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FOURTH OF JULY INJURIES AXND
TETANUS

[EDITORIAL]
THE ANNUAL FOURTH OF JULY RECORD

In this issue of THE JOURNAL appears the seventh
annual compilation of deaths and injuries resulting
from the celebration of the Fourth of July. The fact
that the celebration was spread over three days this
year, since the Fourth came on Sunday, may be partly

ponsible for the inc d ber of tet: cases,
the total being nearly double that of last year. Except
in a few progressive cities which passed prohibitory or
restrictive ordinances, however, there seems to have been
a relaxation of authority regarding the use of fireworks.
chiefly in Illinois, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New
York and Pennsylvania. More serious has been the ab-
sence or non-enforcement of restrictions on the use of
blank cartridges, which, of course, accounts for the
increase of tetanus cases.

Tetanus antitoxin, although extensively used, was
still not employed as much as it should have been.
either as a preventive measure or after active symptoms
began. In several instances, according to report, doctors
still resorted to the old methods of treatment long
known to be of little value. Several instances were
reported also in which doctors did not lay open the
wounds until after tetanus had developed, and, there-
fore, too late to be effective. In some instances the later
operation revealed imbedded in the wound the wad
which should have been removed at the first treatment.
The following simple rules have already had wide cir-
culation, but should be carefully followed in the treat-
ment of every blank cartridge or puncture wound :
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TO PREVENT LOCKJAW

1. Freely incise every wound.

2. Carefully and thoroughly remove from the wound
every particle of foreign matter.

3. Cauterize the wound thoroughly with a 25 per
cent. solution of phenol (carbolic acid) in glycerin or
aleohol.

4. Apply a loose wet boric acid pack.

5. Inject subcutaneously 1500 units of antitetanic
serum.

6. In no case should the wound be closed. It should
be allowed to heal by granulation. The dressing and
packing should be removed every day.

Although the numbers of dead and of injured are
larger than or as large as last year, there is, neverthe-
less, abundant evidence of an increasing public senti-
!lnent in favor of ‘!‘:':ore rational ‘;nelhods of celebration.

wo more cities, Washington and Cleveland, passed and
enforced prohibitory ordinances, and (.hwngo enforced
a restrictive ordinance, with the result that no casualties
were reported for Washington, only four slight injuries
for Cleveland, and less than half the usual number of
accidents and no deaths for Chicago. These results
show that prohibitive measures are more effective than
mere restrictive ordinances, although restrictive meas-
ures are much better than doing no

Efforts to provide safe amusements have been more
extensive this year than ever before. Worthy of special
mention is the plan adopted by Springfield, Mass., which
shows the great opportunity offered by the annual cele-
bration of the Fourth of July to instill in the minds of
the youth of our land a spirit of genuine patriotism.
The the floats representing historical incidents,
the picnies, and, last but not least, the annual chorus
dril] under skilled leaders in preparation for the mass
singing of national airs and popular songs—all these
m if more extensively loyed, would add
greatly to the value of the I"on.rtb-on uly celebration in
our national life, and help to do away with the present
death-dealing methods of celebration. Those who are
working toward better methods have reason for encour-
ngem-t and should persevere. authorities should
assist by prohibiting fireworks. only objections
seem to come from the “business interests” involved.
By the combination, therefore, of substitution and re-
striction, a more enlightened celebration of our national
Independence Day will be assured.



STILL TEMPORIZING WITH THE BLANK CARTRIDGE
PISTOL

Blank cartridge wounds cause more deaths in the
annual celebration of the Fourth of July than all other
factors combined. In seven years, 794 deaths have been
caused by this one factor! Most of the victims were
bright active boys, aged from 6 to 18 years, and they
were doomed to die the most awful death known to
medical scicnee, a death the agony of which is probably
not paralleled even by the tortures of the Inquisition.
Tf this annual sacrifice were really necessary. it would
be far more merciful to pick out the hundred or more
vouths each year and deliberately shoot them. But this
annual outrage is not necessary; it is entirely prevent-
able, and the prevention rests with our city govern-
ments.

For seven years THE JourNaL has heralded these
facts to the world. They have been given even wider
publicity by some of our public-spirited newspapers.
During the past two or three years the public press gen-
erally has taken up the cry, and now no one can plead
ignorance of the awful facts. Nevertheless, the average
city government still views with the blind eve of callous
indifference the fatalities for which it is morally re-
sponsible. Some cities have, indeed, passed prohibit
ordinances, but have not enforced them vig To
permit the use of blank cartridges and blank urtndge
pistols in the celebration of the Fourth of July is abso-
lutely criminal. The city council which fails to pass
and to enforce ordinances prohibiting the use of these
instruments of torture will hereafter be open to the
charge of criminal negligence. The plea of ignorance is
no longer good: to temporize further regarding the sale
and use of blank cartridges and blank cartridge pistols
is to aid and abet torture and murder.

These are strong words; but to use mild ones would
be to trifie with the anguish and horror in scores of
homes—a horror and anguish but faintly reflected in
the appalling statistics on the subject. The only effec-
tive way to deal with the murderous blank
pistol is to pass and to enforce an absolutely prohibitive
ordinance in each city. No more temporizing should be
tolerated. The ag g deaths from this cause should
cease.
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THE VALUE OF TETANUS ANTITOXIN

Among the reports of the cases of tetanus that we
have received we have frequently found the statement
that tetanus antitoxin was not used because “the doctor
snd” that it “was useleu, or “of doubtful value,” or “in

an experimental Therefore, although we have
been to some pains at several times to set forth the exact
status of tetanus antitoxin according to the best avail-
able evidence, it would seem worth while again to dis-
cuss the subject while it is so acutely before us as it now
is. To put the matter in a nutshell, it may be stated
dogmatically that the value of tetanus antitoxin as a
prophylactic agent is very great, and its efficiency nearly
absolute; as a curative lgent it is by no means worth-
less, and undovbtedly it saves not a few lives when
properly used. Apparently, to judge from the reports
at hand, many physicians have not yet learned to dis-
tinguish between the results obtained by the prophylac-
tic use and by the curative use of tetanus antitoxin;
the usual futility of the latter has been incorrectly as-
sumed to apply to the tonmt
le of using tet: antitoxin for preventive
purposes was first furnished by the veterinarians, who
have to contend with tetanus much more commonly
than we. Knowing that in certain stables the horses
which received wounds were very likely to develop teta-
nus, they found it desirable to try to prevent this seri-
ous complication by injecting antitoxin into all horses
that had received wounds. The results that they ob-
tained were from the first so striking that now antitoxin
pmnhylum u mvlrnbly used to prevent endemic and
of t in horses. For example,
mmshhlemvhndlbmnxtoelghtusesoftehnus
developed yearly, it was decided to give every horse with
wounds about the feet a prophylactic dose of antitoxin;
dnrmgthefollovmgﬁveymthmhundmdhorm
were so treated without a single case of tetanus, al-
though one horse which received no antitoxin developed
the disease.! Vaillard® says that in a series of 13,124
prophylactic injections  in horses not one contracted
tetanus. In man it is not so easy to estimate the results
of tetanus prophylaxis, for, outside of Fourth-of-July
tetanus, we do not often get a chance to observe this

. Wells, H. G.: Medical News, June 1. 1901,
2. Bull. Acad. ﬂ“—. Paris, 1908, Ixxii, 581.
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disease in epidemic proportions, but such evidence as
we have is almost equally favorable. Suter® has col-
lected 700 cases in which but one light attack of tetanus
was observed among all the patients given antitoxin. In
France, where this practice seems to have been especially
general, thmluh':" been a few umh of tetanus in spite
f hylactic injection, but entire evidence is
mgmyllyinfnorofthenlneofthispmdm;
indeed, Vaillard claims that in only five cases in the
literature to 1908 can the antitoxin prophylaxis be con-
sidered a complete failure. The Society of Surgery of
Paris recently reported that in a group of Paris hos-
pitals there had occurred in the last seven years but
eleven cases of tetanus, all of which were in persons
who by some mischance had not received the customary
preventive dose of antitetanus serum, which is the rou-
tine practice there after a street accident. Kocher went
so far as to say before the German Surgical Society that
he would consider any physician entitled to reproof who
failed to use this measure in a case of injury with con-
tamination of the wound by street dirt.

In this country, the prophylactic treatment of
Fourth-of-July injuries has been, so far as we can
learn, invariably successful, and our annual mortality
list from “patriotic” tetanus has occurred because of
the lack of this measure in the cases of the victims. It
is to be expected that a few cases may occur in spite of
antitoxin, especiall} when it is given several days after
the injury is received. because by this time the disease
may be well advanced and the blood loaded with tetanus
toxins, even several days before the appearance of
symptoms.* But even in these cases the prognosis will
be much better if the antitoxin is given befure rather
than after-the symptoms have developed

To neglect to use antitoxin as a curative agent is also
unwarranted in the light of our present knowledge, even
although the results are by no means so striking as with
diphtheria antitoxin. There is no question that more
of these patients recover with antitoxin than without,
even if the number is not great. Especially efficacious
seems to be the intraspinal route of administration, for

by this means the antitoxin is b ht into close contact

&'

se

IIL& Arch. klin. Chir, 1904, Ixxv, 113; Beitr. klin. Chir, 1907,
671,
4. Madsen : Centralbl. . Bakteriol., 1908, xl, No. 3.



with the place where it is most needed, and it is well
known that antibodies injected subcutaneously or into
the blood directly do not find their way into the cerebro-
spinal fluid in large amounts. Clinical results support
this theorization, and Hoffmann® reports a series of
thirteen cases with 58 per cent. mortality in which the
antitoxin was given subcutaneously, whereas of sixteen
patients given intradural injections only two died, and
these from complications. Undoubtedly some of the
earlier disappointments with antitoxin prophylaxis and
treatment were the result of the uncertain activity of
the antitoxin preparations then on the market, a defect
which has been remedied in this country by the system
of standardization developed by the Hygienic Labora-
tory of the Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service.

[THE REPORT]

SEVENTH ANNUAL SUMMARY OF FOURTH OF
JULY INJURIES

For the seventh consecutive year we are presenting
statistics of injuries received during the celebration of
the Fourth of July, with particular reference to tetanus
resulting from these injuries. Considerable effort has
been made to secure reliable data, and all sericus cases
have been carefully investigated, so that, so far as the
figures go, dependence may be placed on them. We have
received thousands of letters from physicians in all parts
of the country, reporting cases which otherwise could
not have been included in the statistics. There are doubt
less +housands of other cases not reported, although
chiefly minor injuries. Our thanks are due for the many
careful reports which have made these statistics more

plete and the fig more reliable. The data are
presented in the same manner as heretofore, in order
that comparison may be made.

MORE CASES OF TETANUS

There were 150 tetanus cases this year, almost double
the record of last year, when 76 cases were reported.
This is the largest number since 1903, when there were
415 cases. It is significant to note that the number of
blank cartridge wounds correspondingly increased from

5. Beitr. klin. Chir., 1807, Iv.




TaBLE 1.—CASES OoF TETANUS
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816 last year to 1,095 this year, and that the states hav-
ing the largest numbers of blank cartridge injuries have
also the largest numbers of tetanus cases (Table 5). It
is interesting also to state that from blank cartridge

TABLE 2. —COMPARISON WITH PREVIOUS YEARS
1903 1904 1905 1906 1007 1908 1909

= Lot :
.. . -e 1 .e
4 4 3 1 2
. 1 .e . .o
. 3 .. 4 1 .
.e 1 1 1 2
r = i 1
. .e 1 .s
i 4 2z 1
3 20 16 12 12 22
6 3 s W | i 9
2 3 4 4 1 1
1 .e . 2 1 L]
- S 1 1
4 1 Tt e 1 1
- 1 A - 2
5 7 3 2 5 8
7 9 4 4 2 1
2 2 2 & o
1 3 3 1 5 8
1 e % i o 3
3 3 1 .. 1 3
e = 1 . . 1
® 3 10 8 10 19
9 L 8 4 9 11
] 5 7 6 7 b 4
— 1 1 .o 1 .o
o - 1 1 i .o
17 5 & % 10
. 1 .o . .e
e .. .. . 1 X
= = : B -
1 i .o .o -e -
L 2 it e 5
1 .e . 2 4 4
o - o = 1 4
4 13 2 3 5 9
- - 1 . .. .o
105 104 89 i3 7% 150
1 S ok %0

wounds there was a higher percentage of deaths (10.2)
than from gunshot wounds (6.1 per cent.).
The most common cause of the wound is the blank
cartridge, -and the usual site is the hand. The duration
¥ 1
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given is the number of days between the injury and death
or recovery. Following the injury it required from 5 to
15 days before the symptoms of tetanus appeared, the
average of all fatal cases being about 7 days. The longer
incubation period doubtless indicates a less virulent
germ and, therefore, a better chance for recovery by
treatment. In one case the symptoms began on the
fourth day, while in another case they appeared on the
fifteenth. Following the app of the sympt
death resulted in from 2 to 9 days, the average of all
cases reported this vear being about 314 days. In 4 cases
the entire duration of time between inoculation and
death was six days or less. The average duration for all
fatal cases reported was 1014 days. The list of tetanus
cases is given in Table 1.

TABLE 3.—CaAvSES oF TETANUS CASES.
Blank Giant Can-  Fire- Powder,

Year. Cartridge. Cracker. non. arms. ete. Total
& 17 5 3 % 415

18 5 1 7 105

17 4 5 13 104

17 1 T 10 89

8 6 4 3 3

3 4 3 6 7%

9 x 4 6 150

Gun- Fire- pedoes, Giant Can-  Other
Year. shot. works. etc. Crackers. non. Causes, Total

37 23 6 5 T 17 95

38 18 18 3 3 3 83

20 31 13 13 3 22 102

... 30 22 19 23 T T 108
sy 37 16 7 7 6 90

Tetanus cases occurred in 25 different states, or in 5
more than last year, and the same as in 1906. For the
fifth consecutive year Illinois reports the largest num-
ber, having 20 cases this year, 12 each in 1908 and 1907,
16 in 1906 and 20 in 1905. In 1903 and 1904 Pennsyl-
vania reported the highest numbers. For the fourth
consecutive year New Jersey reports the next highest
number, having 19 cases this year, 10 last year, 8 in
1907 and 10 in 1906. Ohio reports 12 cases this year.
Michigan and New York each had 11 cases and Penn-
sylvania 10. Table 2 gives a comparison of the b
of cases in each state for the seven years.

i




TABLE 6,—8UMMARY BY STATES OF JULY FOURTH CABUALTIES
e thE, e e Injuries, Causes of Causes of all cases aside from tetanus,
tetanus
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from other forms of fireworks.

Of the 150 cases of tetanus due to Fourth of July in-
juries this year, 125, or 84 per cent., were reported to
have ended fatally, as compared with 72 per cent. of
deaths last year, 85 per cent. in 1907 and 84 per cent.
in 1906.

TETANUS FROM OTHER THAN FOURTH OF JULY INJURIES

Besides the cases of lockjaw due directly to Fourth of
July injuries, many other cases were reported this year
which occurred during the Fourth of July season, but
which were due to penetrating injuries from nails or
splinters, to crushing injuries or other causes. There
were 128 such cases reported this year, as compared
with 166 last year and 94 in 1907. The report of these
cases emphasizes the fact that in the treatment of all
penetrating wounds the possibility of tetanus should be
borne in mind and prophylactic measures employed.

Of the 128 cases of tetanus due to other than Fourth
of July injuries, Pennsylvania reported 21, Illinois 18,
Ohio 13 and New York 12. Altogether 25 states re-
ported cases, as compared with 28 last year. Table 8 on
page 953 shows these cases by states and will be inter-
esting in comparison with Table 2.

DEATHS FROM FIREWORKS, ASIDE FROM TETANUS

Besides the 125 deaths due to tetanus, 90 persons were
killed by various forms of fireworks, making a total of
215 deaths, an increase of 52 over last year and 57 more
than in 1906. Seventeen were killed outright this year by
firearms, 16 were killed by explosions of powder, 7 by
giant firecrackers, 7 by toy cannon and 7 by various

: soning, by sky-rockets,
cals, etc., while 37 were literally burned to death by fire

from fireworks, many of which were caused by the so-
called “harmless” varieties of fireworks. As heretofore,

:
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all accidents not directly due to the discharge or han-
dling of fireworks or other means of noise production on
or about the Fourth of July have been omitted. Table 4

TAPLE 6.—ToraL DEATHS AND ACCIDENTS BY STATES DURING

SEVEY YEARS

1904 1905 1906 1907 1908 1909
T 1 2 1 b 1
.e 4 5 2 5 3
.o 3 4 - 5 1
138 142 96 121 136 89
44 26 23 25 13 18
133 132 169 63 105 86
5 14 8 16 12 13
10 24 5 12 21 ..
2 2 .o P .o 1
.o . 4 2 4 ..
4 3 3 4 4 2
423 2 508 468 358 546
211 217 250 .e 255 164
137 328 255 231 174 91
88 36 61 64 72 86
k3 17 21 18 33 17
2 3 4 s 4 e
32 29 15 11 16 22
2 13 10 23 21 10

193 467 329 168 430
157 288 193 163 203 177

102 174 5 9% 65

. oo 2 2 1
84 218 325 299 375 2
17 40 3 6 n 9
63 43 47 38 46 42
1 2 .o s 4 .o
23 9 29 13 13 23
204 350 398 402 472 488
4 5 1 6 .. 1
540 566 681 752 647 897
e 1 1 .- . .o
8 29 11 8 3 4
327 329 490 375 543 323
3 7 14 194 9 12
13 9 11 5 9 21
T44 21 9269 491 087 986
30 11 21 39 39 42
.e - 1 .s .o 4
o 15 5 8 10 9
1 5 6 4 5 4
2 4 11 7 11 4
22 25 18 30 12 18
14 10 14 18 19 12
11 5 8 .o 5 4
25 15 25 23 38 32
16 34 64 27 29 35
Wisconsin .... 190 215 230 155 150 187 157
Wyoming ..... 5 ! 2 8 3 = 1 1

shows a comparison of the causes of death other than
from tetanus for the past five years.

In Table 5 will be found a summary of all injuries,

including tetanus, and of all causes, arranged by states.
t




TABLE 7.—NUMBER REPORTED KILLED AND INJURED IN OUR LARGEST CITIES IN THREE YEARS
Population,

Census Burean 1007 1008 1809 Totals,

Kst. 1906, Killed. Injured. Killed, Injured.  Killed.  Injured, Killed. Injured.
«. 4,118,043 22 422 i1 a16 7 5560 40 1,207
10 161 12 202 . 118 28 471
7 248 [} 426 9 o8 22 1,182
3 180 4 220 4 163 1 681
3 oo [ 100 b 167 1 410
o 0 1 10 5 190
8 63 12 03 . 4 1 160
| .. 18 3 1 . a3 02
| 10 88 ‘e 80 b 48 1 166

2 0 o 4 0f
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2 llg ) T . 8 2 24
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Beneath the totals at the bottom of the table are given
the totals for the six previous years in order that com-
parisons may be made. The grand totals are also given.
Table 6 is arranged to show a more ready comparison
by states of the total deaths and accidents for the six

years.

Pennsylvania holds the blackest record with 986
casualties, New York coming second with 898, followed
by Illinois with 547, New Jersey with 488 and Massa-
chusetts with 430. Altogether there were 5,307 accidents
this year, or 316 less than last year.

NON-FATAL INJURIES

There were 5,092 non-fatal injuries this year,
or 368 less than last year. There were 16 people
tohnybhndedtbnyar being 5 more than last year,

9 less than the highest number in 1905. There were
who lost one eye each, 41 who lost legs, arms or
hands, while 176 persons lost one or more fingers. The
giant firecracker holds the first rank as a cause of mutil-
ating is ible for the majority of

the physician, while the supposedly insignificant wounds
made by blank cartridges are neglected. This year
1,614 accidents, including 7 deaths and 9 cases of lock-
jaw, were due to the giant firecracker.

Firearms caused 341 accidents, including 17 hlled
and 4 cases of lockjaw. The percentage of deaths was
6.1. Of the total number thus injured, 132 were struck
by stray bullets from the reckiess shooting of ﬁrearms
by others and 5 deaths resulted. Toy
427 injuries, including 7 killed and one case of fetanus.

TOTALS IN CHIEF CITIES 4
Table 7 shows the number reported killed and injured
in the largest cities during the past three years. The
population figures were taken from the U. S. Census
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Bureau’s estimate of 1906. This table will be of special
interest from year to year, since it will show the results
of the adoption and enforcement of ordinances prohibit-
ing or restricting the us. of fireworks. Philadelphia had
9 deaths this year, the largest number reported for any
one city, New York had 7 deaths, Boston, Pittsburg and
Lawrence, Mass., each had 5, while 4 each were reported
for St. Louis, Kansas City, Mo., and Camden, N. J.
Of non-fatal accidents this year, New York leads with
559, followed by Philadelphia with 508, Boston with
:?Z!;St. Louis with 163, Newark with 150, and Chicago
ith 118.

RESULTS OF RESTRICTIVE LEGISLATION

For several years Balti has practicall hibited
all forms of fireworks, and the small number of casual-

TABLE 8.—Cases orF TETANUS FROM OTHER CAUSES

1908. 1909. 1908. 1909,
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.. .. Vermont e
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4 5 West Virginia . 1
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e S VYRR - - o oo siuvnll ate o
12 3 _—
.. ve TOtAL ....c.cococen 128

3 Sutanpomn:enuzﬁ 25

ties shown in Table 7 are the result. In fact, it has been
stated that, even of the few accidents reported, most
came from suburbs and outlying districts which were
not directly under the city ordinances.

Immediately following last year’s celebration, when
12 persons were killed by fireworks, Cleveland passed a
prohibitive ordinance, in spite of the protests of fire-
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our national capital, has set a splendid

example by enforcing a prohibitory ordi with the
result year not a single accident was reported.
Instead of iting all fireworks, Chicago passed a
restrictive ordi limiting the sale to fireworks to a
few days ing July 5 and limited the size of fire-
crackers. meotbhnkmrtlrjdgeyindswuntricﬂy

were issued, and, mdmgtorepom the ordinance was
well enforced. No deaths were reported this year as com-
;nmdvxthlliihityurhu;,lsm'f Thenumlh;rdr;
injuries still remains it is a spl

showing compared with Philadelphia, New York and
other cities, where very little, if any, restrictive efforts
were made. Restrictive ordinances were reported for
other cities. but no such marked results were apparent.

WHERE THE RESPOSNSIBILITY RESTS

The responsibility for the vast majority of deaths and
m]unee cf:;rlv rests with city governments, and this
annual carnage could doubtless be prevented without ex-
treme difficulty. Prohibitory ordinances are most effec-
tive and permanent, as shown by the results in Balti-
more, Washi San Francisco and Cleveland, and
even restrictive ordinances, if strictly enforced, are
rather effective, as shown by the resulis in Toledo, Chi-
cago and other cities. But the enforcement of restrictive
measures is more difficult and requires more constant
vigilance on the part of the police. By the sound, it is
difficult to know whether an explosion is due to a fire-
cracker 3 inches long or to one 5 inches long, or whether
it is due to some other forbidden form of fireworks.
Under the prohibitory or any explosion would be
recognized at once as a violation of the law. Again, the
smaller sized firecrackers which have been considered so
harmless caused the clothing to catch fire in many of the
37 instances where persons, mostly girls and young chil-
dren, were burned to death. Even the “harmless” spark-
ler cansed three of these deaths, which were far more
agonizing than if d by gunshot
']’hepolmecommmonerofoneoionrlnrgeeutm
cities is reported to have openly declared himself in
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ﬂympatl'n with the nome, the tumult and the shooting of
s in the tion of the Fourth of July.
When the results of the celebration in that city were
known, it was found that 5 lives had been destroyed and
167 persons were injured, some of whom had eyes blown
out, hands, fingers and ears torn off, or were otherwise
marred for life. Of the 5 who were killed, 2 were shot
down and 3 became human torches, bnrned in order
that the people in that city mxght “warm up and let the
world know they were alive
With what relief, therefore, we turn to another but
somewhat smaller eastern city, Springfield, Mass., which
has set a glorious example in the proper celebration of
our national birthday and has taken advantage of Amer-
ica’s greatest opportunity to develop true patriotism and
to bring closer together the various nationalities which
make up so large a portion of its population. The
Springfield celebration, which meanwhile cost the com-
mittee only $3,500 in contributions, has already been so
well described® that detailed mention is unnecessary.

ANNUAL PREPARATION FOR CASUALTIES

Thousands of dollars are being spent each year ii
preparation for the casualties of July 4. So exten-
sive has become this preparation that, as some one has
pointedly remarked, it resembles the preparation for
a great battle. How much more enjoyment would resu:t
as well as uplift and profit if the same energy were ex-
pended in preparation for more modern methods of
celebration !

RADICAL ACTION NEEDED

Our annual sacrifice in the celebration of the Fourth
may be compared to the facts related about the Minotaur
of old to whom the Greeks were required to sacrifize
periodically large numbers of the fair youths and maid-
ens of Athens. Americs suffers by the comparison, how-
ever, since our sacrifice is annual, whereas that of the
Athenians was only once in nine years! Radical meas-
ures were used then when Theseus slew the Minotaur.
Radical measures are needed now and the barbarous
Fourth should go. The sentiment favoring the enlight-
ened celebration is rapidly on the increase, but hood-
lums require more than coaxing—they must be handled

1. Atlantic Monthly, June, 1909,
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by the police. More restrictions were phced‘ on the use
of fireworks this year than ever before. The celebration
in many cities was limited to the one day and the sale

ew,thuekmatbduamnehtomagethm.'ho
are working for truly patriotic methods of celebrating
o Tl iRdd T T3 5
their efforts.

PRESS OPINIONS REGARDING THE FOURTH
OF JULY CELEBRATION

Never has public sentiment been so thoroughly
aroused regarding the antiquated and death-dealing
methods of celebrating Independence Day than at the
present time, judging from the flood of newspaper clip-
pings which continue to pour into the office commenting
on the statistics of deaths and injuries from this year's
celebration, published in THE JoURNAL a few weeks ago.
Among these comments are many able editorials which
we should like to publish entire if space permitted. The
following extracts, however, show how strong has be-
come the sentiment favorable to any measures which
would effectively suppress all dangerous and noisy meth-
ods of celebration. The reasons showing that now is the
time when cities should pass ordi prohibiting the
use of fireworks are clearly set forth in the following
from the New York Tribune:

There remains to be made, with all possible earnestness, the
suggestion that now, right away, is the time for action if the
good example of those three cities is to be extended next year
and if the United States is to be rescued from what has be-
come a grave national rep! h and an impeachment of our
humanity and common sense. It would be futile paltering to
wait until a few days before next Fourth of July and then try
to stop the mischief. The only rational course is to emact
ordinances or state laws at the earliest possible date, as far as
possible in advance of the need of their application, so that
makers of and dealers in explosives will have fair warning and
they and the public will be prepared for a Fourth of July
without the usual murderous racket. The publication of such

»
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statistics as those which we have quoted should mark the
signing of the death warrant of the toy pistol and all its
death-dealing kin.

So widespread and emphatic has b this d d
for the suppression of dangerous and antiquated meth-
ods of celebration that city councils may be assured of
strong support in the adoption of rigidly restrictive or
prohibitory ordinances, and now is the time when action
should be taken. Strike while the iron is hot.

The Newark (N. J.) News not only gives us an encour-
aging report regarding Trenton, N. J.. and urges New-
ark to adopt a similar ordinance, but also reports an-
other death due to the supposedly harmless “sparker,”
the description of which, however, is mild compared
with the reports of the awful deaths due to lockjaw
caused in this year’s celebration. The comment is as
follows (italics ours) :

Trenton has enrolled itself in the list of cities which wiil
henceforth enjoy a safe and sane Fourth of July. Its council
has adopted the ordinance, mtrodnced nt the first meeting
after the recent Independ Day hibiting the
sale or use of toy cannons, toy pistols, ﬂremckm uad fire-
works of all kinds, except by persons to whom the Mayor
grants special permits, upon occasions of public celebrations
and exhibitions. That Trenton’s mayor will approve of the
ordinance there is no reason to doubt.

The last vietim to die of injuries received at the recent In-
d d Day ion was Anna Hetzel, a little girl in
Dover She was a child of ten years, and while setting off one
of those vicious things known as a “sparker” her clothing
caught fire and she was terribly burned before the flames could
be smothered. She lingered in pain that was at times agon-
izing, until August 12, when she died.

The following from the York (Pa.) Gazette is charac-
teristic of many comments which have been made re-
garding the p Enetitils of celeheation:

If we are to indulge our savage instincts, at least let us be
honest about it. Let us revive the old worship of Moloch and
send the spirits of the children adrift in eternity as an offer-
ing to this devil. Such action would be consistent at least.
But this is not the solution of the problem. The freedom
which was purchased by the blood of Bunker Hill and York-
town was not shed that soulless murder-mongers of to-day
might deliver over to death and torment tens of thousands of
their fellow-beings. This is not freedom but the worst kind
of anarchy. This is the thing that must be stopped.

B
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The good results obtained by restrictive ordinances in
several cities will doubtless lead to similar measures
being adopted elsewhere, as shown by the following,
also from the New York T'ribune:

We have referred to the efforts of some places to stop this
infernal work. Three cities thus mde themselves nohble
Washi had a prohibi and suffe no

b
Ities wh Cleveland also tried hibiti and
had only four slight injuries. Chicago had a llenly re-
strictive law, which reduced the usual ber of by

more than one-half. The example of these three cities affords
a ray of hope amid the general gloom of the year’s record. It
shows that it is quite feasible to put an end to this yearly
toﬁun-ndshughtainthahndumeolptmhn,nd
that it is best done by absolute prohibition of such devices as
toy pistols and blank eartridges—which are practically loaded
with tetanus germs.

Many of the ts favor the absolut hibiti
of fireworks in the Fourth of July celebnhon as illus-
trated by the following from the Waterbury (Conn.)
Republican:

It would seem that 133 years of this demonstrative, danger-
ous manner of celebrating the date of the independence of the
country were sufficient, and if the people will not of their own
volition substitute therefor a saner way of keeping the an-
niversary they should be obliged by law to do so.

From the Knoxville (Tenn.) Sentinel:

The onlv safety u absolute prohibition of the use of nnv

1! it may seem, except in an official
r(-lebnhon managed by experts. It would be better, however,
tomh-ututewnethhgehforpo'dannddvmmu Ac-
cidents will keep on marring the national holiday until other
forms of celebration are devised.

Cleveland has a justifiable pride in the effectiveness of
its prohibitive ordinance. The Cleveland Piain Dealer
says:

Undoubtedly the sane Fourth idea is spreading. The Amer-
iean people has nearly outgrown its habit of teaching patriot-
imwithgunpowda'nddymmiu. All that was needed was
a start in the right direction, and Cleveland went far toward
mkmgthenﬁmldnrtbynﬂmmmnpledﬂn
beauty cf a noi bloodless I Day.

That there is no longer any reasonable excuse for per-
mitting deaths and injuries which are wholly unneces-
sary is emphasized by the following from the Atlanta
(Ga.) Constitution:
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Holiday use and abuse of fireworks and firearms of the dan-
gerous sort can and should be eliminated; it can be accom-
plis!ml ith the least ble interference with the

! of childhood. Protection of the children is
a duty of municipal government and, in this instance, it can
be ptrﬁvrmed without expense or cost.

Although the control of the sale and use of fireworks
seems to be chiefly a city function, there are some which
believe tlnt state legislatures could more effectively solve
the y The Washington (D. C.) Post says:

What is needed in this connection is country-wide prohibi-
tion of the dangerous devices that are misused on the national
birthday in a barbaric display of so-called patriotism. It is
not enough for cities here and there to put them under the
ban. State legislatures should adopt the necessary restrictions
forbidding their : . Only by such means will the
traffic which has cost the United States many thousands of
lives be brought under control.

The Sandusky (Ohio) Journal says:

Apparently the regulation of Fourth of July celebrations
cannot be left to municipalities. but should be subject to
state legislation. In too many cities and towns the belief pre-
vails that the boys should be permitted to “have their fun,”
and the fact that a hundred or more must suffer an agonizing
death as a result is overlooked. Tt is time that the state legis-
latures take notice of this and put an end to the terrible
slaughter.

Of all the comments made, the opinion was unani-
mous that p t methods of celebration were barbarous
and inexcusable, and that efforts toward suppression
should bhe continued. Tt remains to be seen whether the
effective action taken by Baltimore, Washington, Cleve-
land and Chicago will also be taken by other cities or
whether the awful sacrifice of this year shall have been
in vain.
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