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The Bureau of Education is 43 years 
old 

A lllffllOriaJ was presented to Coo­
rraa in 18(,6 by the National Associa­
tion of School Supttinteo<1mts. 

James A. Garfidd defended a biD to 
cnate a National Bureau of Educatioo. 

Al a result of his def eme the Bureau 
wu established in 11167 as an indq,end­
ent officr.. 
The Bureau a victim of unfriendly 

leaulation 

In 1116g the office was reduced to a 
subordinate positioo in the Oq,an:n,ent 
of the Interior. 

The salary of the Commissioner was 
lowered from $4,000 to $3.000. 

And the office was neglected and 
housed in extremely inadequate quarters 
for nearly forty years. 

Meanwhile other Bureaus have been 
more fortunate 

In 1839, $1,000 was appropriated for 
the distribatioo of seeds. 

To-day the Department of Agri<:ulture 
spends $3,000,000 through a single 
Bureau. 

Tb.rough the Weather Bureau, it has 
bee,, spending about $JOO,ooo annually 
for telegraph service alone. 

Altognher Congnss provides annually 
between $10,000.000 and $20,000,000 for 
resean:t, mainly along Agricultural and 
Industrial lines. 
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Amounts appropriated for the Bureau 
of Education 

Congress gives the Bureau of Educa­
tion $JOO,OOO a year. 

Over $200,ooo is spent in the educa­
tion of the natives of Alaska. 

With the ttmaindu the Bureau gath­
ers and compiles statistics, pays the run­
ning expenses of the ofticc and conducts 
investigations in ednc:ation. 
Despite neirlect the Bureau ha.a done 

efficient work 
•• 1n spite of all limitations and embar­

rassments, the Bureau of Education bas 
fully justified the wisdom of its crea­
tion." -ResolutiODS, N. E. A., 1889-

"lt has never been without a highly 
capable and efficient Commissioner at its 
hcad."-A. S. Draper, 1907. 

"The office of the Commissioner of 
Education has always been vnsdy and 
ably administercd."-Scimce, October 
8, 1909. 

SOME OF THE PROBLEMS THAT 
NEED INVF.sTIGATION 

Trade and Industrial Education 

From the grammar grades of our city 
schools, 500,000 children leave their stu­
dies cad, year to enter the work-a-day 
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world. Of these, 2So,OOO do not even 
complete their primary education. These 
children drop out of school without hav­
ing had the preparation that will give 
them confidence and ability to take their 
places in the activities of life. Educators 
need to know the ICSSOIIS of experience 
in Trade and Industrial Educatioo. They 
should ban in COllftnicnt form the his­
tory and methods of the various systems 
and experiments. The agent that could 
secure these fundamental facts is our 
Federal Bureau of Education. 

School Hnicne and the Health of 
School Children. 

Recent investigations indicate that 
children who have decayed teeth spend 
six months longer in going through the 
dcmentary schools than do those with 
sound teeth. Oilldren in rooms in which 
the temperature is kept between 65 and 
68 degrees with normal humidity, learn 
more easily and remember better than 
those in rooms with high temperature 
and low humidity. All available infor­
mation on these topics should be secured 
by the Federal Government through its 
Bureau of Education and placed at the 
service of school authorities. 

School Conatruc:tion. 
Approximatdy $500,000,000 represents 

the value of school buildings and grounds 
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in the United States. Authoritatin in­
formation on all SUCttSSful attempts to 
med the intricate problems of school con­
struction in their relation to the welfare 
of children, as well as to the interest of 
eco,,omy, is e9Selltial. The proper agmcy 
for the collection and diffusion of infor­
mation on construction of school build­
ings wonld be an adequately supponed 
Fed..-· 1 Bureau of Educarion. 

Rural Schools a serious problem 

The Federal Commission on Coun­
try Life in its report to the President 
declares: "In eft1Y part of the United 
States tbett Kffl1S to be one mind on 
the part of those capable of judging on 
the necessity of ttditteting the rural 
schools. Tbtte is DO such unanimity ID 
any other subject." If public instruc­
tion in the country is to keep pace with 
other improvements, schoolmen must 
haft all the helpful information that the 
Federal Gonmment alone can gather. 
The proper source of this information is 
the Federal Bureau of EducatiOll. 

Use of the School Plant after day­
school houn 

Sixty-<ne per cent of the total time 
a IChool house could be used is wasted 
when it is devoted oaly to day-school in­
struction. To make the wider use wu­
nrsal in our country nquires only a 
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clearing-house of information, an agency 
which will collect the best plans and the 
most successful methods and dislemi­
nate them throughout the country. The 
most appropriate agency to perform this 
semce is the Federal Bureau of Educa­
tion. 

The . E. A. and ot.ber Ort"•D..1¥alJon.. h.awe 
wOl'iled to mcreaae the Fu:bda of th• Bureau. 

Thue attemph •e failed b«.au the~ 
aM not tM-e., a.DJ' peniatent work &.1001 a 
defil'.Ule plan. 

Thia folder a.tte.rnpla to .ecure 1our co-opera• 
tioo. in bebaJf of auch • pl&n-

The Plan 

Proposes to secure an addition of $75,-
000 to the funds usually appropriated 
for the Bureau. This sum is to be used 
in employing a staff of ten specialists. 
These will study, investigate and consult 
with local schoolmen on the following 
subjects: 

The construction of sc,bool buildings 
School administration 
Accounting and statistics 
Industrial education ( evening, trade, 

and continuation schools) 
Education for housemping 
School hygiene 
Rnral schools 
Agricultural and mechanical colleges 
Commercial education 
The wider uses of the school plant. 
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Three reuona why the plan com­
mencla itself to achoolmen 

It agytts fully with plans projected by 
the United States Commissioner of Edu­
cation. 

If successful, there will be no conflict 
with local autonomy. 

It promises co-operation with State and 
local educational ~ncies. 

To aecure the $75.000 
It is not necessary to present a Bill 

for that purpose before Congress. 
Therefore such a Bill has not been pre­

sented. 
But the Commissione.r of Education 

can include that amoont in his budgtt, 
And will ~ the money if schoolmen 

will back him np. 
Otherwise he will not get the $75,000. 

For this reuon your co-operation ia 
needed now 

Write tn your Representative and Sen­
ators endorsin$' the plan. 

Get your ciVJc organizations, churches, 
women's clubs, Boards of Trade and 
Chambers of Commerce to send resolu­
tions to Congress. 

Work for the plan on the way to the 
N. E. A. convention at Boston, and after 
your arrival. 
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Senator William E. Borah is Chair­
man of the Senate Committee on 
Education and Labor. 

Representative James F. Burke ia 
Chairman of the House Com­
mittee on Education 



\\. e ha\'e orpniz.Ni a coa.st sun•ev bureau 
and have expended millions upon it • Li it of 
no consequm« that we uplorc the bound­
aries of that wonderful intcJJtttual empire 
wltxh encloses within iu domain the fate of 
this republic? 

\Ve han s« on foot ~ tCOre of expeditions 
to e·xplore the mountains and nlleys. the 
Jakes and rivers of dris and other countries. 
Will you rdu .. • pitiful sum to coll«t and 
rtt0rd the inttll«tual resources of this coun­
try? 

We expend hundreds of th=nds annually 
to promote the agricultural interests of the 
coantry. Is it not of more consequence to do 
10mething for tht' farmer of the future than 
for the farm of to-day? 

Ooade.-cl troa • apNCb ot Jam.•&. Garl.e)d. 




