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It is proposed in thi article to tell something of the movement 
for a ''i'\ew and :\lore Glorious Fourth of July:· of celebrations 
which will tend to make our national holiday more patriotic and 
eliminate the present objectionable feature . 

The fir t question which will naturally come up in the mind 
of those to whom a proper celebration of In ki,endencc Day is sug­
gested will probably be. ··\\"hat is there that can take the place of 
tile traditional firecracker and toy cannon, and still have the day lose 
none of its significance?"' 

This question has been answered by cities which have had 
proper celebrations: Allegheny, Camden. Chicago, Detroit, East­
hampton. Indianapolis, Lynn, :\"ew London. :\"ewton. llass.; Pitts­
burg, Pittsfield. Portland, Ore.; t. Paul, San Francisco, Spring­
field, Mass.; Toledo, Washington, Westfield, and West Medford. 
Reports from these cities indicate that the effort made for the cele­
bration of the day in a National manner has been sati factory. All 
are cager to get further information concerning celebrations. 

On May 14, 1909, the last day of the Third Annual Congress 
of the Playground Association of America. the Conference of Mu­
nicipal Representatives was held at Pittsburgh. Hon. William A. 
Magee, the Mayor of that city, was the presiding officer of the 
meeting which had been called together for the purpose of discussing 
"A Safer, Saner Fourth of July." Representatives of forty-five 
municipalities were present. 

In the report of this conference published soon after the con­
gress, appeared the following suggestive program prepared by liss 
Elizabeth Burchenal. Inspector of Athletics for the Girls' Branch of 
the N cw York Public Schools Athletic League: 





IN DEPENDENCE DAY 

A FouRTu OF JULY PROGRAM. 

9 A. M. 

Grand Parade. 
Music. 
Pageant of early national and local history up to 1775. 
Paul J?evere on horseback. 
Fife and drums. 
Conlincntal Army (high school cadets) marching. 
Signing of the Declaration of Independence. 
'·The pirit of ·7n.'· 
·• olumbia~' and the city. 

niled Slates troops. militia. naval brigade. police 
Pageant of the natio11s represented in the city, showing 

their achievements. national dress. cu toms. music. etc. 
School children ( howing amal;,-amation of all nati n­
a1ities) carrying American Hags. 

Pageant of indu~tries-mc.rchants. manufacturers. labor 
unions, etc. 

II A. M. 

Ma s meeting in r,ublic squdre. the city hall or the court house 
~r u-ic-choral singing conducted by the leading musical 

directors of the city. 
Independence Day oration. 
Reading of the Declaration of lnderendence. 
Singing of the great national lyrics and hymns. 
Balloon ascension. 
Raising of the flag. 
:-lational salute of f rty-seven guns. 

12 M. to 7 P. '1. 

Band concerts in di°fferent pa.rts of the city. 
Family picnic parties in parks and groves. 
Games and wading for children. 
Organized game and folk dancing. 
Organized athletic meets for young boys. 
Organized athletic meets for youths and men. 
Organized water sports : 

Canoe and rowing races. 
J\lotor boat races. 
Swimming. 



I '.\'DErENDE. 1CE DA\ 

7 P. ''- to IO.JO P. "· 

Rand concerts in different parts of the city. 
Display of fireworks under the direction of local com­

mittees at various points. 

Htnu Some Cities Ha-Jc Cclcbratcd.-ln on~ New England town 
a plan was worked out which made Independence Day a patriotic 
carnival. The day wa ob erved in a stirring and yet systematic 
manner: everybody was included and everybody had a good time. 
E, 1cr:~ cla5s and c,·ery age of its citizen took part in the day's pro­
g,·am. Inez J. Gardener de.cribes this celebration in the Ladies 
flomt J 011r110/ as follow : 

·•Rig :1111! little '-t(\re were reprcsen1c,t in the civic parade. The bi~ 
mill :rnd larg<' bu-ine,s hnu11cs m:uJe an cspecialh· hand,(mie effort. :lilt! all 
the socic1ic-c in town. each of which had a 1lclcga1c· on the General Committee 
in char~c of 1hc day. _ent rcorcsc-ntati,•cs into the line. Sma11t"r bu,inc". 
pfacc-. showttl thc-m~d\'CS. A German sho<-m:-ikcr. who is ownt>r :md cmploytt 
in a on~r<'flnt ,t('lrc, ap~arcd on a fto.,t hung ,,,ith hoes or hi~ own m:tkini;e 
and with hitl~. :u on a bench in the milldle- of the flo:at. and pegged ~hoe all 
1he w:ty round the cour~ A village black mith set his anvil :tnd forge upon 
a dr.t,: ard joined the procc.ssi n. poundinJ,?: away at the red-hot iron 2nd 
making shoe~. The \\ ho1c town. little :and big. was repre<en1ed. The­
,•ariou. bu-.ine hou-.e~ p:titl 1heir jus.t proportion in the rlay·s ex~nse!t :and 
no more. 

··The Par.ide Committee took boys ~tween si.xtem and twenty years of 
age who w:i111ed some p.1rt in the line of m:trch and drilled them in companies 
in military step. The town 1ai!or cut out pattern suits for each committtt. 
and a Uniform Commit!« of women and girls cut out the suits from vari­
colored chees«:loth :md bunting. The boys then took the C05tumes home to 
be sewed. or ii thev had nn one to ,Jo it. the Uniform Committf .. made them. 
The boy:s \\'tore re,•iewed by anny men. and the c-ompany doing the best drew a 
prize. All the boys. ho,, e\'er. were decorated with b;ulges . 

.. TI1e numerous small boys who usually follow a p3rade with c;ige.r 
feet and longing eyes. were gh·en a share in the parade 3nd organized into 
a "Coxe, ·s \nny.' T11ey were told 10 appt'ar in their old clothes :1.n hour 
bdore the parade s:artcd. TI1cn thc1· were blackmed up. armed with big 
wooden "ords 311d 1m1:.ke1s all out of proportion to each urchin's small size. 
and grouped in detachments. The divisions were headed by 3S big men as 
could be: found. each 01311 wearing a gorgeous fancy-dress costume. Every 
small boy who paraded behind such a gorgeous leader and with ;a gun over his 
shoulder felt that he h3cl indeed celebrated t.he Fourth. 

'"The Red Cross Committee di\'ided the town into sections. and th!! 
doors of those households ih:tt desired it were marked with cuds bearing a 
red cross. The ;-idults in that neighborhood were then a.sked to keep the 
children as qui~·t a.s po!.~ible and not to celebrate in that vicinity . 

.. Other rommittees looked out for the general comfort. The Drinking 
\Yater Committee placed barrels of water with drinking cups attached at 
intervals along the street where tl1e crowd was largest, and kept them filled 
during the day. A large Hospitality Committee was organized of people of 
every rank. and of old and ,·oung. T11e members looked out for the welfare 
of visitors who c.:ime in from sur-rounding t.own.s, placed settees at street 
corncrs. and kept chapels and vestry rooms of churches open, so th.at the 
tired could go in and rest. Some of the churches served dinners at a low rate 
for the holiday crowds." 

~ 





IXDEPE:\DEXCE DAY, PRIX FIELD. i\lAS . 

Springfield, i\lass .. has perhaps had more elaborate celebrations 
than any other city. The following i, a description of the 1go8 
celebration which was written by i\lis ~lary Vida Clark and ap­
r.eared in Clwriti,·s ,111d Tlie Co111111011s (now the Suwry): 

"The nations came in huge floots, sailing maje tically up the ma.in 
!itrcct. Firl!,t c:unc the W1.'i.les in a Viking ship with stah,art yellow-haired 
rower-: at tht" l'l;ir~: the Engli5h rt"callcd Magn:t 01arta: the Scotch showed 
their Queen )fary. prc«ded by bare-kneed, kilted Highlanders swinging 
along wi1h their iartans fl) ing. blowing rc.,J bagpipes: the Irish, modestly 
ignoring th ir !>UCCC~~ in ruling this country, '-leh•e,l into their remote p;ist 
and produced ·Columdllc pleading for the bards.' There are some two 
thou~:aml L;rttks in the city. and the men "ho5c mellifluous names dis­
tinguish our candy ;uni flower shops. arraynl in cla.ssic robes. and with 
ilowing beard . ho\\ed u~ rates. Pl:110. Pcriclc.-s, and Lycurgus, and lest 
we should be too much O\'crawed by the c princes in di guise, there followed 
after 1hem. in graceful symbolism. :..ome fifty young Greek . holding the side~ 
oi r. huge American tlag, while over their shoulders they carried smaller 
flag of 1hcir national blue and white. ·1 he adaptable Italians, eager to 
pro,·e their present glory like 1heir p.,st. followed up their llichaet Angelo 
:md ,alilco with llarconi. The French. coming by way of Canada, with 
,pedal appropriatenc- "' for 1hi;; year, t'xhibiied Ch:unplain in hi.s boa.t on the 
St. l..awrc-ncc. \\"illiam Tdl wa rccall~I by the Germ:m.s. The Chincsc­
J.1radou~ly conc('i.]cd a na1ive orchestra and a huge barge f wonder-fol tapes­
trie but s.how«I their per onal prderence by \\Caring Amnion clothes aml 
riJinJ,,r in hack . l-1:mdsome rug mcrch;,m;; from :\rmmia displayed them­
elves and their families in gorgeous mbroiderie,. against a background of 

magnificent hangings. The Syrians proudly posed in a splcndjd oriental 
court scene. The Poles furnished a b."lnd. A group of fin~looking ncgro 
vetcr:ms. from a r~giment that took Fort \\'agner. was the only reminder of 
the Civil \Var. 

" urdy, no ci11zen of Springfield. young or old, could sec such an 
historic pageant oi races and nationalities without ~ining some appreciation 
of the nature of the modern contribution h> our national life. or coultl 
escape having his outlook broadened by some glimp e of the American of 
the future that is to come out oi this mingling of r.icn and of race ideals. 
or could fail to sec the general possibilities for improvement in the amalgama­
ti n of many of these people. bringing traditions of such beauty and nobility. 

··The procession returned to Court Square, the civic center. at e:levtn 
o'clock. in time for the literary cxcrcises. The latter consisted of an oration 
on the responsibility of the people in the settlement of national questions 
There was also choral singing conducted by a leading musical director of 
the city. A fine effect was produced by the voices of sc,•eral 1housand people 
rendering in unison the great n:nional lyric of this and other lands and the 
hymns of the ages. At tweh•e o"clock the. great crowd watched with greatest 
interest the ascent of two balloons. The national salute of forty-se,•en guns 
brought the morning exe.rcises to a dose. 

''fn the afternoon games for the children and field and water sports 
ior youth were hdd at Forest Park. a woodland reservation in the south 
part of the city. Many familie,s organized piroic parties and went to points 
of vantage from which to see the g:imes and athletic contests. The slopes 
of the park at Pecousic. overlooking the Connecticut ri,·er. constituted a 
natural amphitheatre from which to sec the canoe. motor boat and rowing 
races. Baml concerts were held throughout the day an<l c,·ening at selected 
centers in 1he city and the park. 

''The e\·ening illuminations :incl fireworks were notewortln·. and were 
p.,rtly under the direction of the fndependcnce Day Association, Which looked 
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Uni11•"it)• of Vir1iNio, Chorlo11~1villtt, Va. 

A FOURTH OF JULY CELEIJRATION. TIii-: RECEIVING PARTY. 
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1:--'IJEl'El'\IJEKCE DAY, ST. PA ·L, ~!IN,. 

after Court Squ.a.rc a.ad Jlain Street. and oi district committee who organized 
and carried out local exhibitions at ,.arious points. 

··5o c.arcfuUy was the ob~cn,ancc of the day planned tliat no accident 
of moment occurred. and then~ was nc, call on the fire department :ind but 
little demand on the (M)licc. :\lore than this. practicntly c,·cry citizen w:u 
intcnstcd directly or indirecth· in the conduct of the celebration. :md all 
. hared in :m inspiring and uplifting cntcrt:ainmcnL Les ns of COOpcntion 
and community service wrrc taught in the best possible way. that i . by doing; 
and the ,·ari us elcmt'lllS of the popubtion were unit~l in the bonds of a 
common cndca,•or. n·ic pridc wa_ !-llimulatM. and the day was replete with 
suggestions oi the meaning ;a.nd ,·aluc of hwmn libc.rty:· 

n,e following interesting desCTiption is <1uoted from a letter of 
Dr .. \r:hur \\·. Dunning. 01airman of the Playgrounds ommittec 
of St. Paul. ~linn .. t the Ocp:trtment uf O,ild llygi ~e C\f the 
Rn ell Sage Foumlati 11: 

''The order of the cl:iy i a_ r,,ttow.:.: G:uhuing of the chi'ldrcn :u a 
downtown park, from which they 311 march under adult I 3dc.r5hip to Harriet 
Island. which lies in the ~li:,.!>b,ippi an,! i.:. 1h~ itc of t~ P2.ul"s public b.1th . 
Each child is gi\'cn a ila~ am.I a toy b.1lloon ft r the much and :also lirC"­
cr.ackcrs. ~o toy pis1ols or c:tnn n cr:tcker a~ allo\\ed .\t the I land the 
day is gi\·tti up to field match« amt pmcs. 5\\ imming ( frtt of charge) and 
c.ating'-a most impon-a.nt part of juvenile fun. 52nd"ich~ frui~ akcs.. ice 
cream. and lemonade arc pro,·id~I in unlimited qu.1.n1i1ic Each chilJ ha.s 
checks gfrcn him to gtl what he wants. and he nttd not stop shon of ·plum 
full.' Prizes for the fie-Id r.•~nL arc ,lonat('(I br merchant!! _; the city and 
consist of watches. p;ar.1.sol . br.attln,;, handkerchid . a~. sporting good . 
etc. The relay team that rtt ivct.l the co\·etcd ih•rr watch~ wa rro.rlr up of 
for,ign bds-Russi:m Jews and Italians-who aftcnurds p05cd proudly 
before the camera . 

.. The average number of children cntcrt:iincd in this way w:is about 
8.000. The men of the Commercial Oub and other prominmt citizens acted 
the 1>3rt of ~Big Brothers' so th:it C\'Cn 1:iny tots \\'ere entnatcd to the I land 
for the celebration. Govenior John:.on \\"3.S one of the men who pbycd with 
the boys. There is told a good tory of a little fame lad who was limping 
across the big bridge in the procession when the Governor's carriag·c came 
alongside. In a minute 'Crutchcc" was riding w-ith the Governor . 

.. Harriet Island. in addition to the public b.3.lhs and p.:n•ilion, is equipped 
with play appar.11us-tccters. giant strides. swings, etc. This m3kcs it 1he­
bettcr adapted for the 30nual cclebr.1tion of the Fourth." 

George H. Cooper's description of the Pittsfield, Mass., celebra­
tion on July 4, 1909, follows: 

"After waiting for a number of years, in fact. ever since the time of 
the Cuban war, the members of the Pittsfield Merchants' Association decided 
that there ought to be an Independence Day celebration last year, 1909, and 
it was vo1cd at their annual meeting, held in April, to have such a cele­
bration. 

.. For years there had been nothing of a special nature going on to 
engage the attention of the boys and men. The well-to-do, of course, had 
their family picnics: they went where it \\ as quiet, but the rank and file 
were left to entertain thcmseh-cs as best they could. Every live man and 
boy likes organized fun ~md c.ntertainmcnt under first-class conditions; but 
if the best conditions arc not present. he takes advantage of the next best. 
During former years, there h:1d been in Pittsfield a series of Independence 
Days with the usual number of accidents, some of them very serious . 

.. Over 40,000 orderly. well-behaved people came into the city on JuJy 4, 
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I. .DEPENDE:-;CE DAY. PITT FIELD. :\l:\ S. 

1901}. and joined with u in the cclebratiOIL TI.ere were no accidents uid 
sar«.ly any arrr_t : :,, gn::u. ck1n. happy <U.y wa enjoyrd by alt Herc is 
the \\:IV we wmt to •·ork at it: 

• gcncnl chairm.J.n •·~ chosen. Thnc uc ub-committtts on 
rtttption, fin:mcc. publicity. public K.bools. firttnen. tn.nsportat:ion. prizes. 
ports. music. civic and r.i.g-a-muffin p.i.r.idc. fireworks. :and Red Cross. 

The gencr.11 chairman -.-ras also chairman of the Publicity Committee., and 
had charge of all the publicity connttttd with the ce-lcbrui n. The publicity 
ma11u w-a c:u·ricd by the new p.;1~rs in the form of ne,n items with black 
headlines. Each day ne-•s \\-a5 given of what •:L! be.ing arr.anged. and of 
the time and place. The proplc were urgN to do me.thing for the men 
and boys. It became 'our cclcbr.1.tion"--somcthing greater th:tn any ~non­
dlity, a united citizcn.s· movement. In that unity l:ly the s«r.:t of its 
!UCCC'~ 

"To arouse the community after it had bcm so long without a cele­
bration was a ta5k. The writer a5kcd every girl in the city between the 
ages of ten and thirtee.n. to meet him at four o'clock in the aflc.moon on 
the last day of May. in order that she might say whether or not 5hc wanted 
the prol)Oscd cclcbr:nion. The boys came the next day. and a ma.ss meeting 
Ji citizens w;is hcld in the Armory. Bcfore t.he meeting wa.s 0\•er evcry·­
body in the city knew th:u there was going to be a cctebr:uion. and nearly 
a tenth of the money neccssan· had bccn subscribed. From that day until 
the day before the Fourth of July. there appca;ed daily in each of our two local 
papers from two to fl\•c news itcm.s in regard to the coming cclcbr.uion. 
The c.ity joined with us ;ind approprfatcd five hundred dolbrs. which the 
Committrc decided to expend in fireworks. the money going directly from 
the citY to the contr.ictor. The :\Ia,·or :ind others connected with the citv 
go\·emfflent were placed on the Cofflmittec. in order that cvc.rybody might 
ice.I that the pkm of expenditure w.i.s handled wisely and properly. 

"The money wa.s raised by the merchants. from the sale of unique 
ba:dges worn by numbers of pt'Ople. and in r~l)Onse to a strong letter sent 
to individuals. asking them to help . 

.. An appeal was made to the boys-street boys ;md tho~ from the 
Boys' Oub ,:md the Young Men's Christi:in Association-to fill out an enlist­
ment blank and join the lndcpendcnce Day Volunteers. It was a most 
inspirinJt sight to sec the boys come in bringing the papers or enlistment. 
During the weeks that intervened. we dri11cd :tnd uniformed three com­
panies of bo,·s for the celebration. One of these companies was tquippcd 
with white trousers. \\•bite military coats and caps. and w::1.s drilled by a 
sergeant of the local United States Army recruiting station. lt formed an 
important p.1rt of the ci\•ic p.1rade in the afternoon. The ot.her two com­
panies-which formC"d a part of the momin~s p.'lracle-were the ~ellow 
Kids' ::1.nd '\Vild \Vest' companies respectively. lt is ;nteresting to note that 
of all the uniiorms which were loaned to the boys and which they were 
asked to return after the celebration. only four hatf been lost. The rest 
we.re returne,I to the Committe.c. tied in paper packages. 

"The school children were dri1led to march and to sing patriotic songs; 
the girl.s wore white dresses and the bo~·s white blouses. each boy carrying 
an Americ-:tn fbg. The school that turned out the grc.atcst nu.mbc.r of 
children rcctfred a fine flag for its school building. 

"'In a citv of this size. the fire department. made up largely of volunteer 
firemen and the firemcn'5' association-taking in all the old firemen for many 
years back-always interesl:5 great numbc.rs of ~n. The rag-a-muffin 
parade in the morninj?' alo;o enlisted many boys and men. all of whom were 
free to enter. prov·ided they reported to the Committee the nature of the 
'take-off they proposed to carry out. 

·'The doctors and nurses were formed into a Red Cross movement. 
They were asked to rcpon cases of the very old. the feeble. a.nd those who 
were ,•cry ill. .'\ committee or young men iook red crosses to these homes 
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DAXGERS OF THE FOuRTH 

the night before, and tacked them on the houses. Cards we.re distributed 
in that \·icinity and copies and notices were given in the ne••spapers request-

~i~h~~~:il~h~r 
1
6rcg~~o~s. fafh~

5 
&:1d:lc R~'fc3Yw!~°':.1se~~l ~h~~bw~~: 

arrangements; an appeal was made to the people to do unto others as they 
v;ould that they should do to them. 

.. The pt0plc in the churches were interested. and what they under­
stood what •·as nttdfii. they were rtady to do their best to help entertain 
the visitors. some of them from many miles. many with little children. 
N tarly all the churches displayed large cards reading, ·Rest Room for 
\Vomc.n .. • \\'omen and children could go there for rest or refreshment. and 
a mother might feed hu child or put it to sleep if she chose. 

--rn the morning of one of the most be.auti.ful days that I have ever 
seen. ••c had the rag-a-muffin par:tde. Then ame the automobiles and 
motor cycle.s beautifully trimmed. The_e were follo•·cd by a balloon race 
betwttn the ri\·al cities oi Pitu6dd and :Sorth Adam!.. Pitt!'fie.ld being one 
of the balloon centers oi the nited St-ate . The bi1t civic business parade 
c:1.me in the aft.:-rnoon. then the sports on the common . .and the dress parade 
of the militia :u sunset. followed b\• fireworks in the evening. These were 
di.schargcd a little way out of the city in a grc:H natural amphitheatre. The 
people .53t on the side of thr hill. as you might imagine the Childrffl of 
hr:tel assembled according to Biblical accounts. En.rything moved on 
time. on the minute ad\·ertiscd. This promptness was something new for 
Pi11sfield . 

.. The day :1ftcr even the conscrvati\·e people who had dreaded to see 
the day and the crowd. whcn they found that C\'Uybody had been well­
bcha\·ed and that there was no disorder. ••ere proud and glad that their city 
had bttn in line with other progn.ssive communities in the nitcd States 
in the movement for a saie. sane Founh of July."' 

Dangers of the FoNrlh.-What a contrast to the above men­
tioned celebrations we 6nd on reading the Seventh Annual Report 
of the Journal of the American Medical As..<ociation entitled, "Fourth 
of July Injuries and Tetanu ." 

"'For the uventh con.sccutive year we arc prcscnting statistics of in­
juries nceh•ed during the celebration of the Fourth of July, with particular 
refe.rcncc to tetanu.s resulting from these injurics. Considerab1e effort has 
been made to secure reliable data. and all serious cases ha\·e been carefully 
investigated, so that, so far as the figures go. depcndence may ht: placcd on 
thrm. \Ve h:we received thousands of letter from physicians from all parts 
of the country reporting casrs which othcnvis~ could not ha\'e bt:cn included 
in the statistics. There arc thousands of other ca!es not reported, although 
chiefly minor injuries . 

.. There were 1.50 tetanus cases this ycar (1909). almost double the 
record of last year, whcn i6 cascs were reported. This is the largest 
number since 1903, when there were 415 cases. It is significant to note that 
the number of blank c:irtridge wounds corrcspondingly increased from 816 
last year to 1,0Qt this year, and that the states ha\·ing the largest number 
of blank cartridge injuries have also the largest number of tetanus cases. 
It is interesting also to state that from blank artridg:c wounds the.re was 
~c:/,~cr pe.rcentage of dcaths ( I<>-2) than from gun.shot wounds (6.1 per 

"The most common cause of the wound is the blank cartridge. and the 
usual site i.s the hand. This caus~ more draths in the annual cclcbration 
of the Fourth of July than all other factors combincd. In SC\'CO years ;94 
dcatbs ha\"e been causcd by this one factor. Most of the victtms were bright. 
acti\•e boys aged from six to e.ightttn years. a.nd they were doomed to die 
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lNDEPENDEi\CE DAY. ORDINANCES 

the most awful death known to medical science, a death the agony of which 
is probably not paralleled even by the tortures of the Inquisition. If this 
annual sacrifice were really ncccssary, it would be far more mcrcifo: to pick 
out the hundrecJ or more youths each year and ddiberatcly shoot thc.m. But 
this annual outrage is not necessary; it is entirely preventable, and the prc­
\'Cntion rests with our city governments. 

··Besides the 125 deaths due to tetanus. go persons were killed by various 
forms of fireworks, making a total of 215 dL-aths, an increase of 52 o,•cr la.st 
ye:ir and Si more than in 19()6. Seventeen were l.::illcd oui-right this yur by 
rirc.irms, 10 wen.~ killed by C."<plosions of powder, 7 by giant firrc.r-ackcr . ; 
by toy cannons. and 7 by various causes. such a blood poisoning. by sky­
rockets, chemicals, etc., while Ji were literally burned 10 death by fires frum 
fireworks, many o{ which were caused by the so-called "harmless" varieties of 
fireworks." 

The killed and injured at the battle of Cunker Mill were only 
1,474, as compared with 1,622 killed and injured while ··celebrating .. 
the fourth of July in 1909. 

Ordi11anccs.-As a result of ordinances passed and enforced, no 
casualties were reported for \\"ashington. D. C.. and only four slight 
injuries were su tained in Cleveland. In Chicago, where a restrictive 
ordinance was enforced, less than half the usual number of acci­
dents and no deaths were reported. 

The Cle.•eland ordinance f llows: 
S«tion 1557. No person shall fire :my cannon. gun. rillc. pistol. toy 

pis.tot, or firearms of any kind: or fire 3ny squib, rocket, cracker or Rom3n 
candle or other combu tible fireworks or make use of any sling within the 
city. 

ORDINANCE NO. 12008.-A~ ORDINANCE to supplement Section 1557 
of tl1e Revised Ordinances to amend Section t.500 of the Revised 
Ordinances 3nd to repeal Section 1559 of the Revised Ordinances 
relating to the sale and use of fireworh. firearms and explosi,•e . 

Section 1. (1557-a) That no person. firm. or corporati n shall. within 
the city, se11, offer for sale, or have in his or its posse:,.sion or custody any 
toy pistol, squib, rocket. cracker. or Roman cimllc. or fire b.'ltloon. or other 
combustible fireworks. or any article for the making of a pyrotechnic dis­
play. PrO\•ided that nothing in thi SN:tion contained sha11 be construed as 
10 prohibit the Board of Public St,rvicc from gi,~ing P)TOtechnical displays 
of fireworks in the public parks whene,·e.r said Board is thereunto directed 
by resolution of Council. 

Section 2. ( 1500) That any person \'iolating any of the provisions of 
Section 1557. 1557-a. or 1558. shall on conviction thereof be fined in any sum 
not exceeding One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) or imprisoned in the work• 
house not exceeding thirty days or both at the di$C.rction of the court. 

Stttion J. That Sections 1559 and 1500 of the Revic:ed 0rtiinanccs be 
and the same arc hereby repealed. 

Section 4. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and 
aftc.r its passage and legal publication. 

Passed July 13, 19()8. 

Approved by the Moyor July 20, 1!)08. 
July 22-29-

C. W. LAPP. 
President of the Council. 

PETER WITT, City Oerk. 
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INDEPE);DENCE DAY. ORDINA CES 

The ordinance introduced by Councilman Guy X ewhall of 
Lynn, ;\las ., reads as follows: 

··Section t. Xo 1~rson shall disc.hargl". set off. or ou.sc :o explode any• 
where within the cit~• limirs, and no per~on, firm. or corporation h.:all sell or 
kttp or rxposc for sale, \any blank cartridge. any firecracker exceeding z 
inches in length and ½ inch in diameter, any torpedo C."(cecding ¾ inch in 
diameter, or any iorm oi combustible or explosive firccr.ickcr r fireworks 
used for pur St'S of '!,pon or celebration which shall contain any explosive 
more po,,rcrful th:m black gunpowtlcr. 

··S«ti n .1. Any ()Cl"'SOn. frnn. or corpor.ui n ,~iolating the provisions of 
thi ordinance shall ~ punished by a line not exceeding $-'O for l"ach offcnsr . 

.. Secti n .l- ·1 hi .. ordinance shall take effect JO days from iti pa s.1.gc ... 

The Chican-o ordinance prohibits the sale, exi;osure, or giving 
away of dynamite caps, toy pbtol •. explo ive canes and firecrackers 
over a certain izc. --The effect of this measure was g90<I,'' writes 
~Ir. James Kelley. th manao-ing c<litur of the hicago Trib1111c, 
.. not only in itself, but because the fireworks people knew that they 
\\ere on trial; that if the list of casualtic ,till continue<l lespite the 
prohibition f thi: more <langerous firework . they would be put out 

i bu iness ah-.olutely hy an ordinance I ruhibiting firew rks l1f any 
de!-criptinn. ~atnrally. lhcy cn<lperatc1I with the police." 

In Oenver. Col .. the Daughters of the .\mcrican Re\·olution in 
co3J eration with twenty other patriotic vrganization is plan.ninf! 
the introductiun of an ordinance dra itcd n the one now in force in 
Oevclancl. It will also ask the Council to pro,·ide for celebrati,,n­
in the parks and playgrounds under the city's surcn·isi n. 

E11dors,·111mls.-Recently the iety for the uppression of 
l"nncccssary ~oi_e, through its President. ~£rs. Isaac L. Rice. 5ent 
letter . pctiti ns and literature to the governors of all the tates. to 
may rs. t fire chiefs. to commissioners of healt:1. t head5 of police 
department~. aml to presidents of colleges. The state executives 
were asked to permit their names to be rlaccd on a national com­
mittee for the promotion of a _afe and sane Fourth. and the others 
were asked to express their opinion:; on the necessity for the agita­
tion. 

In response to this request much valuable material was received. 
Pre,irlent Ta ft wrote authorizing the Society to state that they were 
assured of his hearty interest in the movement. and f'lurteen gov­
rmors have promised to help. 

C. S. Deneen. Governor of Illinois, said: 
•·t ~h:ill be glad to coiipcratc with the: other J:?O'Vemors in bringing :ibcut 

the :abandonment or the noisy and d:ingcrous use of fireworks :ind explosin~s 
to which so much suffering :ind toss of property arc due every Fourth of 
July. 
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ATTITUDE OF GOVERNORS 

""l am glad that such a mo,•emcnt has been entered upon to bring about 
this result. This plan, I am sure. ,,·ill be far fl}t')fC cffcctua.l in securing a 
more rational obscn·ancc or the national holiday than the usual proclamations 
issued by the mayor an<l police authorities of cities each year. These have 
pro,·cn almo!t-l im,ariabh· a dead letter and h:wc been totally disrcg:irded." 

:\I. E. Hay. Governor of Washington, said: 
··t will certainly be ,,cry much pleased to do what I c:m towards secur­

ing .:i more r.uiomal oh~l'n·ancc of our national birthday. and if you so desire. 
I shall be pleased to join with the other governors ir. the formation of a na.­
tiona.l committee to bring about a lt'Ss noisy and more patriotic obsen·ancc 
of our national day:· 

R. . \·e ey, Governor of outh Dakota. wrote: 
··J a.~surc you th:t1 I shall be gl:til indeed to :ict with you in regard to 

bringing about a s:ifc aml sane Fourth. I shall alfo h.t pleased to act en 
your n3tion3l committee if thuc is :mything that I ca.n clo 10 3ssist in further­
ing the work you h3ve umlcrt3kcn." 0 

The , vem r of ~lontana. Edwin L. :'\orris. had thi to say: 
··1 :ts'-ure \OU that I :un in th r nj!h ,ymp,llw with the m(Wt'mcm 

.:ind hall ht: plc-3,C"tl tn cot1pC"r.11c in an~· way J)OS.Sil,lc-to it-. fnrthcr:mce .. 

Cr. H. Prouty. oven,nrof \·crmont. wrote: 
-1 c:hall ccrt.ai11l~· t\(" very gl:ld to do anythinJ: I can to aMist in pro­

moting a sane .:i_nd safe lmlcpenderce Ih,· cclcbr.1tion. and sh3.II ht: gl:Jd to 
cooperate in any way that I am able lo that end. .. 

Gov. Eben . Draper of :\lassachusetts. said: 
.. I am pcr-ftttly willing 1hat ou should use my name in favor oi a 

.saner cdc.br.ation of July Fourth. I 110 not object tn the noi c so much ac I 
do to the danger to our children ancl young 1>eople. thrnugh :in incliscriminatf' 
use of dangerous c.xplosivcs.'' 

J. H. Brady. Governor of Idaho. wrote: 
"I bcartil)' agree with the scnrimcnts expressed by Governor Deneen. 

I shall ~ plC3.Scd to cof,pcrate with your soc.iety and with the go\'c.mors of 
the several states in this regard ... 

North Dakota·s Governor. John Burke, said: 
.. I shal1 ~ glad to .ad with you in s«Uring a s:afe .and patriotic 

obscr..-ancc of our n:itional holiday. 
"'The c.xplosi\'C5 usNI :a.re bttoming more dangc.rou5 every yc.a.r. \Vben 

I was a boy there was no such thing as a giant firecracker; the firecrackers 
u§ffi were small and almost harmless compared with those of to-day. 

'-I am willing to lend whatever assistance J c:m." 

A. Eberhart, Governor of l\linnesota, replied: 
1'"1 take pleasure in s.,ying that 1 am in hearty accord with the obj«ts 

of your Society and will be glad to COOpcratc in any movement to aid in 
bringing about the rcfonns for which it is laboring . 

.. Kindly advise me, as the movement progresses, if I can ~ of 3..ny 
further service.', 
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ATTITUDE OF GOVERNORS 

Bert M. Fernald, Maine's Governor, said: 
"The alarming list of accidents th:tt is annually brought to our attention 

as a result of the reckless use of dangerous explosives ccrt~inly warrants the 
effort your Society is making to bring about a mere ralional observance of 
our national holiday. Jf I c:m cOOpcrate with the cxccUli\'es oi other states 
to aid the mo,•cmcnt it "ill assuredly gin: me pica.sure to do so.'' 

Malcolm R. Patterson, Governor of Tennes ec, said: 

fort~~ ;~:~
0

~
0
;·~,'{ag!~t~ t~0 dc~;~/j:-~t~~~1fJu½~:·thc national committee 

Simeon . Pennewill, Governor of Delaware, replied: 
•'The mo,•cmcnt ior the promotion of a safe and s.,nc Founh of July 

meets with my hearty ;a.pproval. I will gladly cOOpcratc with your Soc.ie1y 
anJ join with 1hc guvl·nk1rs of other stat1,._-s in bringing about this reform." 

The GO\·ernor of Connecticut. Frank B. Weeks. wrote: 
.. I most ctr'lainly am fovnrably di~posetl 1ow:1nl :1.ny movement that 

will in3ure a \.1fc :i.nU i::rnc Fourth. I. \\ilh ho:-t nf others in our country, 
feel th3t the d:ing·e.rous usc oi explo!!i,·c at that _e:i.--on ha passed all bounds 
of reason. I ••ill ~1adlv cot,pc:rate in :my ,,ay I com toward the dflircd 
reform." 

Braxton B. omer. Governor of Alabama: John Franklin Fort. 
Go,·crnor of c\ew Jersey; James 0. Davidson. Governor of Wis­
consin; ~lartin F .. \nscl. Governor of _ uth Carolina: and Henry 
L. \\'ct. Commi-si ner of the District of Columbia. have all declared 
their approval. 

In her article in the March Forum, l\lrs. Rice writes as follows: 
'·. • o Jes c.ncour.1j:ting th:rn the rtplies from the <-xecutivcs have been 

the answers rrccivcd from the mayors of m:iny cities. who have put them­
e.Ives on record as bc.ing opposed t.o the present celebration of the Fourth. 

From cities north. easl. south a:,c.! \\est. from cities large and small. have 
come words of endnrsnncnt and :approval and. almost invariably. offus or 
assistance. Tremon. for instance. is evidently prcp.,ring for a sane Fourth, 
if one may judge: from the reply sent me by lbyor lhddcn: 

·] Jx,g to state that I am in hearty symp.ithy with this movement. 
\Vhen one reflects upon the frightful number of fatalities and accidents 
which have annually resulted from our thoughtless and barbarou! 
manner of celebrating thi!t national ho1id:1y. it bchoo,•cs every thoughtful 
person to contribute some aid toward a more sane method of expressing 
our p.1triotie feelings on this clay. I have appointed a committee of 
twenty-five rcprescntati\'e citizens to ar-r.mge for a safe and sane cele­
bration of Independence D:iy. on July Fourth, 1910, in the City of 
Trenton.' 

"The same attitude regarding this matter is manifested by Mayor 
Edgerton of Rochester. who for a long time has been working for a better 
obscn·ance of Independence Day: 
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'I am in hearty s:rmpathy with any mow•~cnt to bring about a 
safer and m rr rational celebration oi the Fourth of July. \Ve can 
show our patriotism just as effectively without th<: use of c.q>losivcs, 
which annually ca.uses the loss of so many lives and involves the 
destruction of so much property.' 



ATTITUOE OF CITY OFFICIALS 

.. 'L,t tlu gvod :t-orl: go on:• is the language of the Mayor of Duluth. 
while the Mayor of Ch3tt:moog.t stat«l that our petition had not only his 
sign.aturc but bis hearty cndorscmcnL The Mayor of Bridgcpon wrote: 

"The real igni6c:mcc of our national holiday seems to elude the 
m:1jority of our } _nhs. who look upan it a a day of license to carry and 
di'l"har!(C diabolical weapon< and thundering explosives. Anything 
that wi11 tend 10 corrrct thi erroneous idea of cc.lcbrating will surely 
be welcomed by :all thinking people: 

"In a mmunic:ui n from l\l.n·or ~lahool we learn in how drastic 
a nunMT lbhifflC\rc i~ mgagcd in th-c fiJ,?:ht .again t the slaughter on 1ndc­
J)ffldcntt Day and about i~ protective ordinance: 

·.\ m:ayor l have the ri,:?:ht to grant a ~m1it irtt of dl3.,gc for the 
e.. plo ?On of tirt",• ork . but in the thrtt year, I have bttn in office. l 
h;n·e not grant~I a pcm1it or 1hi"'I nature. whh the result th:u the 
F'ounh or Jul) in R:1himorc i.s celebrated in :t safe and sane manner. 
the d3y lx-ing gh•en u1> to cclt'brati ns ur 3 p.,triotic character: 

··.\ most inte:re,;ting letter ha, reached me from Mayor Meals or 
Harrbburg: 

·\\·c appreciate the spirit that actuates our American people in 
celebrating this gl rious vent. but we arc not unmindful or the fact 
that there is a d.:u1jZ"er or inµ IC\ e-xtrcmes. which in my opinion is nol 
an obse:rv.:m« of the great principle of lndcpmdencc Day. but rather 
a nois,.- dcmonstrat~n £or personal gratification. This department is 
in hearty S)'lll~thv n:ith the movement 1hat has been inaugurated, and 
we arc satLfi«t that the determined cff rt upon the part of yourself 
:rn,I others who may be interested with you. will result in a far more 
effectual and rational observance of the national holiday. than arc such 
methods that bring disaster and sorrow to our homes.' 

'"Y. rom Ha.rtford came the fol lowing : 
'Your work in interestir.g the nation is certainly producing good 

results in very many cities. and I am glad to heartily commend your 
unse.lfish senice which has accomplished so much for the bc.nefit of 
all our ~pie.' 

"In his letter t'o me the Mayor of Nashville touched upon a point which 
seems strange to NortherneTS. t refer to the custom prevalent in the South 
of celebrating Chrisl'm3s with pi tols 3nd fireworks: 

'Here in the South, it is the custom to celebrate Christmas with fire­
works. toy pistols. cannon crackers. and various devices that cause 
death and injury to our children. I think the work you arc mgagcd in 
will be a great benefit to the rising generation and I am wimng to help 
you in any way that I can.' 

'·From the heads of police dcpanmcnts have come letters and si~turcs 
to petitions: Commissioner Wm. F. Baker. New York City; Superin­
tendent McQuadf', Pittsburg; Chief Levan. Reading; Chief Hyatt. Alba.ny; 
Secretary Skelly. San Francisco; Superintendent Birmingham, Bridgeport; 
Chief Davis, Memphis; Chief Creecy, SL Louis; Secretary Gee, Providence; 
Chief Persctl, Galveston; Chief Moyer, Duluth; Supcnntendent Downey, 
Detroit; Messrs. J. M. Morton. D:mscy and Lawson. Police Board, Fall 

~:~fdn~1~~ie1"Ko~l~r :u~:~~c~~~7 s1:r~~:~. ~s~.'~ ;B;ft~~o~;u~]:1; 
Marshal Quilty, Springfield, Mass., and Chief \Verner, Richmond. 

•'From the fire chiefs came the same r«ogn..ition of the nttd of a ch.inge 
in the mode of celebrating the Fourth. 
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HOW TO START A CP.MPAIGN 

·1 congratulate you: \HOtc the fire chief of Springfic.ld, .Jhio. •for 
!cading this movement. \Ve have had in years gone by mJny firu and 
pc1.i0nal injuries re ulting from the (ooli h and hazardous u c of fire­
works on the Fourth of July. I hope that the people of this country 
will sec that the cOOperation of the different ma~-or and head of fire 
departments will ~ the means oi decreasing on the Fourth of July 
m:tny personal injur:c and lossc of life and property. . . . You 
c:m count upon me at all times as against the unnecessary an1l h:11.ardous 
risk of life and property in our city. 

'I believe this great day hould be ol.r-crvcd and cclcbr-:atffl in a 
more moderate way, namt'I,·. by patriotic speech-making. music. athletic 
g:1mu. ;i.nd not in a wa~· which is dir~tly res1)011siblc for the dl!5trndion 
of lire and property.' ,l'-"clarcJ the fire chief or Erie, Pa.. while th heatl 
of the Fire Department or Cha11an00bra c.xdaimcd: 'Let the good work 
go on! Some or our g-reatcst fire ln1t es have been the r ult or fire­
works. Several year~ ago one of ()Ur hotel W:15 cl~troyc<l and thr c 

people burned alive as a re ult of such cdcbrations.' 

"Further endor1tcmcnt c.1mc from Chief Gcmand. Galns1on: Chief 
Salter, Omaha; Chief Randall. Duluth: Secretary \\"ilkinson. Baltimore: 
Chief Mayo, Toledo; I loracc B. Oark. Prcsid nt of the Board of Fire 
Commissioners. 1-fartforcl. am! Chief Clani:e,·, :\filwauk~e. 

"In rf'ply to the lett r~ aml petitions ~c.nt to uni,,er'-ilies aml collei.it"--, 
many answers have been rec..-iveJ. while humlretl of .:,ign;11ur :,, to ,,ur 
petitions which had been ()():~-ir,I un the bnlle1in bo.uJ .. have lk-en return fl 
to us. If _pace only 1>ermi1i..:.1I it ,,l,111,1 be ,lclixhtiul w quote from man} or 
these admirable letters. but a<t it i, I mnst limit m,, df to one. This one, 
however. which came from Prco;i\lent \\"00t.lrow \Vi"tson, of Prince1011 Uni­
versity. voices the sen1imen! oi all: 

·J most unhesita1ingly sign one or the blank forms of petition 
accompanying your letter oi January .!5. I ,, i.:,h to express my entire 
sympathy \\ ith the interesting work you arc undertaking f r the 
suppression oi unnccc-:,,.:-aQ noi~c and the :ianc reform 0£ our present 
way of cdcbr:uinJ.: the Fourth oi July. I shall take plnsure in pl:icing 
the other blank form,; on lhe bulletin boards of the university, a 
you rt-quest: .. 

llo<-"' to Start a Campt1ig11.-The usual way to ·tart a campaign 
is to get a few earnest men and women to form an I ndcpenclcnce 
Day committee or a sociation. and secure the coOpcration of the 
city authorities and such gene.rat ci,·ic bodies as the boards of trade. 
chamber of commerce, merchants' associations. Hy having the co­
operation of the school board. the park board, and police board. 
there will be little difficulty in securing the relatively small amount 
of money that is needed. In many places. the city government itself 
is ready for action. as is indicated by the letter from governors and 
mayors, which have been quoted. The daily press will usually be 
found ready to print articles. for none realize better than newspaper 
people the damage done by present methods of celebration. 

Raising money is an important part of the campaign in places 
where the city can not be prevailed upon to furnish the necessary 
funds. Several methods have been tried in various cities with vary· 
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HOW TO START A CAMPAIGN 

ing degrees of success. In one New England town envelopes 
marked "Everybody chip in"" were sent to every resideni. Th~ 
letter enclosed read about as follows: "'This is our celebration, all 
of us, men, women and children. \Ve can all take part; we can all 
give a little; we can all welcome strangers; each can beautify his 
own premises ; each can be present at the sports ; each can do what 
is required of him by the committees. Please explain this to the 
children and put a penny in the envclo1:e for each child in your 
house. Give what you can yourself. The envelope will be collecte,I 
on ---- by ----. Give it to nobody else:· 

The funds thus received were put into the hands of the com­
mittee which was in charac of the celebration. uh-committees took 
charge of the various activities and parts of the program. but noth­
ing was done and notl1ing paid for without the knowledge of the 
general committee. 

In another city badges were sold at amounts varying from 
twenty-five cents to whatever peorle were clispo ed to give. The 
money was then tun1ed over to an [ndepcndencc Day association 
This plan. however. was too much like "Tag Day." a method of 
raising money which has been tried frequently. and which has gotten 
into disfavor. It not only gives the children who do the collecting 
an almost irresistible temptation to steal. but also makes some of 
them feel that they are little short of mendicants. 

Possibly the best method of raising funds is to have the mem­
bers 01 the regularly organized Independence Day association con­
tribute membership fees of stated amounts. and have all disburse­
ments made by the regularly elected treasurer. This. of course. 
necessitates the enrollment of new members and the collection of 
the membership fees.. and takes considerable time. It is, with­
out question. the most efficient method. 

The matter of publicity is also an important part of the cam­
paign. \ herever possible. a publicity man should be in charge of 
furnishing the newspapers with articles telling what is being done 
by the local committee or association. He should also hold the 
interest of the people by storie.s of celebration which have been held 
in other cities. by publishing endorsements of the movement made 
hy prominent people and their approval of the plans proposed. The 
Department of Child Hygiene of the Russell age Founc!ation ( t 
~lac!ison Avenue). New York City. will be glad to furnish material 
of this nature to the person in charge of the publicity part of the 
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campaign. This department is also ready to loan lantern slides to 
those who wish to arouse enthusiasm in the movement by illustrated 
public lectures. The only expense in this connection would be that 
c>f expressage. 

It is well in giving out publicity matter not to say much about 
the persons connected with the movement and to sign all material 
"Publicity Commi1tce,'· as people get tired of hearing about per­
sonalities. It is be t also to give the material to all the newspapers 
at the same time. Get !he papers to carry the articles as news items 
with black headlines. giving each day the news of what is being 
arranged, the time and place, and urging the people to cooperate. 

Some days before the Fourth. advertisements of the program 
and items of interest should be placed in all the newspapers that 
have given space to articles sent to them by the committee or asso­
ciation. This makes the papers feel that they are receiving some 
compe'lsation for their cooperation. and they will show their appre­
ciation of this pirit of fairness in future campaign . 
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