas .......... . 
Keatoclty ........ . 
Loulslana ....... . 
Maine ........... . 
Ma.ryla.od ........ . 
llasaacbu.set·ts 
>llclllpD ........ . 
lllDDftota ....... . "-•· ...... . 
>llaour1 
MoataD& ........ . 
Nebra.ats ........ . 

1908- 1909. 1008. 1000. 
x~ ... da .......... • 
Sew Ha.mpilhltt ... . 
New J~rMy ..... . 

.fi Nt-w lilulco ..... . 
?'iew York . . . . . . . . ti' 

2 Sorth Ca.rollna . . . . I 
1 Nonb Dakota . . . . . I 

Oil.lo ............. :!:I 

-·········· 
1 Orta0a ........ . 

Pm.m:7ln..nla . . . . . ~1 
18 Rhode ltd.ud .... . 
4 Soatb Carolina ... . 
7 Sootb Dakota ... . 

Tmn"'8ee ....... . 
!5 Tem ........... . 

Utah ........... . 
Vermont ........ . 
Vlrglala ......... . 

5 wu1tm11·on ..... . 
5 Wat Virginia ... . 
2 WIIICOIWa ....... . 

W,amlng ........ . 

Total ............ . 166 
3 States reportlnc cuea.29 

s 
I 

12 

13 

I 
21 

I 

128 
%$ 

ties shown in Table 7 are the result. In fact, it bas been 
stated that, even of the few accidents reported, most 
came from subnrbs and outlying districts which were 
not direct) y under the city ordinances. 

Immediately following last year's celebration, when 
12 penons were killed by fireworks, Cleveland passed a 
prohibitive ordinance, in spite of the protests of fire-
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work& dealeni. The wisdom ol that legislation is ohown 
by the tart tbat no deaths -.rere reported thia year and 
only foar mmor iajnriee. 

W uhington, 0DJ' national capital, baa aet • oplondid 
enmple by enforcing a prohibitory ordiaance, with the 
reeult that thia year not a aingle atticlent .. reported. 

Inate.d ol rohilriting all llreworb, Chicago i-d a 
reotric:tive o~ limitiJlg the Nie to lireworb to a 
few daya preceeding Joly Sand limited the eize of tire­
cncken. The uae of blank cartridge piatola wu atrictly 
forbidden. Comparatinly few licenaa to aelJ fittworb 
were isaued, and, according to reports, the ordinance wu 
well enlorced. No deaths were reported this year u com­
pared with 12 Jut year and 16 in 1907. The number of 
injuri .. still remains high, although it is a splendid 
sho.-in~ comp&ffll trith Philadelphia, Xew York and 
other citieo, where very little, if any, restrictive effort. 
u·ere made. Restricti,·e ordinances were reported for 
other citie,;. but no such marked results were apparent. 

\\-H..EB£ THE R.ESPO.iSlBILJTY RESTS 

The responsibility for the vast majority of deaths and 
injuries clearly rests with city government,, and this 
annual carnage could donbtlesa be prevented without ex­
treme dilliculty. Prohibitory ordinances an: moat effec­
ti\'e and permanent, as shown by the results in Balti­
more, Washington, San Francisco and Cleveland, and 
e,·en restrictive ordinances, if strictly enlorced, are 
rather clfecti"e, as sho\\'ll by the results ua Toledo, Chi­
cago and other cities. But the enforcement of restrictive 
measures is more difficult IIDd requires more constant 
vigilance on the part of the police. By the sound. ii is 
diffi<,ult t<> know whether •n e.,plosion is doe to a fire­
cracker 3 inches long or to one 5 inche,; long, or whether 
it is due to some other forbidden form of fireworks. 
Under the prohibitory ordinance any explosion would be 
recognized at once as a violation of the law. Again, the 
smaller sized firecrackers which have been coneidered so 
harmless canoed the clothing to catch fire in many of the 
37 instances where persons, mostly girls and young chil­
dren, were burned to death. Even the "harmless" spark­
ler caused three of these deaths, which were far more 
agonizing than if cauaed by gunshot wounds. 

The police commissioner of one of 0DJ' large eastern 
<>ities is reported to have openly declared himself in 

I 

J 
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,ympalhy with the noise, tl1e tumult and the shooting oi 
firecrackers in the celebration of the Fourth of Julv. 
When the results of the celebration in that city wen, 
kno..-n, it was found that 5 liTes had been destroyed and 
167 persons were injured, some of whom had eyes blowr, 
out band@, fingen, and eat!! tom off, or were otherwise 
marred for life. Of the 5 who were ldlled, 2 were shot 
down and 3 became human torchtt, burned in order 
that the people in that city might "warm up and let the 
,rnrld know they were alive!" 

With what relief, therefore, we turn lo another but 
somewhat miaUer eastern city, Springfield, lla.sa., which 
has set a glorious example in the proper celebration oi 
our national birthday and has taken advantage of Amer• 
ica·s greatest opportunity to dernlop tr'.lc patriotism and 
to bring closer together the mrious nationalities which 
make up so large a portion of its populnti n. The 
"pringfield celebration, which meanwhile c-ost the com­

mittee only - 3.500 in contributions, bas alreudy been so 
well described' tl1at detailed mention is unn -,.-snr~--

A.....'iY-0-.\L PUEP-lR..1TIO~ FOR C...\ '(:_\LTlES 

Thousands o( dollars are being spent en h year iu 
preparation for the ca.sualties of July 4. ·o e.den­
si\·c hlls become this preparation that, as some one hns 
po.intedly remarked, it resembles the preparation for 
n great battle. How much more enjoyment would resu,t 
as well as uplift and profit if the same energy were ex­
pended in preparntion for more modern methods of 
celebration ! 

RADICAL 3.CTIO~ NEEDED 

Our annual sacrifice in the celebration of the Fourth 
may be compared to the facts related about the llinotaur 
of old to whom the Greeb were required to sacrifi,e,, 
periodically large numbers of the fair youths and maid­
ens of Athens. Americ~ suffers by the comparison, how­
e,er, since our sacrifice is annual, whereas that of the 
Athenians was only once in nine years! Radical meas­
ures were used then when Thesellil slew the Minotaur. 
Radical measures are needed now and the barbarous 
Fourth should go. The sentiment favoring the enlight­
ened celebration is rapidly on the increa..oe, but hood­
luma require more than coaxing-they must be handled 

1. AUa.ntlc lfoatbly. June. 1!)09. 
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hy the police. More re51rictions were placed on U,e 11-<e 
of fu-eworb this year than ever before. The celebration 
in mlllly cities wu limited to the one day and the Mle 
of fireworb wu limited to 2 or 3 day1. Jlany forma or 
fireworks were P,robibited in many citiea IUld - of 
quiet ..-ere pl'01'ided for hoopita!A. And 1'911lb were ob­
tained. si:na, from all parto ol the C01111try come report• 
that there wu Deftr a more quiet and orderly celebra­
tion. Although the deatho and injuries are u manv "" 
ever, there u DeTertheles@ much to encoange th- ·•ho 
are working for trnly patriotic methods of celebratinii 
onr national independence. They l!boold pen,evere iu 
their efforts. . 

PRE~ OPlXIOX REGARDI.\'G THE FO,RTTI 
OF JULY CELEBRATION 

Xe,er has public sentiment been so thorougbl)· 
aroused regarding the antiquated and death-dealing 
methods of celebrating Independcnc Day than at the 
present time, judging from the flood of newspaper clip­
pings which continue to pour into the office commenting 
on the statistics of deaths and injuries from this year's 
c-elebratioo, published in THE JomL'<AL a fe,.· weeks ago. 
Among theee comments are many able editoriale which 
we should like to publish entire if space permitted. The 
following extracts, howeYer sho"· how strong has be­
come th.e sentiment fuorable to any measures which 
would effectively suppress all dangerous and noisy meth­
ods of celebration. The reasons showing that now is the 
time when cities should pass ordinances prohibiting the 
u..se of fireworks are clearly set forth in the following 
from the New Yor_k Tn1nme: 

There remains to be made, with a.11 pouible earnestness, the 
suggestion that now, right away, ie the time foT action if the 
good example of those three cities i1 to be Wended next year 
and if the United States is to be rescued from what has be­
come a grave national reproach and an impeachment ot our 
hum.'lnity and common aeme. It would be futile paltering to 
wait until a few days before next Fourth of Ju]y and then try 
to &top the mischief. The only rational course is to enact 
ordinances or state la,n at the earliest possible date, u far as 
possible in adTance of the need of their application, IO that 
ma.ken of and dealers in explosiRS will haTe fair waniing and 
they and the public will be prepared for a Fourth of July 
w-ithont th~ usual murderous racket. The publication of such 
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statistics u thoee which we h,3,·e quoted , hould ma.rk the 
signiag of the death warn.nt or the toy pi!ltol a.nd all i~ 
dtalh-doaling kin. 

So widespread and emphatic has become this demand 
for the suppreoaion of dangerous and antiquated meth­
ods of celebration that city councils ma be aseured of 
strong support in the adoption of rigidly restrictive or 
prohibitory ordinances, and now is the time when aetion 
should be taken. Strike while the iron is hot. 

'rhe Newark (~. J.) 3·,11:• not only gives us an encour­
aging report regarding Trenton, Y. J .. and urges New­
ark to adopt a similar ordinance, but also reports an­
othe_r death due to the supposedly harmles& "sparker,'' 
the description of which, however, is mild compared 
"·ith the reports of the awful deaths due to lockjaw 
caused in this year's celebration. The comment i as 
follow;; ( italics ours) : 

Trcrdo11 Ml• c11.rollcd itttlf ill 11"' lial of cilie• 1d.ic.\ icill 
Mftce[ort,J. e,ajoy o .afe aJtd HU Fou.rt/t. of .July. It.! council 
ha1 adopted the ordinance, introduced at tbe first meeting 
alter the recent Independence Dny celebration, prohibiting the 
y)e OT w,e of toy ca.nnom. toy pistol!, firecra.cken! and fire­
,-·orks of all kinds, except b~· persoM to whom the liayor 
grants 1pec.ial permits, upon occa.s:ions of public celebr:itions 
and exhiDitions. That Trenton.:s mayor will approt"e of the 
ordinance there iii no reasou to doul,L 

The last victim to die of inj!lTies recehed at tbe recent J.n. 
dependence Day ce1ebra.tion wa.s Anna ffetxel. a little girl in 
Dover. She was a child of ten ,rea.n. and while setting oft' one 
of thole viciou things known as a usparker1' he.r clothing 
caught fire and she waa terribly burned be.fore the flames could 
be smothered. She lingered in pain that was at times agon• 
iz.ing, until Au.gust 12, v.·bcn he died. 

The following from U1e York (Pa.) Gazette is charac­
teristic of many comments which have been made re­
aording the present methods of celebration: 

If we are to indulge our savage instincts, at least let us be 
honest about iL Let. u1 revive the old wonhip of Moloch and 
&end the 1pirite of the children adrift in eternity as an offer­
ing to this devil. Such action would be consistent at leuL 
Bu.t this is not the M>lut-ion of the problem. The freedom 
which wu porcltued by the blood .:,f Bunker Hill and York­
town 1ras not sheci that 10ulleu murl'ler-mongen of to-day 
might de:liveT over to death and torment ten.a of thousands of 
their fellow•befflgs. Thi• is not freedom but the wont kind 
of anarchy. This is the thing that must be stopped .. 
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The good results obtained by restricth-e ordinances in 
several cities "-ill doubtless lead to similar measures 
being adopted el<e•·here, as shown by tlie following. 
also from the New York Tribune: 

\Ve ban referred to the eff'orla of eome places to atop this 
infernal work. Three cities tbM made tbe.meelves notable. 
W uhington had a prohibitory ordinance., a.net suff'tted no 
cuua.lties whate,·er. CJel'e.land abo tried prohibition, &tkl 
had onJy four eligbt. inju:riea. Chicago had a merely re-
1trictit'e law, which reduced the u ua] number of cuualtiee bv 
more than one-half. The eiample o.f theH three cities afford, 
a ray of hope amhl the ~neral g)oom cif the year'e record. Jt 
sho11,•s that it is quite feuible to put an end to this yearly 
tortu.re and slaughter in the abo:sed na.me of patrioli&m, &nd 
that it i be-it done by aheolute prohibition of nch devices a.! 
to:'• pi~ol and blank cartridge-which a.re practicall:'· loaded 
with h:la.nu ~rm 

ll•ny of the comments fa.-or the absolute prohibition 
of fireworks in the Fo11rtb of July celebration, as illus­
trnte<I by the following from the Waterbury (Conn.) 
Ile publican: 

lt would seem that 133 years of thi.i demonstrath·e, danger· 
0113 man.nu of ttlebrating the elate of the independence of the 
country were auJlicieat, and if lbe people will not of their o,rn 
,·olitioo n.bat.itute therefor a •ner way of keeping the an• 
ni,·.,...ry t.b<y oboold be oblig<d by law to do so. 

From the Knoxville (Tenn.) St11li,ul: 
The onl~· u.fety ia abeotate prohibition of the use of anY 

e.~plosfr~ howel"er harmless it may eeem, except in an official 
celebration mADAged by expert.!.. It. would be better, however. 
to substitute eomHhing else for powder and dynamite. .Ac· 
cidents -.rill keep on marring the national holiday until other 
forms of ce.lebration are de-riled. 

Cleveland hes • justifiable pride in the effectiveness of 
its probibith·e ordinance.. The Clc<eland Plain Dto.ltr 
says: 

UndoubtedJy the sane Fourth idea is spreading. ~ Ame.r­
ictm people has nearly outgrown it.a habit of teaching patriot• 
ism with gunpowder and dynamite. All that wu needed wu 
a au.rt in t.b< right di-,tion, and CleTeland Wfflt far toward 
making the national otart by olrering an example of the 
beauty cf a noise.leu, bloodleu Indepeoclence Day. 

That there is no longer any reasonable excuse for per• 
mit;ting deaths and injuries which are wholly unneces­
sary is emphasized by the following from the Atlanta 
(Ga.) Constitution: 

I 
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Holiday U.!e und abuM of fireworks and ftrearms oi the dllll· 
~•erou!I aort can and !!.hould be e.liminated: it can be Ref!Om­

r,lictwd without t~ INaL un.reasonable interference with the 
innocent pleasurc, of childhood. Prottt.tion of the c.bi1d.rm i!f 
a duty of municipal gonrnment and, in this in lance. it c--.a.n 
t.e performed w·ithout e.."<pen!e or C08t. 

Although th control or the sale and use or fireworks 
<eem8 to be chieff,· a citv function. 11,ero are some which 
belie,.., that stat legislatures could more etlectively solve 
the problem. The Wa8hington (D. C.) Post 68)'" 

\\·hat i.§ neetled i.u thi.!1 connection h1 country-wide Jlrohibi­
tion o( the llangerous devices that are m.iAu.sed on the na.tionnl 
birthday i.n a barbaric di pla'.'· of so,e,11lle<l patrioti"-rn. It is 
not enough for c.-itiet1 he-re :s.nd thPrf" to put them under the 
1-.n. State ~alatures !hould 3.Jopt the necessary re5trictions 
forbidding their manufacture. Only by such mt"ans will the 
tra.llk which li• ~-t the t:n.ited State, man,· 1hou!Mlnd.! of 
1in.-s be brou),!hl under control. • 

The andusky (Ohio) Jonnial say,: 
_\ppa.rently the re-izula.Lion of .Fourth of .lu1~• c:debnation 

eannut I.M-left to munic.ipaliliN. Out <11hould be -'ubj..-et to 
slate lt.~i~latinn. ln too man~· cities and lOWD..i the belief pre­
,,n.i'3 thut the boys hOllld be 1:.ermiU.eJ to 1oh•n~ their fun:· 
and the fact that a bumlred or more mu.st t1ttff'er an agonizing 
death tt.5 n n~ult i.5 overlooked. Tt j;c. time that the state lej!i&­
lntuN>S tA.ke uotif!f! of 1Jii.5 and put .o.n nd to the tt-.rriLI 
slaughter. 

or all 11,e comments made, the opinion was unani­
mou that present methods of celebration ..-ere barbarous 
and inexcu..-able, and that etlorta tm,•ord ruppression 
sho,ilcl be conhnue<l. It remein lo he seen whether the 
effective •cliou ta.ken b,· Baltimore, \\'ashin!?ton. lern­
laud and Chicaizo will -oL"<> be taken by other cities or 
whether the swfnl sacrifice of thi, year shall ho,·c b<>en 
in v:1in. 
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