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SCHOOL HOUSE CONSTRUCTION LEGISLATION 

School House Construction and Destruction 

.-\s a nation we spend nearly one dollar per inhabitant each year in 
the construction of new school houses. .-\s a nation we let our publi<· 
school houses bum down at the rate of more than one for e,H,. school 
day in the year. • 

What the Map Shows 

The map on the opposite page presents data compikcl by Frank Ir,·ing 
Cooper of Boston. It shows some oi the re:L•ons why our annual bill 
is so large and some oi the results so poor. On that map 19 -talcs 
appear in bb k. This means that th<·y ha,·e no laws or regulations 
go,·erning the construction of school house:--. Thirteen arc represented 
by cros....~d hatching. This mt:an, that they ha,·e dc..~ricicnt regulation. 
Fifteen haw suria,es indicated by diagonal lines. This means that 
in these statt':-- there i!- a moderate ckg:rct: oi control. Only Ol1io is 
re1 re:;entcd by a \.·lt:ar $Uriacc. bt.'t·au~· it i!" th1.: only :--talc h:n·ing: a 
clear record. 

Provisions of Existing Laws 

Six stat~ ha,·c legal pn),·i$i1..ln ivr th..: pruk.:til)n oi :-c..·hool hou5es 
against rirc. Twcln: 5tate5 ha,·e law:- pn.l,·iding- inr :;anitary (Ondition:; 
in the 5 hool hou!'"t.~- The larg:t."!"l d;.L·" ui :-t.'dcntary workers in America 
is composed of :::chool rhildrcn. hut only tin.· :-t:lk:5 han~ regulations 
concern.in~ 5-chool :-cat:- and dc:-k::-. ~ix ::-late:- control :-chool house 
t.."on:-truction throu!!h tht.·ir Board:- oi Ht.·alth. :-i.xtt.·t.·n thrl,ug:h their 
Board.s of Eclurati~n- and iuu:- thrnu~h bnth Board::-. 

Where the State Compels, the State Must Conserve 

\\"c han~ only thrt.·t.· type:-- oi in:-:titution:- whert: atll'nd~uKe is com­
pulsory jail:-. asykm:-. and :51..'huul hmbl::-. Fnrtunatdy. few of U!: 

han~ 10 ::-lay long or frequently in our jails or a!!-ylum~. but all of u~ 
:-pend many year:- in :-:.t..·hovl huu:-t.=:-. Thi::- i:;. why their ronHruction 
:-hould be rcgulatc:d :-n ~ 10 makt..· :5aicty and :-anita1inn cnmpul:-ory. 
in:--tcad of Jlt..·rmitting dang:t..·r and di:-l.'a:-l' to be p,1:-5ibk-. 

One-Sixth Done, Five-Sixths to Come 

The law::; oi tht..· difft'rt.·nt !'tall':- cu\·t.·r ib :-t:paratc phases of the 
regulation of :-rhoul huu!!-t..' l'.on:-tn1t.."Livn. The· best law includes all 
bt;t two oi these. Ii the law oi each ni the -1 stales co,·ered all oi the 
16 points. the total point; cm-cr.:d ,nrnlcl be 124$ .. \t present all the 
law::: and regulation::: combined co,·cr only 11; point:5. Our nali nal 
accomplishment in this 1icld oi educational !t.·~i:::lation amount:- to 
about onc-:5ix1h oi a ralhcr low :-tandard of de~irablt." attainment. 
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