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PREFACE 

THE utilization of idle school a.:wumlOCL.t_!!:M fM approved 
leisurNime pursuits has fM some tilne been a regular 
function of educational administration in the 1a....- Ameri­

cu cities. As far badl as 18go. tbe Baud of Education in New 
York City was offering tbe public f lft lecture in its school halls. 
The programs, while academic in the main, often pRSented mmical 
and artistic features, and fM hundreds of thousands of city toilers 
they weft a ,ourte of real entertainment. In 1929, hoftver, after 
having been maintained fM nearly fMty years, they - discon­
tinued, their popularity having waned after the advent of the 
motion picture and the radio. 

The opportunities, other than formal evening classes, which now 
make public schools popular after-supper resorts, are chiefly rec­
reational in character. Schools so u,ed are in reality indoor play­
grounds, with the diffem,ce that their patrons are young people 
and adults rather than children. In recreation work also New 
York has long been a leader, fMwe find that back in 19112 its Board 
of Eduation had already established what were then called 
"evening recreation centers." These still mt but now bear the 
name "community centers." They continue to be a place of indoor 
games, athletic sports, and dub meetings, but are also something 
more. The change of name signifies a broadening of both function 
and administrative method; and it is to the history and significance 
of this latter development that our study is confined. 

The new principle which came in with the term "community" 
can be very simply stated. In the conduct of a recreation center, 
or a playground, it is necessary to organize most of the patrons 
into groups. Certain facilities, like the quiet-games room, the 
library, or the swimming pool, can be enjoyed by individuals, 
who come and go at will. But for "gym" work, basket ball, relay 
races, and many other sports, the first step is always the formation 
or classes, teams, squads, or groups of one sort or another; and 
indeed in certain lines, like club work, organization is a large part 
of the activity. In the earlier recreation centers, this work of 
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grouping and organization was performed almost entirely by the 
official staff. In the present cormnunity system, Oil the other band, 
many groups Cl0ffle to the centers already orpniaed. They are 
admitted and tn-ated as group entities. They bring their own pro­
grams already formulated; within the centers they anluct their 
own activities. By this method, the educational authorities are 
able to tap the supply of orpnizing energy that ais1s and is 
bubbling over in the outJide world, while the citir.:. ll'lin a grater 
opportunity to determine what tbings they will do in school cent.en, 
and with whom they will do them. 

To the early pn,CqDaists of the community -t the 
economic gains it made poaible loomed acadingly bigb. But 
- mmded aperielice, wbich is mated in the following pqes. 
~trated that such cspectations overlooked the real nature of 
the - development. The truth is that both the _. for thole 
particular recreation facilities which can be widely enjoyed only 
undeT skilled supervision, and the number of people living in social 
conditions which are hostile to natural groupings, are just as gn-at 
today as ever. The demand theRfore for sllilled ladenhip in 
indoor games and for orpnizing ability such as that supplied by 
the recreatio!Kalter system has not t.n at aU diminished What 
the Qlllllllllnity-<mter policy has done in the main has t.n to 
broaden the popular enjoyment of school-building hospitality and 
to widen the range of the leisure-time pursuits feasal>le on school 
premises. 

Under the MW plan it also is possible for various voluntary 
character-forming ag,encies to utilize school facilities in the pro­
motion al the same g,eneral objective as that held by the educa­
tional authorities. Sina these ~ usually work either in city 
areas or in fieid3 of activity which are not occupied by the RCJU­

tion centers, they should be reg;trded as auxiliaries of the school 
system and not as competitors for its leisure-time function. Indeed 
it would be a great social loss if the municipal budget-makers ever 
conceived the notion that any ol the work now being performed 
by the Extension Bureau could be taken over by voluntary organ;.. 
zations. The development of the community phase of New York's 
school centers is put forward, therefore, as a significant extension 
of educational technique rather than as an expedient to lessen the 
cost of management. 

The student of government will also find in the study a concrete 
illustration of some of the benefits and some of the shortcomings ol 

8 



democracy. For the sale£ of clarity, the study will be presented in 
three parts, dealing with: (a) the present scbool-center system as 
a whole; (b) the bistorical antcadents of the community policy; 
and (c) the mutts which haft foa.-1 its inauguration. 

In the course of the study the authors have bad access to official 
ftCOlds and the benefit of valuable data ~ in the office of 
Eupne C. Gibney, director of mension activities of the New York 
Qty 8oaJd al Education. For this pnerous co-opention, and for 
many incidental courtesies on the part of Mr. Gibncy's staff, they 
wish to make acknowledgment. Their thanks aR due also to 
Rowland Patterson of the Boud's Office of Health Education, 
Seymour Barnard of People's Institute, United Neighborhood 
Guild, Inc., and Frank Peer Beal of Community C.OUncib of the 
Qty of New York, for helpful information regarding the work of 
their -.,ective organizations. 

C.A. PEHY 
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PART I 

THE NEW YORK SCHOOL-CENTER SYSTEM 
OF TODAY 

IN THE five boroughs of New York City, during the yar ending 
June :,o, 1930, the aar.te attendance at the school commu­
nity centers was about 5,500,000. Oub ~gs. basket ball, 

chedcen and chess, swimming. orchestra practice, folk dancing­
these are rnemy sugestive of the many forms al diversion which 
were made available. to all who might come, in 469 schoolbouses, 
scattered throughout the city. 

BUllEAU OF EXTENSION AcnvmEs 

This immense volume al free-time occupation for both young 
and old, ranging through wide ftaational, social, cultural, and 
civic fields, is afforded by a central department al the Board al 
Education known as the Bureau al Estmsioa Activities. of which 
Eugene C. Gibney is director. In addition to the school mmmunity 
centers, the Bureau administers vacation schools and playgrounds, 
summer high schools, kindergartens, baby health stations. and a 
number of other undertakings not of a health or educational char­
acter. Evening schools are conducted by a separate bureau al the 
Board of Education, and for many yars the Board maintained a 
Department of Public Lectures. 

The community-center work of the Bureau-to which this report 
is confined-divides naturally into three classes: 

1. "Official centers," the name given to those centers whose 
activities are conducted by trained staffs under the direction 
of the Bureau of Extension Activities. 

:1. "Unofficial centers," referring to schools in which meet­
ings or occasions are held, or activities are carried on, by 
outside organizations holding "continuous" pennits, issued 
by the Bureau, authorizing the use of specified school facilities 
on ruxrrmt dates. 

3. "Occasional use," referring to schools in which meetings 
or occasions are held by outside organizations under pennits 
covering a si111k date. 
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StaJistics "" Atlntdnu. Some idea of the volume of activity 
in each of these classes can be gained from the following tables, 
which have been compiled from the records of the Buruu, and 
from the lists of official and unofficial centers given in the Appendix. 

TABLE 1.-ATTENDANCE AT OFFICIAL AND UNOFFICIAL COMMUNITY 
CENTERS DUI.ING FOUi SCHOOL YEARS, l9l7-19JO 

N.-ofantcn 
Total ■-of­
T ocal attmdanu 

"- ·-.,., -OFFICIAL CAN'nU 

UNOFPICAL CIMTEH 

Nu- of cen..., 
Tocal ••-of_._ 
Total lllflldua 

"-·- .... -·-
323 I J!I 12, 7J4 I 3Jb7 

9"'- I ,O!lj,o,IJ 
7S 79 

TABLE 2.-AMOUNT OF uOCCASIONAL USE" OF SCHOOL BUILDINGS 
DURING TWO SCHOOL YEARS, l9l9 AND 193() 

N-of INildiltp -Total_of_ 
Total an-.. 
A- att...ianc..,., .-

J6J ·­))1,7,S 
J2" 

·-))) 
t,oa6 

J41,6oo 
J40 

Taking the attendance figures for 193oin thesetwotablesasevi­
dence of the amount of activity in each class, it is appamit that 
about th=-quarters of the total use is contributed by the official 
centers. At the unofficial centers, the number of sessions is rela­
tively high (making the average attendance correspondingly low) 
because it includes a large number of "sessions" which consist 
simply of meetings of small groups, like a Boy Scout troop or a 
girls' club. A "session" of an official center, on the other hand, 
means a building open for the evening in charge of a staff of several 
persons who take care of numerous clubs, as well as large groups like 
gymnasium classes. The miscellaneous single events which make up 
"occasional use" are relatively large because they consist mainly of 
entertainments, assemblies, civic meetings, or other affairs which 
require a spacious auditorium-a facility which the average neigh­
borhood organization can find only in the schoolhouse. 
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Expnulil•res. The appropriation for the Bureau's community­
center work for the calendar year 1930 totaled J165,4l!g.75, of 
which J156,214.75 was apportioned to salaries, and '9,275 to sup­
plies. In 1924 the corresponding appropriation was only J1o6,-
534.37. There is also an annual appropriation to cover the cost of 
light, heat, and janitorial work, but it covers evening schools as 
well as other marginal activities and that portion of it which is 
applied to the school centers is not segregated. 

The three kinds of community-center work wiii now be taken up 
separately. For the sake of the reader who is not familiar with this 
form of educational enterprise, we offer, at the outset, a sketch of 
the happenings in a single center on an ordinary -k-day evening. 

OFFICIAL CENTERS 

A Visi1 to a Cniur. Entrance to the building is by way of the 
basement playroom. and as we cross the threshold pandemonium 
seems let loose. The principal, who guides us, explains that we 
are viewing basket-ball teams in full play. Of the precious total 
available playroom space, sufficient has been set aside to form four 
courts for this popular sport. Three courts are being devoted to 
practice, while on the fourth a spirited match game is on betftffl 
the junior home team and a visiting team from a neighboring 
church. On another night, or time of year, - might find these 
youths equally engrossed in handball, tennis, or indoor baseball. 
We are informed that 27 members of the junior and senior teams 
will later be entered in the city-wide school-center tournament, 
one of the la~t basket-ball tourneys in the city, and that in the 
other great annual inter-center event, the spring track and field 
meet, the center will enter as many as 50 or 6o boys. All this is 
plain evidence cl how avidly the youths of congiested city sections 
seize upon these opportunities for sports and athletics. 

We now become aware of other animated groups, seated and 
standing around tables, but very actively employed with hand 
and voice. Quiet games engag,e their interest-chess, checkers, 
crokinole, dominoes, parcheesi-the old favorites of bygone years 
still appealing. even to the Young America of the melting pot­
for these young folks form a veritable microcosm, in the peoples 
they represent, of the whole world. No matter what their origin, 
however, they have quickly acquired American ways. To secure 
the use of a game a boy is oblig,ed to deposit a small fee to guarantee 
its safe return; if he lacks the coin, he deposits some personal 
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treasure, such as jack-knife, watch, or hannonica. Interest in these 
games is greatly stimulated in individual centers by the holding of 
tournaments during the winter season. The checkers championship 
is a particularly coveted one because of the inter-anter tournament 
in that game, an annual spring ennt. 

Amid all the din from the basket-ball play and the games 
groups, some boys are deeply absorbed in reading. in a corner of 
the open basement set aside as a library. The cen!~r subscribes 
for certain favorite periodicals, and the Public Ll°brary supplies a 
small collection of books, changed from time to time, and carefully 
chosen to meet the patrons' varied tastes. It is interesting to note 
that fiction is not the predominating class of reading matter, a.nd 
that the most favored subjects are science and mechanics. 

In the classrooms on the floors above, the more formal groups 
are meeting-the clubs housed by the center. Each dub is assigned 
its own room and an evening, and usually meets weekly. Every 
night some five or six are scheduled for their meetings, with perhaps 
now and then a social affair. Among these groups are included 
various athletic and social clubs of yOl!ng men,a few young women's 
clubs, a study class of men preparing for civil service, and the local 
l)O'it of the American Legion. 

The Legion· s post band rehearses here Wttkl y. At one time two 
volunteer orchestras of over 30 members each rehearsed at this 
center and gave monthly concerts of the great masters' works with 
striking success. Now, at the time of our visit, we find that 10 

orchestras are using the school facilities-two different orchestras 
holding their weekly rehearsals on each of the five center evenings, 
one in the auditorium, the other in the kindergarten room. Enter• 
tainments, as-a rule free to all, are put on from time to time by 
individual clubs, and there are occasional dances, often just among 
the boys themselves. 

Some of these clubs have come into the center already full­
fledged, while others are formed through the instrumentality of 
the club director or the physical education teacher, who organizes 
into groups some of the local young folks in accordance with their 
interests in such activities as athletics and t.he various handicrafts, 
or an ability in dramatic, literary, debating. or elocutionary fields. 
Once formed, a group is expected-and naturally prefers-to 
follow its own initiative, with but a minimum of supervision. The 
training in the principles of self-government and parliamentary 
practice, in self-expression and civic consciousness, which this club 
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work affords to city youth of a conglomerate immigrant back­
ground, is doubtless one of the most valuable contributions of the 
school centers to the welfare of the community. 

The principal told of the change which had been effected in a 
gang of unruly youths who had been hanging around the playroom, 
so disturbing in conduct and influence that it was debated whether 
they should not be kept out. With skilful planning on the part of 
the physical director they had been organized into an •.!hletic club, 
meeting twice a week. They had made the principal, now recog­
nized as a friend, the custodian of their small dues, which would 
later be used to purchase uniforms. In organized athletics these 
problem boys had found a fascinating and wholesome outlet for 
their active spirits and superabundant energies. 

The building we have visited is by day a girls' elementary school, 
but on the five evenings of the school week it is given over almost 
exclusively to boys and young men. An average evening's at­
tendance, by actual count, is around 700, and the figure mounts 
even higher toward the end of the season. The staff of the Bureau 
which directs this center is limited to four men and women­
the principal, a physical education teacher (male athletic director), 
a club director, and a librarian. 

Otbn Official Cndns. While boys predominate at centers of the 
official type, there are some given over chiefly to girls. In these 
the program is much the same as that just described, even to the 
physical activities, which are mainly such as are used by the Girls' 
Branch of the Public Schools Athletic League in its day-school 
activities-basket ball, indoor baseball, captain ball and volley 
ball, relay races, team games, swimming, and folk dancing. There 
are also the quiet games, and numerous club groups with literary, 
social, dramatic, and other objectives. 

As we have seen, various adult and miud groups find a welcome 
in the official centers. Many of them are the meeting place 
for parents' associations, civic organizations, welfare groups, and 
other associations working in the various communities. The 
swimming pools and large gymnasiums with which the high schools 
especially are equipped, are greatly enjoyed by the older people, 
many of whom enroll in the regular classes in physical training and 
swimming. The number of pools in evening use in 1930 was 17. 

During the year a movement was inaugurated by the Community 
Councils of the City of New York to bring about the utilization on 
an evening schedule of all the high and elementary school swimming 
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pools throughout the great.er city. These number 32 at the present 
time and are open daily from 9 A. M. to 5.30 P. M. 

An attempt is made by many official centers to develop means 
of financing those activities for which there is no budgetary appro­
priation. This is usually accomplished through d~. club con­
tributions, and various mmpetitions. These competitions are 
held under the auspices of the League of Neighborhood School 
unters. 

A,,..,,J /,iur~naur c,,.pdUio,u. The Le:gue of Neighborhood 
School unters, organized a dozen or more years ago and composed 
of the principals of the official school centers, has under its direction 
various annual inter-center competitions, which include a basket­
ball tournament, track and swimming meets, checkers tournament, 
and elocution contest. It might be called the athletic association 
of the official community centers, although, as the variety of com­
petitions indicates, it is SOIMWbat more than this. 

One of the largest basket-ball leagues in New York City is com­
posed of the teams of the official community centers. In the 
Basket-Ball Tournament ol the 19:,0--1931 season, 135 teams-
76 senior and S9 junior-'ftl"e entered from 78 of these centers. 
The teams participating in the final competition for the city 
championship - selected by preliminary contests held in various 
sections of the five boroughs. 

The nming center swimming meets, one for men and one for 
women, held in the spring. are rapidly growing in popularity, 4_µ 
individuals having competed in 1931. The annual swimming 
championship meet for men, held on April 25, 1931, i:1 the nata­
torium of the Col• of the City of New York, had 3" entries, 
from 43 centers. In the women's swimming meet, for which one of 
the high scl!ool pools was used, 110 persons participated, principally 
from the centers having swimming pools. n-.ee meets are en­
couraging young people and adults to take advantage of the op­
portunity afforded by the school pools to become proficient 
swimmers, and to train for life-saving certificates. 

Once each year, also, as theculminationof their athletic activities, 
these centers compete in a track and field meet, one of the biggest 
and most successful of the city's athletic events. That held in the 
spring of 1931 had a record entry of 1,052 competitors in the indi­
vidual events, and Ip teams in the relay events, making a total of 
1,66o individual entries. There was a large attendance of enthus­
iastic spectators, and the evening closed witil dancing. The official 
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report characterized the occasion as a "truly metropolitan com­
munity affair." 

In the annual inter-center checkers tournament, each center is 
alto~ a team of six players, who engage in the usual district pre­
liminary_ contests, the winners playing in the final tournament. 
The League also sponsors an elocution contest, each center being 
allowzd one man and one woman competitor for the preliminary 
district contests. And, finally, priz.es are awarde,J for the three 
neatest and best-written books of minutes kept by the clubs of the 
official centers. 

By this system of city-wide contests, the League has greatly 
stimulated both interest and proficiency in the various activities 
sponsored by the official community centers. Moreover, it has 
made the work in connection with the competitions practically 
self-supporting. by the usual method of taxing each entrant and 
applying the money thus realized to meet the cost of medals, 
printing, and other incidentals. 

S,ascn, 41fll Horus <>t,n. The regular season is from October 
1 to May 1, although there are sorM eight or ten official centers 
which continue their activities on two evenings a ~k during the 
summer, thus helping clubs and other groups to keep together 
from season to season. 

The majority of the official centers will be found open on all five 
school-day evenings of the ~k. Those open for four, three, and 
two nights a ~ are less numerous. The opening and closing 
hours vary somewhat, but sessions for the most part run from 
7.30 P. M. to 10 P. M. 

The Cmler Worlurs. A staff of 317 community-center workers 
was on the 1930 payroll of the Bureau ol Extension Activities. 
The following table gives the names of the positions and the rate of 
salaries per session of this staff. 

TABLE 3.-PERSONNEL OF OFFICIAL COMMUNITY CENTERS FOi. THE 
YEAI. 1930 

SupervOOr 
Principal 
Teacher in char• 

Position 

Phy,ir.al education tu.cher 
Librarian 
Pianist 
T euher or swimming 
Liter.a.ry club worker 

17 

Numbtt 

' ~ 
1>3 
27 
II 
II 
22 

S.bry p<r ,...ion 



These workers were assigned to the official centers only, the 
number at each ranging from one to six persons. For a more 
rounded and efficiently administered community center, however, 
the following staff is considered necessary: 

One teacher-in-charge, or principal, depending upon size of 
center and problems involved 

Three teachers of health education (to include one woman) 
One librarian 
One club director 

A Directory of the Official Centers in operation, as of March 
1930, is presented on page 53, which includes the nights open and 
hours of session. 

UNOFFICIAL CENTERS 

Or1a11iratio,u a,cd Admlies. As revealed by Table I on page 12 

there were, during the school year ending June, 1930, HI school 
buildings in regular use by outside organizations for meetings and 
various other leisu=tirne occasions. An idea of the kinds of 
organizations using these school facilities and !he nature of their 
activities can be gained from Table 4. At all of these, building 

TABLE 4.-A SELECTED LIST OF ORGANIZATIONS HOLDING EVENI G 
OCCASIONS REGULARLY IN NEW YORK PUBLIC SCHOOLS, AND TYPES 
OF ACTIVITIES 

Or,-i1ot;.,,, 
lloy Scout.I 
Athktic UIOC.Ultion of a c«JIOnlion 
Uphohtettn' union 
Cadd:1 of a rarrve infantry ttgimtnt 
CampFon,Girh 
Community Council 
Oratorio l()(Xty 
Custom drasmakns' union 
A Gmmn nadona.lislic tocitty 
Elks' Band 
Grttk-Am<rican Prosraai•• Soci<ry 
Phumo.cy stud<nU 
Bank omployos' dub 
Folk~nc• society 
World War Vrtenns 
Junior Naval Guards 
l>eople's Chorus 
Polish Educational Coundl 
Pro~rty owllfft' association 
Filo and drum CO<JJI 
Training school for nun.es 
People's Institute 
Bridge club 
Naval Militia 

18 

Actri7 

t:.s:r· 
Moethlymettu,p 
Military drill 

Group "'°"""' Civic fflffllrtp 
Chonrs sinp,1 
Wtdlly .,...;np 
5iacincda11<1 
f,..bandconurt 
Studycouna 
llaslidball 
llamtbdl 
Folk dancing 
~'fildymtttu,p 

Sinpng<lassa 
Classes for c.hildttn 
Meetings on civic improvements 
R<h<a..a!s 
Cookery 
Athletic and club mtttinp 
Card playing 
Drill and band practic:• 



superintendents, and sometimes other school officials, were present, 
but the conduct of the program in each case was entirely in the 
hands of the organization which held the permit from the Bureau 
of Extension Activities. 

F,ll[llffl,C7 of Occasimis. The vast majority of these organizations 
~t only once a -k; a fn, of them twice a -k. and another 
small group only once a month. In centers where a single welfare 
or community organization is running an exten;,ive program, the 
school is often open five evenings a -k. In many cases the num­
ber of organizations using a building is so great that it is open for 
some use practically every week-day evening. It is because of this 
regular or "continuous" (as it is called by the Bureau) utilization 
that the term "center" is given to these schools. 

Ftts. Parents' associations and other organizations devoted to 
educational or character development, which anange for the use of 
certain spaces on a series of regular dates. receive special considera­
tion in the matter of the fees required for janitorial service. The 
schedule they observe is given in Table 5. 

TAIILE 5.-SCHEDULE OF FEES PER SESSION FOR ORGANIZATIONS 
HAVING EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES AND MAKING aEGULAlt USE OF 
SCHOOL FACILITIES 

Kind or space used 

Roof playllJ"OUnd 
Playground (indoor or outdoor) 
Auembly room 
~um 
Minimum charge 

Scbools fint (WO° Scbools - -
$2.oo 

2.00 
1.00 
l.jO .. , 
3.00 

During the non-heating season, the fee for schools of the first 
class is J1.50 less and for schools of the second class, Ji.oo less. 
The heating season includes the period from October 15 to April 30. 
When a school activity, day school, evening school, lecture, or 
community center is conducted in a building at the same time, 
the fee is only two-thirds of that given above. 

In the case of certain organizations whose work has been offi­
cially approved, the above custodial fees are remitted and the 
expense is covered by an appropriation which is made annually 
for this purpose by the Board of Education. The list of organiza­
tions which are enjoyir:g this privilege at the present time includes 
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the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, People's Institute or Brooklyn, the 
New York Community Councils, and certain parents' associations. 

Fuller details as to kinds or organizations, their programs, and 
meetings can be obUined by examining the Directory or Unofficial 
Centers which is set forth on page 56. Furthermore, since the 
system or unofficial enters is a product or the New York Board's 
community policy, this whole subject, together with the adminis­
trative methods employed in dealing with the ~o-operating or­
ganizations, is rully discussed in Part 111, Community Use and I ts 
Regulation. 

0ccASIONAL USE 

As indicated by its name, this sort or activity relates to the mis­
cellaneous, irregular utilization or school facilities by outside 
organizations. It is the kind or use which oa:urs everywhere and 
which has been enjoyed by local associations the country over ever 
since the days or the spelling matches in "the little red school­
house." It has a place in our study because or the increase in the 
number or non-school occasions resulting from the Board's com­
munity policy; the detailed treatment or the subject is included in 
Part 111. In this connection, however, it is worth noting that the 
fees charged for occasunral use are slightly larger than those im­
posed for rep.la, use. They are set forth in the following table. 

TABLE 6.-SCHEDULE OF FEES PER SESSION FOR THE OCCASIONAL 
USE OF SCHOOL FACILITIES BY OUTSIDE ORGANIZATIONS 

Kind of lpa« used 

Thefintcwuoom-
Each addilw,na.l classroom 
Playpound (il>door or outdoor) 
Gynuwiurn,downswn 
Gymnasium. upstain 
Audi1orium or assembly room. tint class 
Auditorium or nsembly room. sec.ood 

class 

Buildinp optn lor Build;np not open 
school acuvities for school activities 

$2.oo 
.>5 

•·50 
>.so 
3.00 
6.oo 

$3.00 
••! 

3.00 
3.00 
4.00 
8.oo 

6.oo 

~:::: J::t=t:1:::::1=1:: :=I:= ~tt u ronow.: 
ln Mubauaa, lbe Bn>ns: a.ad Brooklyn . ......................... t10.oo per eff:niq. 
la Queen.I and Ricbmoad ..... ...................... , . . . . . . . . . . 6.50 " " 
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PART II 

THE HISTORICAL ANTECEDENTS OF THE 
COMMUNITY POLICY 

EARLY REDEATION UNTEll5 

DURING the first decade or so cl the existence cl the New 
York =rution centers, dating from 1901, they 'ftn! all cl 
the "official" type. in that first year, through the efforts 

cl private citizens who furnished the necessary funds, eight schools 
'ftl"e opened evenings, to provide =rution for the city's working 
boys and girls. The school aecutive whose penonality is in­
separably linked with this period cl begiMings and remarkable 
growth was Miss Evangeline E. Whitney, under whose inftuence a 
program was evoived which n!mains but little changed in the 
official centers cl today. These early centers, some wholly for 
boys and men, and the n!mainder for girls and women, ran nightly 
except Sundays, their departments embracing clubs, gymnastics, 
game and library rooms, mixed dancing classes, and study rooms. 
Miss Whitney's pioneer work was terminated by her death in 
January, 1910. Her annual R!p0rts1 to the city superintendent cl 
schools pn!Serve vivid pictures of those first New York experi­
ments in the =reation-centcr field. 

Miss Whitney's mantle fell upon the late Dr. Edward W. Stitt, 
who, as district superintendent of schools in charge of extension 
activities, did much to further the ==tion-center phase of the 
"wider use" movement, a subject just coming to the fon! among 
school administrators. In an article' written in 1911, Dr. Stitt 
gives an interesting resume of the first ten years of the New York 
centers, showing their growth from the eight of 1901 to the 38 of 

• Whitney, Evangdine E .. Annual Reports as District Superintendent in Chargie 
of Vacation Schools. Pbygrounds and Evening Recration c.mten. In the an-­
nigl reporu of th< city supcrintendmt of sdlools, New Yon City, from 1904-1909-

1 Stitt, Edward W .... Evming Recreation Ccnten." In the Tenth Year-book 
of the National Society 10< the Study of Educatioo, Put I, TI.e City School u a 
Community Center. Univtnity oi Chicago Prat. Chicago. Febru.uy, 1911. 
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1911 (26 for boys and men, and 12 for girls and women), which 
were in regular evening use in the boroughs of Manhattan, the 
Bronx, and Brooklyn. 

In this article, Dr. Stitt raised the much discussed question as to 
how far municipalities might go in providing free recreation for 
their citizens. While remarking that " It is a civic problem of great 
importance to determine just what recreative advantages should 
be provided by the cities for those who are forcc<i to live in con­
gested neighborhoods," Dr. Stitt indicated his own liberal view by 
appending to this account of the centers under his supervision a 
number of suggestions for enlarging both their fields of activity and 
the classes of people making use of them. 

About this time, late 1911, much was being written regarding 
the social centers which Edward J. Ward had started in Rochester 
during the winter of 1907-1go8. What he had attempted was, in 
his own words, "just the restoration to its true place in social life of 
that most American of all institutions, the Public School Center, 
in order that through this extended use of the school building might 
be developed, in the midst of our complex life, the community 
interest, the neighborly spirit, the democracy that we knew before 
we came to toe city." 

In New York, Charles Sprague Smith, founder of the People's 
Institute, and his associate, John Collier, had for some time been 
concerned over the grievous lack, in this "city of the homeless," 
of centers "around which the human interests could meet and 
organize themselves." To supply this need they had developed a 
plan for organizing youths just out of school into neighborhood 
civic clubs. To start the groups off with a purpose a program of 
neighborhood improvement was laid out, the pursuit of which 
would also be a training for civic life. It was soon found, however, 
that, while the human material was abundant, there was a scarcity 
of places in which these groups could meet. Indeed, after a 
thorough survey there was found only one type of place, available 
in all sections, where clubs of this sort were welcome, and that was 
the comer saloon. 

To Mr. Collier, this Rochester use of the public school as a 
neighborhood clubhouse seemed to present a solution of the prob­
lem which had been bothering the People's Institute. Accordingly 
he made plans for a similar movement in New York City. Under 
the auspices of the Institute, he organized in January of 1912 the 
New York Social Cenrer Committee. It was composed of a dozen 
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leading citiuns, including Dr. Stitt as the official representative of 
the Board of Education. 

THE SoclAL CENTER AT P. S. 63 
In the following May, this Committee launched its undertaking. 

What it set out to do was to take an existing evening recreation 
center and to gear onto it additional machinery designed to pr<r 
mote a freer and more democratic use of school f~!ities by adults 
as -11 as by young people, in normal groupings of both sexes. The 
school selected for this experiment was "P. S. 63," a comparatively 
new building located at 121 East Third Street, in a heterogeneous 
neighborhood where opportunities for wholesome evening occupa­
tions -re urgently needed. It was already in use as a girls' 
evening recreation center, with a Board of Education staff consist­
ing of a principal, a literary club diffl:tor, a librarian, two gymnasts, 
and a pianist. The principal, Miss Ruth Harper, and her assistants 
held other positions during the daytime. 

The New York Social Center Committee engaged as its active 
field worker Qinton S. Childs, a trained community organizer. 
By arrangement with the Board of Education, Mr. Childs was 
assigned to the P. S. 6} center on a full-time basis and charged with 
the task of developing. in co-operation with Miss Harper, an en­
larged program of activity. 

The methods employed by Mr. Childs have been described by 
Mr. Collier: 

Mr. Childs . . . spent almost two monlhs in the neighborhood 
before any activities were instituted. He lived in the n~ghborhood. 
Three-fourths of his work was done outside the school building. He dis­
covered the potential leadership of his neighborhood and organiud a 
governing committee, himself acting as chairman of this committee. He 
sought t.o know the wishes of the people. He was acquainted with all the 
dance halls, the motion-picture shows, even the saloon influences of his 
district. He brought conscious social art to bear, in the planning of 
activities and the choice and guidance of voluntary help . . .• 

It was summertime before Mr. Childs was able to start any 
activiti~. He found at the Center the Wednesday N~ghborhood 
Club, an adult group which had been previously organized by a 
volunteer worker of the Public Education Association. With the 

• otes on Community Center Work in Sc.hool Buildings. The Social Center 
Committee or the People's Institute. Bulletin No. 1, New York. 1915. (Out of 
print.) 
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aid of this club, dancing during the summer nights was started in 
the large tiled courtyard lying betMen the two ma.in wings of the 
building. A dancing club was formed and an admission fee charged. 
A floor committee was organized out of volunteers from the neigh­
borhood and the admissions grew from 300 to 8oo, hl,ing finally 
limited to sso because of lack of floor space. 

Using the dancing group as a nucleus, Mr. Childs unde_rtook the 
organization of a local supporting body. When !inally formed it 
was called "The Social' Center Committee c! P. S. 63," and was 
composed of two classes of members: (a) ~resentatives appointed 
by clubs which met at the Center, and (b) prominent residents of 
the district who had manifested an active interest in the project. 
Subcommittees -re set up, each one being assigned the task of 
helping to carry on a particular activity. Miss Harper and her 
staff continued to run the quiet-games room, the library, and the 
gymnasium, as well as to furnish the extra supervision and adminis­
trative service required to handle the additional groups and larger 
crowds brought in by the new regime. 

A more detailed ·view of just what the new methods and added 
energy of the New York Social Center Committee -re able to 
accomplish is afforded by a statement which Mr. Childs made in 
his first annual ~rt. He presented first an outline of the activi­
ties carried on in the P. S. 63 Recreation Center during the season 
just previous to his coming(October, 1911 to May, 1912), and then a 
similar summary for his own first year at the Center. The com­
parison was made, not in any way as a reflection upon the regular 
evening recreatimH:enter work, but solely as evidence of the 
broadened program which could be developed by a trained com­
munity organizer giving his whole time to the job. The two sum­
maries are quoted below.• 

Actitiities at P. S. 6J Recreation Cmur-Oaobn, 1911 to Ma,, 1912 

Literary, dramatic and social clubs, almost entirely for young girb 
betWttn the ages of fourteen and twenty, numbering 18 in all. 

Gymnastics for girb. 
Girls' Glee Oub. 
Folk and fancy dancing for girb. 
A mixed social dance on a very much restricted basis once a week. 

• The P. S. 63 unter began at this time to bear th< name "social Uflter." 
• Childs, Ointon S .. A Year's Experiment in SociaH:enter Organization. TIie 

People's Institute, New York, 1913. (Out of print.) 
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A pme room, with checkm and ocher games and a small numbu ol 
books and maguina for radin1-

T- study rooms for girh under fourtten years o( age. 
Several girls' public...:hool alumnae associations meeting in the buildin1-
A Mipborhood club composed chidly ol adults under the direc:tion ol a 

volunteer worker o( the Public Education "-xi.ation. 
The ttc«ds show two entertainmtt1ts during the year. 
Qubs occasionally had an mtertainmtt1t, but could invite only girb. 

Finl Y,ar of tbt P. S. 6J Social Cndn-May, 1912 lo Ma,, 191J 
The numbu of clubs inc.used from 18 to 4S, among which 'ftfe three 

additional aduh clubs. 
The mi,ed soci.al dancing was organized on a larger basis, the open-air 

courtyard being used for the first time, and made to pay upmsa. 
Refreshmtt1U weft sold at later dances. 

Study rooms for boys under fourtten. years ol age weft opened by Miss 
Harper's staff to provide for the admission o( boch sexes. 

Gymnastics and athletics for boys and mm to a limited extent. 
A local committee of people living in the Mipborhood ,nd using the 

building was formed for help and self...,vemment, forming a stron1 
nucleus ol a community organized and cmtering its social life in the 
schoolhouse. 

The auditoriwr. was thrown open for political campaign meetings. 
A cooking<lass for parmts and adults wu established. 
Two volunteer orchestru used the building for rehearsals and furnished 

music for the community. 
Camp Fire Girl groups weft organized. 
Amateur dramatics incrused, using boch oeus. 
A public forum was established. 
Monthly public concerts weft given. 
Nearly J7oo was rai,ed locally and used for the development o( the 

Center. 
The building was thrown open for a "safe and sane" New Year's Eve 

celebration. 
Moving-picture booch and machine weft installed. 
A child welfare exhibit WU beld. 
The building was kept open throup the summer, enabling many more 

clubs to meet and thus to be held together. 
Open-air summer dancing was organized, so that five or six hundred 

people danced one nipt a week. 

During this first year the New York Social Center Committee 
contributed nearly J3,500. This sum did not include the J700, 
mentioned above, received as admission fees to the dances, various 
concerts, bazaars and entertainments, and which was turned back 
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into the expense account. Besides these sums the Board of Educa­
tion paid the sala_rie of its regular staff and the cost of the heat, 
light, and janitorial service. The financial aspects of the enter­
prise did not attract so much attention, ~ver, as the gain in 
attendance and range of activity. During the previous fflereation­
center season, summariffl! above by Mr. Childs, the total atten­
dance bad eKCftded '48,000; in the following social-center season it 
passed the 70,000 mark, and during the summer ~ths a further 
attendance of 10,000 was added to the record. 

BEGINNING OF THE CoMMUNITY-CENTElt MOVEMENT 

The work at P. S. 6J began to attract attention. The Center 
was now open not only to young folks of both sexes, but was being 
patronized by many adults as well. The local business men and 
women were helping in the arrangement of programs for the young 
people of the district. Social worun from all over the city came 
to visit the Center. The success of the plan inspired Mr. Collier 
and the People's Institute with the hope that a formula had been 
discovered whereby all the schools of the city could be converted 
into centers of community life, without a proportionate increase of 
expense to the taxpayer. Champions of community life began to 
vision a self-supporting. democratically organized and adminis­
tered neighborhood institute whereby people could become progres­
sively better and happier through their leisure-time occupations. 
Mr. Childs epitomized the dream as follows: 

A community clubhou5e •nd Acropolis in one; thi> is the Social Center. 
A community organized about some center for its own political and social 
welfare and expression; to peer into its own mind and life, to discover its 
own social needs and then to meet them, whether they concern the political 
field, the field <>f health, of recreation, of education or of industry; such 
community organization is necessary if democratic society is to succttd 
and endure. There must be an unifying social bond of feeling. tradition, 
experience, belief and knowledge, a common meeting ground, spiritually 
and concretely speaking. But there must also be a community expression 
through activity, self-government and self .. upport.• 

In the second and third years of the P. S. 63 experiment, its local 
income became around 3,000 a year and the economic possibilities 
of the new form of school-center organization impressed influential 
citizens so strongly that the Board of Estimate and Apportion­
ment, in October, 1914, voted to reduce the budget of the evening 

1 A Yea.r's E!.pe.rimcnt in Socia.I-Center Organization. 
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ffl:reation centers. This action was in accord with the view, ex­
pressed at the time by Mr. Collier, "that the community center 
should lar~ly pay its own way, and that the earlier established 
ttcreation centers should be transformed into or superseded by 
the more economi.:al, more democntic, and more popular social 
or community centers." 

The success of the P. S. 63 enterprise inspired similar efforts in 
other schools. All had the benefit of the advice, an,.l ,ometimes the 
active help, of the People's Institute. To stimulate and guide the 
movement it published a series of pamphlets prepared by Mr. 
Collier. One of these, dated March ~~. 1915, enumerated "com­
munity center" undertakings in ~ schools. The active promoters 
of these ventures included neighborhood associations, social settll!­
ments, school principals, a church, and the People's Institute of 
Brooklyn (an offshoot of the New York People's Institute). In 
practically every case a local association was formed similar to the 
Social Center Committee of P. S. 63. Its work was ~rally 
directed by an organizer of more or less skill and training. Soml!­
times this person was the day~I principal; in other cases it 
was someone selected and paid by the promoting organization. 
To these cente::s the Board of Education also deputed one or more 
of its trained =reation-center workers. Besides this skilled per­
sonnel, the mana~t made use also of the volunteer committee 
members of its local association. 

The number of nights a week a center was open and the kinds of 
entertainment offered varied with the physical facilities of the 
building and with its resources. Some centers had no place that 
was suitable for dancing and others found it difficult to install 
motion-picture equipment. Aside from donations, which were 
considerable in certain cases, the chief sources of income were 
dances, motion pictures, club dues and paid admissions from con­
certs, bazaars, and entertainments. In each case the management 
was furnished the use of the school facilities without charge for 
heat, light, and janitorial service. Some of the problems put up 
to the Board of Education during this period of experimentation 
are set forth in the following statement by Eugene C. Gibney, who 
had become assistant director of vacation schools, playgrounds, 
and recreation and community centers: 

The Department of Recreation is not permitting the restrictions of the 
City budget to limit the scope of the Community Center Work. It is 
conducting real missionary work with a very limited staff. The process of 
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launchin1 a Cfflter under private dittetion is quite a different procas from 
the n1ablishmen1 of an official community Cfflter. The work of promotion 
is the stimulatin1 ol local bodies 10 orpnize community Cfflten. At 
every opportunity the community Cfflter is made the topic ol disamion­
at the meetings ol Parents' Associations, Neighborhood Assxiations. 
Civic Oubs. <1c. Speakers from the Department of Recration aR sent 
lo these me<1ings to interest adults present in the orpniution of a neigh­
borhood center. The body in quntion then appoints a committee to confer 
with the Assistant Dittetor of Community Centm. The proper -
cedure necessary lo the opening ol the school, the -hod ol orpnization, 
the fumisbin1 ol equipment, the syslem ol reports, <'le., are then es­
plained. Permits are given and an inspKlor from the depu1ment visits 
the center to assist in solving problems that always confront thole who are 
;'nexperienced. If the center requires supervisory assistance it is helped till 
it is put on its fm and then given entirely over to the foal poup. 

The Department has fOllered and encourapd in every way the m<1amor­
phoois of the puttly athletic recreation Cfflter into the full-lledl'(I com­
munity center. It has lately esublisbed the policy ol going to the rescue 
of community centers suffering through lack ol sufficient trained workers 
by assigning paid supervision to operate under the dittetion of the foal 
poup, so that we find in many cases the specialist under payment ol the 
city working in harmony with the Neighborhood Association. The course 
of ruthlessly abandoning locally initiated community Cfflters to the "sink 
or swim" policy hu thus been abandoned. And, by the same token, 
resident usociations are often called lo usist in the transforming process 
o( many recreation centers. When it is found that the salaried staff ol the 
department cannot swing the job ol adjusting the machinery ol the Cfflter 
to the community needs, a body of citizens or social workers is called in to 
stimulate or direct the enterprise. All stages of development ar,d transi­
tion are round in the centers throughout the city. The leaching corps of 
the Board o( Education hu been chanl'(l l.o a mobile body that can be 
maneuvered to meet issues and solve emergmcies as they arise. Where 
entire setr-support is not possible, enough assistance is given lo make 
for efficiency. Where complete setr-govemmenl is not developed, suffi­
cient direction is supplied lo produce results.• 

EFFORTS AT SELF-SUPPORT 

Much could be written about the efforts to produce self-support­
ing and self-governing community centers in the public schools of 
New York City. Although the attempts continued for a number 
of years, the fact is tha.t no center ever succeeded in becoming 

• Twentieth AnnU2I Re:pon of the Superintendent of Schools, Bo.a.rd of Educa­
tion, Citr of New York. 1918. Section on "Commuuity Cauen, Recreation 
unt<n,' <IC., published 5<par.U<ly. (Out of print.) 
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wholly self-supporting or capable of continuous self~i~ion. 
Some of them did indeed develop promising local associations, but 
none of these ever became sufficiently competent and n!liable to 
give a permanently satisfactory administration to a center. 
Always thett was need of the watchful ovenight and prooding of a 
trained organizer who gave his whole time to the job, and no 
center ever earned a sufficient income to pay continuously the 
salary of such an organizer, along with the other ~.!:ming expenses. 

One of the main difficulties was the decline in the R!tums from 
pay-activities. For a time the community-center dances wen! pop­
ular. Their manag,ement and supervision wett largely in the hands 
of the volunteer committees. In the beginning-during the period 
of novelty-the attendance and service of these volunteers were 
fairly satisfactory. But, after a while, their enthusiasm waned. 
They did not attend so frequently and became lax in supervising 
these dances. Unpleasant episodes on the dance floor happened. 
The patrons began to be dissatisfied and gradually drifted away to 
the commercial ttsarts. 

The failure of the school center "movies" was even more 
marked. Because they competed with the regular theaters, 
neither prod11cers nor distributors made it easy for them to get 
films. Not being able to offer as attractive programs or as much 
comfort to the audience as the rapidly growing neighborhood 
theaters, the community-center motion-picture venture could not 
draw sufficient patronage and thus came to an early end. 

With the disappearance of its two main sources of ttVenue, the 
plan of a self-supporting school center became obviously impracti­
cable. The income still available from club dues, concerts, and 
bazaars was not sufficient to maintain a professional staff, or to 
hire the orgar.izing ability required to cttate and preserve a society 
of capable volunteers. Of the 20 centers enumerated in the People's 
Institute pamphlet, 8 are today "official centers," 5 are "unofficial 
centers" and the remainder have disappeared from the community­
center category. 

RESULT OF THE MOVEMENT 

The real outcome of the experiment which has just been outlined 
was entirely unforeseen. It was a by-product of the administrative 
adjustment that the Board of Education made in the course of its 
dealings with the various organizations which attempted to 
develop community centers. To define both their privileges and 
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their responsibilities it worked out a form of agreement, a sort of 
contract, which they -re ~uiffll to sign. Its terms -re as 
follows: 

The Board of Education agreed: 

1. To grant the ...., of specified premi5es f« a certain term. rent frtt, 
« with cost of janitorial services paid by the group. 

2. To furnish light. heat, etc. 
3. To give permission to charge fees. 

The organization agreed: 
1. To conform to the financial regulations adopted by the Board of 

Education. 
2. To submit reports in accordance with the prescribed regulations. 
3. To conform to standard requirements of applicants f« the use of 

school buildings. 
◄· To retum all funds in in possession to the Board <>f Education upon 

the termination of its <ontract. no matter by which pany it was termi­
nated. 

Previous to the period of the community-center movement, 
miscellaneous societies had, as a traditional course, been permitted 
to use school facilities, but they had never been encouraged to do so. 
For every occasion an individual permit had to be obtained. There 
was no departmental machinery devised to facilitate the handling 
or permits. There was little effort to adapt school aa:omrnoda­
tions, physically, for what was regarded as an ""1Jitu use. Socie­
ties were not allowed to hold pay-to-enter affairs unless they -re 
in the nature or a benefit for the regular school work. In a word, 
those voluntary groups which got into the schoolhouse, previous 
lo this period, were there on sufferance. There was nothing un­
usual in this attitude. It was the customary one throughout the 
country, and in many places it still holds today. 

In the course or the community-center experiment, however, the 
Board or Education came to have a different attitude toward 
voluntary organizations. To help the movement along, it tried to 
make the physical conditions in its buildings better adapted to the 
needs or the neighborhood bodies. It recognized the fact that they 
had to make an income ir they were to live, and accordingly de­
vised regulations which enabled them to sell entertainment. It 
entered into written agreements with them whereby they were 
assuffll or the use or certain accommodations for a specified period, 
so that they could make plans for a season, ro1ther than for single 

30 

... 





occasions. It allowal them to set up programs open to both sexes, 
and in other ways permitted them to enjoy privileges similar to 
those possessed by the same type of body working outside of school 
pmnises. 

The Board of Education thus became acaistomed to deal with 
voluntary associations and to see them work within school walls. 
It learned to distinguish the groups having purposes similar to 
those of its own =fflltion-anter system and to fflllize tJ,e value to 
society which would be gained if they were assisted i~, the pursuit of 
their own ends through the use of school facilities. A dramatic 
club is essentially the same kind of organism, no matter where it 
develops. And the same is true of a mothers' club, a local tax­
payers' association, or an orchestral society. The movement 
inspired by the P. S. 63 enterprise did not develop a type of local 
voluntary body which, without aid, could take over a school build­
ing and make it, in the words of John Collier, "an organizing 
center for the life of a neighborhood or a community," but it did 
demonstrate that, just outside of the school, there was a reservoir 
of group energy which coold be tapped and led into community­
center work. The Board of Education established a permanent 
connection with that supply of energy simply by continuing and 
strengthening the hospitable letting regulations which it had first 
devised for dealing with the groups that aspired to Cffilte com­
munity centers. 

Since that time the voluntary associations using school facilities 
have represented two broad classes. The first class consists of a 
small group of associations devoted to social betterment which 
have followed in the footsteps of the New York People's Institute 
and have sought to develop community centers in schools by sup­
plying the organizing ability required to bring local leadership into 
operation. Usually they draw their support from members' sul>­
scriptions and philanthropic donations rather than from fees paid 
in by the patrons of the centers. Leading examples of this class 
are the People's Institute of Brooklyn and the C.Ommunity Coun­
cils of the City of New York, Inc. Their methods will be more 
fully described in Part 111. 

The second and larger class is made up of groups which have 
programs for their own members only, and which support them­
selves mainly through membership fees, assisted by an occasional 
income-producing entertainment. They are usually formed outside 
of the school premises but resort to them for the carrying on of 
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their main activity. The role of the school system is that of host, 
but that term does not reveal the full significana of its work. 
The clerks of a bank form a basket-ball dub in one of their 
offices, but their games are played in a school gymnasium. 
They have no place to play basket ball either at their place of 
business or near their homes. The prospect of being able to use 
a school gymnasium leads them to organize the dub. The hos­
pitality ol the school system thus, in a sense, creates the group and 
affords its members the privilege of enjoyi!!'& a wholesome pastime 
which otherwise would be unavailable. 

Of course, not all of the organizations using school accommoda­
tions were brought into existence because of that opportunity. 
Many groups had lived without them and would have kept on, 
somehow, if they had never become available. But even in these 
cases, the school facilities made possible either a more satisfactory 
performance of the group function or a gn,ater expenditure of 
energy on its part. Again, the availability of schoolrooms as 
meeting-places has helped to extend the work of such character­
forming agencies as the Boy Scouts, the Girl Scouts, and Camp 
Fire Girls. The headquarters of these organizations are equipped 
to supply programs of activity and leadership. But their local 
units have to find their own ~ing-places. The existence of a 
friendly schoolroom often makes a scout troop possible. 

The foregoing broadly outlines the evolution of the policy whose 
skilful application by the New York Board of Education has 
produced the system of "unofficial centers," and that large addi­
tional amount of miscellaneous community life in public schools 
represented by the statistics of "occasional use." 
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PART Ill 

COMMUNITY USE AND ITS REGULATION 

I N TH IS section we present, in more detail, the procedure by 
which outside organizations obtain the me of school facilities, 
the methods by which their activities are regulated, and cer­

tain facu regarding the quantity and character of this extra school­
plant utilization. 

As custodian of school properties, the Board of Education feels a 
natural obligation, the chief aspects of which it has summarized as 
follO'II/S: 

1. To protect the school plant and equipmc,nt. 
2. To maintain proper standards of activities - conducted u a 

ttgular pan of the school syst<m. 
3. To protect schools against commc,rcialiution. 
4- To safeguard schools against dangerous propaganda and to insure 

such decorous behavior and patriotic attitude u may be d<mandcd of an 
organiution granted the privilege of ll'ICding in a public-1thool building. 

s-To simplify the procedutt by which the use o( schools may be ob-
tained. 

6. To carry out the provisions of the Education Law ttprding the 
"Use of School House and Grounds Out of School Hours." 

7. To avoid conflict in time, and place of ll'ICdings. 

To meet these responsibilities the Board has centralized all its 
letting proadure in the Bureau of Extension Activities. This step 
insures that the same practice 'II/ill be followed in every case, and 
also that an organization which has misused its privileges in one 
building 'II/ill not be able to go to another and take advanta~ of a 
principal to whom its record is unkno'Nn. 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN BOARD OF EDUCATION AND ORGANIZATION 

For every letting an application form, the face of which is repro­
duced on page 34, must be filled out by the organization which 
desires the use of school facilities. The schedule of fees has been 
already presented on page 19. On the back of the form are set 
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of time will be granted cm special ocasicms, whea approwd by tbe Dittetor 
o( Extension Activities. 

3. Three houn constitute oae oeuioD. 
-4. Smoking cm IChoal premises is prohibited. A permit will be n,voked 

for a violation. 
s-When an admission fee is clurpd or a calection um, a financial 

statement with signed YODChen - be tullmitted within cme week of 
the use of the school. 

No permission will be granted for the u,e al school :.Uildings for any 
entertainments, moving-pictllft show. or the like, to which an admission 
fee is char~. when, the proceeds an, to be ._.,.. to purpmes - ap­
p,oved by the Dittetor al Ext.....,. Activities. 

At COIICerts, when - giYffl Wldn the a-,ices al tlw 8mrd of Educa­
tion, collections may be nude to defray the npemes theftot, and to devote 
to school purposes, patriotic purpooes or the League of Neiat,borhood 
School Centen. In connection with the uoe of oclloal buildings for con­
certs. entertainments. etc., the fol'-i111 rqubtiaas .,.. to apply: 

(a) The charge for admission n subject to dwl9" by the Dittetor of 
Extension Activities. 

(b) No coupon system connected with any newspaper, busiaeos ""'­
or commercial organization shall be used for securing reduced admissions. 

6. All organizations that occupy school premises after rqubr school 
houn for co,d;-J use must submit, - Later than the 5th day al each 
month, n,ports •• to (a) anffldance, (b) damage, and (c) a financial state­
ment with vouchen (if an admission fee has been clurpd or collection 
taken). Permits will be n,voked for -pliance. 

In the case of an ""'"ioul use a financial statmient cmly is to be sub­
mitted (provided an admission fee has been charpd or collection tam). 
Anendance and damage n,ports will be submined by the CUSlodwi. 

7. When the use of schools under permit is discontinued, -ification 
must be sent to the custodwi of the buildiq and to tbe Dittetor al Exteo­
sion Activitie. 

8. Pianos cannot be used or moved without authorization. For oc­
,a,i,mal use, permission to use a piano will be granted on the permit form. 
For amliN,wtu use of pian05 and all use of orsans, application must be 
made to the Director o( Music. 

9. No standard width motion pictunes should be shown in a school 
unless the apparatus has been approved by the Buneau of Licenses and 
unless such license is pnesent to view in the booth. Furthermore, no such 
film should be displayed unless it is done by a licensed operator approved 
by the Director of Visual Instruction. 

10. All organizations using school buildings must take the utffl05t can, 
of the school property, and make good any damage arising from the oc­
cupancy of any portion of the building. As occasion arises, a money 
guarantee will be requir<d as a protection against property 1055 or damage. 
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PROCEDURE FOLLOWED IN OBTAINING USE OF SotooL FACILITIES 

Each applying organization has to take the following steps: 

,. Obtain three or more ccpia of the application form from either the 
principal of the school or the Dittctor of Elllension Activities. 

2. Ascertain whether the pmnises desired are available on the occasion 
in question by cmsulti111 either the principal of the school or the Dittctor 
of Elllension Activities. 

3. Fill out application forms in triplicate and .,,cure on them. in the 
appropriate places, the signatures of the day-school principal, the evening­
school principal, and the community~er principal (if ei1her of the latter 
two activities is beil!I carried on in the building). 

+ Send the application forms, togaher with the proper fee (as indicated 
by the schedules printed on the back of 1be form), to the Dittctor of Elllm-
1ion Activities. 

On the face ol the application blank (Rproduced on pag,e 3-4) 
there are spac.es·for the following data: 

Date 
Name of orpnization 
Purpooe for which it was formed 
Name and location of school it dairies to use 
Portion of buildin& desired (if auditorium, whether piano is desired) 
Day of wetk and dates of use (if for ,,,._, use, date of espiration) 
Time: From what hour to what hour, A.•·••·._ (ahernoon or evening) 
Purpooe for whicb pmnises will be used 
Amount of admission fee 10 be charpd 
Whether a collection wiU be taken 
Purpooes to which proceeds w,11 be devoced 

The form is to be signed by the secretary ol the organization 
(who furnishes a),o his addres and telephone number), and just 
above the place for his signature is the following statement, whicJ, 
is an important part al the contract: 

If permission is gJanted,,.., hereby agree to observe the regulations of the 
Board of Education and to esercise the utmost care in the use of the school 
premises and property, and to make p,od any damage arising from our 
occupancy of any portion of the building. 

The certificates embodied in the form and signed by the various 
principals working in the building concerned state that the men­
tioned premises will not be requirM for their purposes on the 
dates and hours named in the application. If any one of these 
principals wishes to cXpress disapproval of the proposed use, he 
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appends to the form a brief note stating the grounds for his dis­
approval. Final action in issuing the permit rests upon the facts 
which aRe ReVealed by subsequent investigation. 

The authorization clause is as follows: 

This form, when approved by the Director of Elllension Activities, will 
be an authorization for the use of thr pmnises designated above. 

WILLI,.. j. O'SHEA, 

Supe,;intendent of Schools 
Approved: 

Director, E111ension Activities 

When approved, one copy of the application is retained by the 
approving official, one copy is sent to the applicant, and the third 
is forwarded to the custodian of the school concerned. 

All school custodians are furnished with forms printed on ad­
dressed post cards. It is their duty to report on these, after each 
"occasional" use, the attendance, the amount and kind of any 
damage which may have been caused, and whether or not any 
money was taken in, through admission fees or collections. As has 
already been stated, organizations enjoying "continuous" use. 
that is, those whose permits cover a series of dates, aRe oblipd to 
make their own reports upon these matters, reports which arc sup­
plemented by other officials in the case of dama,e or other diffi­
culty. 

Through the operation of this system the office of the director 
of extension activities gradually accumulates a vast imOUllt of 
knowledge concerning the organizations which make use of school 
buildings. It learns which groups can be trusted to use facilities 
properly, which ones must be watched, which are requirm to put 
up indemnifying deposits, and which should be denied the use cf 
the school buildings. Since the demand for privileges in certain 
schools has become greater than can be met, there is a premium 
upon good standing in the extension office. 

ADAPTING THE 5cHOOL BUILDING TO U>MMUNITY UsE 

In the report of the Extension Bureau for the year 1918 from 
which we have already quoted' considerable emphasis was placed 
on the necessity of designing the future school building so as to fit 
it for community use, especially if income-producing activities 
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were to be carried on within it. Pointing out that the community 
center had thus far suffered because ol the lack of attractiveness 
and adaptability ol the school plant, the di=tor of the Bureau 
said that "brilliant light, polished floors and comfortable seats are 
the inducements that enable commerce to fattm oo the petty 
savings of the wage-earners," and "we must learn from our com­
mercial competitors in ~justing old buildings and e~ing new 
ones for community use. The philosophy al!!! program ol city 
planning must vouchsafe the qualities of buspitality, cheeriness, 
comfort and serviceability in public structu~ to give us the means 
ol financial self-nwntenance." 

In the dozien and more years since this was writtm, the wider 
use of the school plant, by the community at large, has become 
such an established fact that school buildings are now planned 
with facilities just as definitely designed for their community­
center functioning as for their primary educational or day-school 
purpose. 

The ew York Board of Education"s Bureau of Construction 
and Maintenance has designed an elementary school building. 
called its M type, in which adequate provision is made for exten­
sion activities. On the ground floor are two large playrooms and an 
auditorium, and on the third floor is a gymnasium for boys, with a 
~r-room and d-ing-room. The fourth floor provides a 
similar gymnasium for girls, with a dressing-room but no ~r 
baths, the latter not being provided for girls in the elementary 
schools. 

The city's high school buildings, in constant use for community 
purposes, are well designed for rendering a variety of services to the 
public. Gymnasiums, swimming-pools, and imposing auditoriums 
with stage and setting adequate for the proper presentation or 
plays. are among their outstanding reatu~. The foyers are fre­
quently most attractive, and are used for exhibits or various kinds­
that or the Washington Irving High School being known as a 
Municipal Art Gallery, where loan exhibits l:y artists or repute are 
often on view, as well as work by the pupils themselves. 

OlITSIDE ORGANIZATIONS MAKING REGULAR UsE oF ScHOOLS 

One or the unique results or New York's schoolhouse hospitality 
is the aid it has given to voluntary agencies devoted to social im­
provement through the organization of leisure. When it became 
possible to arrange for a whole season's use of specific accommoda-
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tions-without even in some cases custodial and mai11tenance 
expense-the work of character-forming associations was given a 
great impetus. They had the personnel ffljuired for organizing 
recreational and social activities. All they needed was a plant in 
which to operate. The Board of Education had unused facilities; 
it was committed to a community~ter program; the logical 
thing was to co-operate with such groups. Since all the work of the 
voluntary associations would be carried on in fo!! ~ of school 
officials there was little chance that it would l,e irresponsible or 
bring criticism upon the school authorities. In case of abuse, the 
arrangm,ent could be terminated immediately. We will now 
glance at the methods of two such organizations, each of which 
draws its support from its members and philanthropic friends 
rather than from the patrons of the school centers they manqe 
or help to nm. 

CENTERS P1tOMOTED BY THE PEOPLE'S INSTITUTE OF BllOOIU.YN 

This organization, of which the United Neipborhood Guild, 
Inc., has become a part, began its community service in a,nnection 
with the public schools eighteen years ago and is now making use 
of 25 school buildings in the borough of Brooklyn for evening­
center act1V1ties. By organizing neighborhood committees of 
volunteers it reduces the cost of paid supervision to a minimum. 
To give an idea of what it is accomplishing by this use of school 
property, - quote from a report of this branch of its work. 

Every week ~.ooo working boys out al the drab miles of tenements from 
Highland Park to Fort Hamilton race up and down the gymnuium floon 
of l ~ public school buildings, in bard-played pmes al basket ball Wider our 
auspices. Th.,y have their matcb games and their championship series, 
their social clubs and their dances, much u do their man, fortunate con­
temporaries ,.ho can go to collqe. Recently some of these dubs-al 
shipping clerks, office boys, and mechanics' helpen-have wanted to study. 
They have asked us to send them college professon to come and talk to 
them about politics and economics. . . 

Large as it is, this boys' work is only a single phase of our school activi­
ties, ..,hich vary Mth the needs of the neighborhood served. Moreover, 
in ten or more districts, local groups of responsible adult volunteers are 
helping our staff workers, also a large number of individuals. Many of the 
young people who came to us solely to get the use of a school gymnasium 
have developed into valuable helpeD, participating in directing important 
parts of the work. 
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AN ASSEMBLY GROUP OF NATURALIZATION AND ENGLISH CLASSES, PEOPLE'~ INSTITUTE COMMUNITY CENTER, 
P. s. 16g. BROOKLYN 



Two hundred and twenty clubs of young working boys and men, 20 

clubs of young working women, and 6o clubs of older people are on our 
roster, making regular use of the school buildings for a wide variety of 
activities. 

Among the cultun.J features of the People's Institute com­
munity-antcr work are the following: an evening school in Eng­
lish of 400 young people of Scandinavian descent; a women's 
forum on clcmcntary education; a literary forum; group discus­
sions for young men; parent councils; an art rommittcc of repre­
sentative teachers and artists who furnish traveling art exhibits to 
schools and libraries; group excursions to points of interest in the 
city; singing societies and chon.J contests; a speakers' service; 
and instruction in home economics. 

In this phase of its work the People's Institute is making a 
valuable contribution to the adult education movement, in demon­
strating how the masses of the people may best be led to take ad­
vantage of the cultural opportunities presented to them. The suc­
cess of the Institute' s community-anter classes reveals that the 
older adult is more inc.lined to join neighborhood groups than to 
avail himself of similar opportunities in the Lirgcr educational 
centers. This is not merely because of the greater convenience, 
but because in the more homogeneous local group he feels more at 
ease than in the larger institutions with their huge classes and 
more varied dicntclc. 

The opportunities of a social and recreational nature which these 
centers further afford include neighborhood socials attended by all 
ages; dances for young people; holiday observances; and an 
athletic and a swimming club for women. Finally, considerable 
work has been accomplished in their neighborhoods in the field of 
civic -lfare through the activity of the local center groups, who 
arrange meetings on vital local problems, and so stir up a public 
opinion which brings about improved conditions. 

The method of organization employed by the People's Institute 
of Brooklyn has in many cases been the reverse of that adopted 
by the People's Institute of New York (that famous parent ol all 
institutes so named) when it undertook its pioneer community­
center work in P. S. 63. As - have already noted, it had con­
sidered as the desirable 5tarting-point the formation of a local 
c.c,mmunity-center association, through the intensive organization 
work of a paid secretary in a selccted locality. The Brooklyn 
organization, on the contrary, when unable to follow this more 
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elaborate and expensive me!hod, often begins with a single activity 
in a school, and gradually rallies around it interested residents 
until a local group is formed, upon whose efforts the Institute can 
usually rely for taking up and carrying on the work so started. 
In this way there develops a series of activities which respond to 
local needs. A general supervision is maintained by the parent 
body through its staff supervisor; and each club as formed in these 
centers selects or is placed under an adult volunt~r worker who is 
satisfactory to this Institute representative. 

For purposes of closer co-operation berwttn these various local 
groups there was organized the Brooklyn Federation of Com­
munity Centers, affiliated with the parent organization and com­
posed of the latter's board of directors and five delegates from 
each group. Another federation of the Institute centers is the 
Inter-Community Basket Ball Association, which runs tryouts 
during the season and tournaments in March. About 16 of these 
clubs continue in the summer as an inter<0mmunity-center base­
ball league. This summer work could be greatly extended were 
there sufficient public baseball diamonds. 

Co11tMUNITY CouNCIL CENTERS 

During the World War, partly as a result of local initiative and 
partly under the impetus of the ational Council of Defense, 
neighborhood groups known as community councils came into 
existence with the aim of mobilizing various local resources needed 
for the prosecution of the war. This movement found vigorous 
expression in the school districts throughout Greater ew York; 
many such groups were formed and found natural meeting-places 
in schoolhouses. In time these grew into a central body, which is 
now known as the C-ommunity Councils of the City of ew York, 
Inc., and to what is called the " Parliament .. delegates are sent 
from the local councils. The central office is located in the Munici­
pal Building, has a permanent staff working on a substantial 
budget, and is backed by an imposing list of prominent citizens. 

From the outset the organization has been interested in leisu­
time activities and wholesome play opportunities, both indoor and 
outdoor, for the children of New York City. Shortly after the 
war, its executive secretary was Eugene C. Gibney, who held this 
position in addition to his work in the public schools. At that time 
the movement to organize school centers with the help of neighbor­
hood associations, already described in Part 11, was still in progress, 
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and Mr. Gibney encouraged local community councils to engage in 
this attempt. When the Board of Education later came to make up 
its list of organizations which should enjoy free use of school facili­
ties, it was therefore natural to include the Community Councils 
among them. Since they enjoyed the continuous-permit privilege, 
each school used by a local community council as a meeting-place 
became thereby an unofficial center unless, as in some cases, the 
building happened also to be assigned and utilize<! as an official 
center. 

The unofficial centers, run by the Community Councils, consist 
of two classes: (a) one in which the activities consist merely of 
the meetings of the council and its incidental occasions and enter­
tainments, and (b) another class in which there are definite arrange­
ments, under a chairman or a director of a local council, for the 
conduct of a regular public program, mainly of such activities as 
basket ball, handball and indoor baseball, and, in some centers, 
skating and swimming. 

The organization's Special Committee to Open Recreation 
Centers assumed all the expenses of supervision, custodial services 
and equipment of 23 centers for the period ovember Is to 
Duember 24, 1929. Beginning with January, 1930, these centers 
were continued by the Board of Education as official centers, still 
making use of the assistance of local community councils. for a 
period of thirty weeks. This extension, which included 27 other 
new centers, making 50 in all, was made possible through an addi­
tion of $66,625 to the school-center appropriation, which was 
obtained largely through the appeals made by the Community 
Councils and the pressure of public sentiment which they had 
marshaled. It was this budget increase which accounts for the rise 
in the number of official centers from 68 in 1929 to 118 in 1930. 

The programs promoted or conducted by the Brooklyn People's 
Institute and the New York Community Councils are for the 
benefit of the public at large. In addition, there are many organi­
zations which conduct activities arranged for their own members. 
The names of these groups, the nature of their occasions, and the 
nights they meet are all indicated in the Directory of Unofficial 
Centers presented on page 56. All this leisure-time opportunity 
has been either created or greatly helped by the liberal and hos­
pitable schoolhouse letting policy of the New York Board of Edu­
cation. 
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PoLITICAL UsE oF SotooU1ousEs 

The 1928--1929 annual report (unpublished) of the Division of 
Extension Activities to the Board of Education contains this 
statement about another outgrowth of the school's community 
movement: 

An interesting devdoptnffll thal dots not show in the statistics is the 
use of the school for voting and rqistration. Over 6o per cent of the 
ci1izens of the city visited lhe schools lo register ar,<i to vote. The use of 
I he school for this purpose will increase. The use of the school during 
election time for the submission of the issues is constantly increasing, and 
it is but a matter of a short time when practially all the political meetings 
w,11 be held in the schoolhouse. 

CoMPARISON OF OFFICIAL AND UNOFFICIAL CENTER ACTIVITIES 

Any consideration of these two classes of New York school cen­
ters on the basis of !dative value or efficiency would be improper. 
uch has its peculiar role and each a special environment to which 
it is best suited. We can, however, see a little more clearly the 
strong points of each system by bringing their attendance results 
into juxtaposition. In Table 7 - present a tabulation of atten­
dance at the two types of centers according to kind of use. This 
analysis was made in the year 1927 for the single month of March, 
a time of year when the school-center season is at its height. Even 
though the study was made several years ago, it is probable that the 
relative differences in use-which are what interest us here-have 
not greatly chang,ed. 

For the purpose of exhibiting more graphically the distribution 
of attendance in the two classes of centers, the diagram on page -46 
is presented. Each bar indicates for its type of activity the per­
centage of the total attendance of the indicated class of center, the 
percentages in each column totaling 100. But this 100 per cent 
stands, in the case of official centers, for a total attendance of 
5 52,l!m, while in the case of the unofficial centers it signifies a total 
of only 113,476. 

By reference to the diagram we see that in the official centers the 
greatest activity-over one-half of the total-is in the field of 
athletics and other active physical exercises. Oub and group­
work come second, and the use of games and reading rooms third. 
The other types of activity shrink to quite small proportions. 

At the unofficial centers, one-third of the total attendance arises 
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from meeting-places afforded to Boy and Girl Scouts. Civic oc­
casions and public meetings produce over one-fifth of the atten­
dance, while the club or group activity ranks third in bulk. Meet­
ings of adult societies, and athletics and games, follow closely in 
fourth and fifth places. 

The official centers show 93 per cent of their attendance in three 
lines of activity, while in the unofficial centers the same proportion 
of attendance is spread over six types of activity. The reasons for 
the difference in emphasis can be readily underwJOd when one 
considers the kinds of personnel available in the two classes of 
centers. 

TABLE 7.-ATTENDANCE AT OFFICIAL AND UNOFFICIAL COMMUNITY 
CENTERS DURING MARCH, 1927, BY TYPES OF ACTIVITY 

No. To<al -· ol ...... L«--.... ..... --.... 

OFFICIAL curn:n 
Man-
hat• 
tan 

Brou 
Brooll 
ly1I 24 

7 , 243 

Tot ~ .. : 0 
-+-11--1--1·---'-+---+--ll--l-.;....l--+-

UNOFFICIAL CENTl:U 

4) .... 
z: 

◄.•:19 

1.. trs: 
I, 2,05 I J,lio8 

7,!)06 

1,(7/6 

724 3,027 38,041 

•The Board of Ed_.Uoa. malata.iDed a arpan.t.e Departaml of Pa.bUc L.«llftl •alll 1929. 
Tbdr .. tiltb o1 aundaace an: not Included ia lh1s table, wbicb 11 dnol8t DD.Ir Lo lbe work 
ol lbe Bune■ ol ~ ActiYitin. 

• Tbeee kcturea ftft uadu the auapices ol llldC:ldlaDtou P'OUPl-
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c.o.,.u,soN OF ATTENDANCE AT OFFICIAL AND UNOFFICIAL C:0.aUNITY 
C■NTEU DURING MAllCH, 1927, WJTN RESPECT TO TnEs OF AcnvlTY 

Tno_._ .._ __ 
8d.fw--. folk ..... ~--
---
'--

...... 

... 
lu 

• 

n• ... 

-.... 
.... 

■u -. ... .. 
.... 

The official centers tend to favor the active physical exercises 
because they meet probably the greatest popular .-i in the sec­
tions ~ they are located, and because the trained Board of 
Education staffs, using the class method in the ia,. school gym­
nasiums, can handle many people at a time. The running of rooms 
for such activities as cbecken, dominoes, or reading is mainly a 
service job, and is not the type of thing that lends itself to volun. 
teer administration. Again, the club-work carried on in the official 
centers requires technical skill in group formation. The young 
people enter the centers individually as strangers; their molding 
into an organization takes place larBdy within the center, and it 
takes traioed leadership to bring this about. 

The unofficial centers naturally devote themselves to those activ­
ities which require a minimum of organization skill. Groups 
come to them, larBdy already formed. Administering the center 
means simply letting them into the school building and keeping it 
lighted, heated, and in order. In the case of the centers run by the 
Brooklyn People's Institute, that organization itself supplies a 
trained leadership; but even here there is a tendency to work with 
natural groups and to favor the kinds of activities which such 
bodies can manage with a minimum of outside help. Of course, 
the Boy and Girl Scouts come into the centers already organized 
and with a program provided by their central agency. 
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SUIIUlAllY OF LETTINGS FOIi ONE SotooL YEAll 

In order to obtain a compmiensive view of the total use of the 
New York school plant by non-school organizations, a study was 
made four yean qo of all the permits issued in one year. The 
data then collected are included in this study because it is believed 
that they stiU main their essential significana. The figures pertain 
to both classesof pennits, those which create the" unofficialcenten" 
as well as those which come under the head of" uccasional use." 

During the last few yean, about 3,000 pennits a year have i-n 
issued by the Bureau of Extension Activities to groups, societies, 
and other bodies making use of school facilities. Many of these 
pennits cover a continuous or ~rrent use. The total number of 
occasions held under such pennils during the school year ending 
June 30, 1927, was 30,395. This number does not include over 
9,000 occasions held by school officials, such as confe~ and 
teachen' meetings. The buildings used numbered -446, which was 
euctly two-thirds of the total number of the city's school build­
ings, including high schools and all other classes. The most fre­
quently used edifice was that of the Washington Irving High 
School, in which 1,o86occasionso1her than school affairs were held. 

The distribution of these occasions among the five boroughs 
which make up Greater New York followed rather closely the 
population dis1rib111ion. The boroughs of Queens and Richmond, 
which are still of a suburban character, each had a meeting-place 
use that was somewhat in aass of its share of the population. 
This may perhaps be accounted for by the fact that they are sec­
tions in which the early settlements and real estate developments 
with their influence upon local community life are still most 
obvious. 

TABLE 8.-BOROUGH DISTRIIIUTION OF NON-SCHOOL USES Or 
SCHOOLS FOil THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1927, AS COMPARED 
WITH BOROUGH POPULATIONS (CENSUS OF 1925) -- Population 

Borough bdd in schools 

Number Per cent Numhff Per cent 

Manhattan 9,-409 31 1,945,0>9 33 
Bronx 3,888 13 87-1,168 15 
Brooklyn 10,-491> 3-4 ~.:JO}.B;:I 38 

t ttns 5,~ 19 713, I ll 
ocbmond 3 i38.2n l 

Total !0,39~ 100 5,873,356 100 
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CLASSIFICATION OF 0ccAslONS Aca>aolNG TO 5ocJAL SIGNIFICANCE 

The Board of Education which lends its edifices for the use of 
outside groups is encouraging in one way or another the activities 
which such bodies are carrying on. If it charges no fee, it does the 
group a favor which is tantamount to a donation to its cause. 
If it charges only a cost fee, it is nevertheless giving the group and 
its activity public moral support. Only in case the Board's fee 
actually yielded a profit to the city could the ler.<iing of the school 
premises be regarded as of disinterested assistance to the group. 
It becomes, therefore, a matter of public interest to learn some­
thing about the social implications of the various group activities. 

The classification of voluntary organiutions with respect to their 
functional significance to society is not an easy task. It must be 
based upon purpose or accomplishment and yet avoid subjective 
phraseology. Such a characteristic as "giving satisfaction to 
members" would apply to a wide range of organiutions. Any 
useful description of a class must have an objective reference and 
at the same time indicate a purpose which is so characteristic that 
it would exclude unlike organizations and cover those exhibiting 
similarity. An attempt at this kind of classification was made by 
the Committee on Community Relations ol the National Educa­
tion Association, and was included in its report to that body made 
at Philadelphia in July, 1926. While it was regarded as tentative 
and experimental, it seems to be useful and bas been taken as the 
basis for Table 9-

The purpose of the table is merely to reveal something about the 
character and social significance of those organiutions which are 
taking greatest advantage of New York's generous schoolhouse 
hospitality. The rank of the various classes of organizations in the 
table is ~!ermined by the relative frequency of occasions held by 
each class in the city as a whole. 

Of the 30,395 occasions therein reported, two-fifths 'ftre the 
meetings of groups, such as Boy and Girl Scouts, musical or 
literary societies, radio and other clubs. devoted to personal culture 
or self-improvement. Of course. it is difficult to distinguish~ 
culture and recreation; some persons might consider that Boy 
Scout activities would come more properly under the recreation 
class. In all boroughs of the city, except Brooklyn, this group of 
occasions was largest. 

The next class of occasions constituted over one-fifth of the total 
number. They included voluntary associations organized for the 
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TAIILE 9.-0CCASIONS HELD IIY OUTSIDE OllGANIZATIONS IN NEW 
YOllK SCHOOLS FOil THE YEAll ENDING JUNE :JO, lg:17, CLASSI­
FIED ACCOllDING TO CHAllACTEll OF ORGANIZATION 

ADbon,aps Pff ant of total in each bonlash 
Clwact..-or .... orpnizalioa Nam- M.,._ 

Brom Brook- o-n, Rich-.,.,. ant ........ lyn mood ,- --
1. Groups devocod lo 

.,.,_al culture or 
sdf..improvement 12.s&s 41-4 41i.8 45-S 31.6 44-8 50.0 

2. Voluntary associations 
providin1 recrurioml, 
IIOciaJ or cultural op-
ponunitiel for odwr 
than their own mt:m-
ben 6.941 ll.9 17.0 10.3 40.9 10.6 4-9 

3. ~":.""u:.r:.i,,d ~ 
mjoynmt 5,161 17.0 19-0 J).J 9-5 24-4 7.9 

4- Public nlbre orpni-
utions devocod lo 
tads beyond .... in-
dividual advantage of 
mcmben J,102 10,2 6.5 14-0 6.o 17.8 )S,6 

,. Private Khools ,.66c s-s 6.o 5.4 7-5 1.7 -4 

6. Partiu.n political 
........ 158 .8 1.6 .6 -4 -4 .6 

7. Propopndistic poups, 

orpnizatiom -· for or apinsc: chanFS 
in laws. institutiom 
0< customs ,Ilg .6 1.0 .o .8 .o .o 

8. Seem societies 47 .I .3 .I .I .o .i 

9. Economic groups 17 ., .3 .o .o .0 .o 

10. Misull.an,oos groups 425 1-4 1.5 .9 l.l .3 -4 

Total J0,)95 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

purpose or providing recreative, social, and cultural opportunities 
for other than their own members. In this class come such groups 
as the People's Institute of Brooklyn, the New York Community 
Councils, Bureau of Jewish Education, Railroad Young Men's 
Christian Association, and branches or the Public Library. In 
other words, this is the typical community group interested 
primarily in affording a wholesome recreational and social environ­
ment for young people. Brooklyn's high standing in this class-
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-41 per cent of the total figures for the borough-is to be attributed 
to the activity of the People's Institute, which makes use of 25 
schools, as has been described in a prnious section. 

The occasions ranking third in importance, forming a little over 
one-sixth of the total, consisted of those held by groups organized 
especially for some form of recreational or social enjoyment. This 
class differs from the foregoing one in form of organization rather 
than in character of activity. In the former group an overhead 
organization constitutes the all5pias and the holder of the permit. 
In this case each group -ks its permit directly from the Bureau d 
Extension Activities. Typical namples are basket-ball turns, 
athletic clubs, school-alumni assooations, and American Legion 
posts. 

The fourth class of occasions, forming one-tenth d the total 
number, consisted of meetings held by public-welfare organizations, 
such as taxpayers' associations, community councils, parent-teacher 
organizations, and local civic associations. As might be expected, 
this type was more numerous in the boroughs d Queens and Rich­
mond, where local community boundaries are still fairly distinct. 

The above four classes aggregated over 90 per cent of all the 
occasions. Of the remaining. one-half were under the auspices 
of private schools or private educational undertakings. They 
included elocution contests, piano recitals, and the commencement 
exercises of private schools. 

The other types of occasions included 258 meetings of political 
parties, 18g meetings of propagandistic groups, ◄7 secret society 
occasions, 27 meetings of labor union and other economic groups, 
and ,425 miscellaneous uses, such as civil service examinations, news­
paper oratorical contests, taking of a motion picture, and meetings 
held by the borough president to consider petitions for public 
improvement. 

It is impossible to estimate the total value to society of the 
occasions we have discussed. It is safe to say, however, that these 
gro11p activities which the New York Board of Education is 
encouraging are mediums by which not only our folkways are being 
gradually changed and molded, but by which also our institutions 
and laws are gradually evolving. Thus, in its encouragement of 
associational life, the New York Board of Education is performing. 
in addition to its principal educational function, a social service of 
fundamental importance. 
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DIRECTORY OF OFFICIAL COMMUNITY CENTERS, MARCH, 1931) 
SHOWING NrcHTs AND Houas OPEN 

IIANIL\ffAN 
Ti-Mio/ 

C,,ru, I..Duliott Ni1ks~ uuWfl 

P.S. II 1,st St. W. ol lllh Av. Mon.-Th. 7-~'.? 11 Madu & Jackson St. Mon.-Fri. 
17 471h St. W. of 8th Av. 

Mon. TI. 
~ 

1191h St. & Amslttebm Av. 

~
St. E. of 1st Av. Mon.-Fri. 

66 h St. E. ol rst Av. Wed. Th. Fri. 7.3&-11 
89 Lfflm Av. & :r,1h St. Mon. Wed. 7-~':! 
:a 1471h St. W. 71h Av. Th. Fri. 

111th St. nr. Broadway Mon. Wed. Fri. 8-10.30 
99 rooth St. and 1st Av. Mon. Wed. Fri. 7-~•.? 

IOI 11 uh St. W. of Lex. Av. Wed. Th. 
IIS 176th St. & St. Nich. Av. Mon.-Fri. 
136 1:,6th St. & Eqecombe Av. Mon. Th. Fri. 
1)9 14101h St. E. ol ~h Av. Mon.-Fri. 
ISJ Nagle and Hillside Avs. Mon. Wed. 
171 10)d St. E. ol~h Av. Mon.-Fri. 

:~ 101st St. E. ol erdam Av. Mon.-Wed. 
Manhattan & E. Houston St. Tu. Th. Fri. 

H. S.of 
C,ommerce 6sth St. W. of Broadway Mon. Fri. 7'"9-30 

no:~ 

P.S. 
3
i 173d St. & Fuhon Av. Mon. Tu. Th. Fri. 7.3&-I0 

E. 177 St. & Castle Hill Av., 
Un,onport Mon.-Th. 

37 
~

sth St. & Willis Av. Tu. Th. Fri. 
41 uh. Av. & Oaremont Pkway. Th. Fri. 
4S rllgith St. & Lorillard Pl. Tu. Th. Fri. 
46 rgtilh St. & Bainbri~ Av. Mon. Th. 
SI ll:h St. & Jackson Av. Wed. Fri. 
Sl dly St. nr. Av. St. John Mon.-Fri. 

S4 lntcrvaleAv. & Freanan St. {::::: Wed. Fri. 
8.3&-11 

ss St. Paul's Pl. & Park Av. Mon. Wed. Fri. 7-~•.? 
s8 P.:h St. & Washington Av. Mon.-Fri. 
63 ranklin Av. no. of 1681h St. Mon.-Fri. 
64 Wahon Av. & E. 171st St. Tu. Wed. Fri. 
6s Cyprns Av. & E. 141st St. Mon.-Fri. 
66 l.ongfdlow Av. & Jennings St. { r.ri--Th. 8-10.30 
67 179th St. nr. Mohegan Av. Mon. Tu. Th. Fri. 7-~•.? 
70 E. 173d St. nr. Weeks Av. {

Mon.-Th. 
Fri. 8-10.30 

74 E. 189th St. & Crotona Av. Mon. Wed. 7-.~o-•,? 
7S Whitlock & Bryant Avs. {

Mon.-Th. 
Fri. 8-10.30 

79 Creston Av . .l E. 18151 St. Mon.-Fri. 7.30-10 
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~~-
Cn,u, louli,,,, Ni16h~ 

Tiau/ 
uuiota 

P.S.8o E. Van Cortlandt & Mosholu 
Pkway. Mon. Wed. 7~'.? 82 Macomb's Rd. & W. r-,6ch St. Tu.-Fri. 

83 Rhinelander & Bopn A vs. Mon. Wed. 
86 W. 19s1h St. & Reservoir Av. Tu.-Fri. 

Ev. ~ilds 
167th St. & Sheridan Av. Tu.-Fri. 

H.S. 184th St. & Creston Av. Mon. Fri. 
J. Monroe 

{ 
Mon. Wed. Fri. S-10.30 

H.S. 172d St. & Boynton Av. Tu. Th. 7.~10.1s 

-TN 

P.S. 6 Baltic St. nr. Smith St. Mon. Wed. Fri. 1-r'.? a8 Herkimer St. nr. Ralph Av. " .... 
~ 

Lafayette Av. nr. Oasson Av. Th. Fri. 
Osborn & W II kim Sis. Mon. Wed. Fri. 

67 St. Edwards & Tillary SIS. 
96 Av. P and I llh St. 

100 W. )cl St. & Park Pl. Tu.-Fri. 
104 ~ St. & Sib Av. Mon. Wed. Fri. 
114 emsen Av. nr. Av. F Mon.-Th. 
120 So. Aatlands, Bklr· Mon.-Th. Sun. 6.~ 
1a8 2ut Av. and 8)d . Tu. Th. 7-.~•.? 
146 18th St. bet. 6ch & 71h An. Mon. Wed. Fri. 
•:1 Bushwick Av. & Seigel St. Tu.-Fri. 
I J Benson & r 71 h A vs. Wed. Fri. 
164 14th Av. and 42d St. Tu.-Fri. 
166 So. 8th St. nr. ~ Av. Mon.-Fri. 

:~ Av. p and w. ISi t. Tu.-Fri. 
16ch Av. andl71b St. Mon. Wed. Fri. 

182 Dumont Av. Vt. St. Mon.-Fri. 
18J Riverdale Av. & Douglass St. Tu. Th. Fri. ,s. Newport & Stone A vs. Tu. Wed. Fri. 
r8s Ridge Blvd. & 87th St. Tu. Wed. 

:~ 12th Av. and 64th St. Mon. Wed. 
N~une Av. & W. 3~d St. Mon. Tu. Th. ~•O;?> 

189 E. ew York Av. & . g6ch St. Mon. Tu. Th. Fri. 

18th Av. & 471h St. {
Tu. Th. t~•o 192 Fri. 10.JO 

202 Hegeman St. & Atkins Av. Tu.-Fri. 7-.~o-•,? 
206 Neck Rd. & E. 22d St. Moo,. Wed. Fri. 
220 

~
h St. nr. 91h Av. Mon. Tu. Th. Fri. 

22s eanview Av. & Ripple St., 
Mon. Wed. Fri. Brighton Beach 

N. Utrecht 
H.S. 79th St. nr. 171h Av. Mon. Tu. Th. Fri. 

J. Madi5on Bedford Av. & E. 25th St. { 
Mon. Tu. Th. 

H.S. Wed. Fri. 
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A TYPICAL ScENE IN AN OFFICIAL COMMUNITY CENTER-RICHMOND H1LL HIGH ScHOOL 



Cntln 

P.S. I 

40 

~ 

63 

.,., 
72 

109 
121 

122 

123 

12s 
127 

Jamaia 
H.S. 

P.S. I 
8 

:4 

26 

40 

Port Rich. 
H.S. 

gth St. & V111 AJst Av., L I. 
Cit_y Th. Fri. 7-30-10 

Van Dom, &OlisAvs .. Corona 
Hts. Mon. Wed. Fri. 

Union H.U & Pacific Sts., 
Jamaica Tu. Th. Fri. 

101st Av. & LlvttpOOI St., 
Jamaica Tu. W•.d. 

11oth Av. & 9ist St., Ozone 
Park Tu.-Fri. 

12th & So. Grand Avs., L I. 
City Tu.-Fri. 

Mupe1h Av. nr. Clermont 
Av .. Mupelh Tu. 

Wb Av. & 71st St .. Mupe1h Mon. Wed. Th. Fri. " " 
V~ Av. nr. Pien:e Av., 

L I. City Th. Fri. 
11th Av. nr. Ditman Av., L I. 

City Tu. Th. 
8otb St. & 68th Av., Middle 

Villqe Tu.Th. 
Foresa Av. & MadiMm St., { Tu. Fri. 7.30-11 

Ridp,,ood Hu. Th. 7-JC>-\? 
45th Av. & 167th St .. Flusbinc Mon.-Wed. 
1c,gtb Av. & 1o8tb St., Rich-

mond Hill Mon.-Fri. 
213th St. & 93d Av., Bellaire Tu. Wed. Fri. ~•o.JO 
1271h St. & 1og1b Av., Orone 

Park Mon. Wed. Th. 7.30-10 
Ditmas Av. & HaDdt St., 

Astoria Mon.-Fri. 
1 ll)lb '!,v. & 145lb St., So. 

Jamaica Mon. Th. Fri. 
471bSt. & 47th Av., Woodside Mon.-Fri. ~lo.JO 
2stb Av. & 9'llh St., E. Elm-

hurst Mon. Wed. Fri. 7.30-10 
1611th St. & Gothic: Drive, 

Jamaica Tu. Wed. Th. -Summit Av., Tottenville Th. Fri. 
Llndenwood Av., Great Kills Wed. Fri. 
Broad & Wright Sts., Stapl~ { Wed. 

ton Th. 
Richmond Turnpike & Wild 

Av., Llnoleumville Fri. 
Henderson & Lafayette Avs., 

New Briahton Mon. Wed. 
Innis St. & St. Jo,q,h Av., 

Port Richmond Tu. Th. 
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P.S. 3 

' 6 

9 
10 
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DIRECTORY OF ONOFFICIAL COMMUNITY CENTERS, MARCH, 19l() 
SHOWING N1GHn OPIN, 0aGANIZATI0NS U11NG C1NTEH, AND Tvns °" ACT1Y1TY 

Loudioa 
Hudton 4 Grove SIL 
122 Edpcombe Av. 

39 E. 85th St. 

W•t End Av. 4 82cl St. 
St. Nichol11 Av. 4 117th St. 
225 E. 27th St. 
216 Mott St. 

211 E. 4111 St. 

Puk Av. 4117th St. 

320 E. 20th St, 

fCl9 w. 1:,gl~ St. 

Hubert 4 Col1ter SIL 

917 St. Nidlalu Av. 

MANBA'ITAN 

Ni1lils~ 
Fri. 
Wed. 

{
Moe.Fri. 
Tu. 
Fri. 
Th. Fri. 
Fri. 
Th. 

{

Moe. 
id Tu. 
Sat. 
Fri. 
Fri. 

{
Th. 
Fri. 

Wed. 
{

Mon. 

t:rh.Fri. 

Tu. 

{

Mon.Wed. 
Tu. 

Th. 
Fri. 

Or1ni1•in 
Girl Scouts 
Boy " 

301th Infantry Cadets 
Boy Scouts 

Mulberry Com'ty House 

Adn1 

Troop PfOIT•m 

Military driD 
Troop~• 

Atlololica 
G-p-­
M~-

Blue Binh (Camp Fin Girls) 
w.....,•, U .... tenn All'• 
Cu11odian-£naineen All'n 
Elec'I ReNarcli Prod. 8uul ball 
Boy Scouts Troop~ 
Gu. Co. A1bletic Au'• 8uul ball 
Boy Scout• Troop_. 
ManhattanvUlo Com'ty Couacil Civic -lap 
Boy Scouts 1'roop .....,.. 
Psrents' All'• 4 Alumni IA11t1q1 
Girl Scouts Troop~• 
Thatrial St•• Employ111 Local M11tl11p 
Boy Scouts Troop ~111 
Wub. HtL Welfare Lap 4 T-■t 

Atl'n MOltlap 
Girl Scouts Troop~• 
Jr. Naval a..... Drill 



MANIIA1T~ooH•""' 

c.,,,,, L«idio,o Ni1tu~ Or,-ic""""' A"'"'1 
P.S. ,.S 124 W. 281h S1. { 

Moa.-Th. & 
Sat. :id Uaily Center Welfan etp. 

12 Ac..adcmy St. nr. B'way {
Tu. Pa,..11' Au'• Moctlap 
Fri. Girt Scouts Troop-•• 

53 3d Av. & 79th St. Moa. Boy .. 
{

Th. Girt .. 
54 905 Amslerdam Av. Fri. Boy .. 
59 2.S E. 57th St. Mon. Th. Oratorio Soc. of N. Y. Cl,ong siati"I 
6o Av. A & E. 12th St. Fri. Sat. Boys· Qub of N. Y. Track-tlco 
61 Av. B & E. 12th St. Wed. Girt Scouts Troop ,..,.,.., 

64 6o5 E. 9th St. Th. Boy .. 
69 125 W. 54th St. Fri. Ladla' Taiion & Cuatom D,_llen 

!a Ualoa Sllop -11 .. 
70 ., 5 E. 75th St. Wed . Scauben Soc. of America Geraaa...-.c1a .. 

74 uo E. 63d St. Fri. Boy Scouts Troop-■ 
81 7th Av. & 119th St. 
82 111 Av. & ,oth St. Tu. 

{ 

Mon. Tu. Th. 

87 361 Amaterdam Av. & Fri. Boy Scouts 
Wed. Girl " 

" Rlvmlde Ath. 1..a..,. halietball 

{

Sun. Imperial Elk Band lirw bud coacm1 
8g Lenox Av. & 134th St. Mon.-Fri. l:.:. ~r11<t.:.':., ('J·-··ballds,-ieties 

Tu. C-'ty ceatw -•m 
90 225 W. 147th St. Wed. Boy Scouts Troop-• 
93 203 W. 93d St. Fri. Ullivanlty Forum of America St..._t couadl 

95 10 Oar"- St. Moa.-Wod. School lo, Printon' Appn,atica lluutball 
g6 YO<k Av. & 8111 St. Wed. p.,..,.T_.., Aoa'a Maeti• 



IIANIIA'ITAN-C-

c.- Loulin Ni1"'1.- O,,-if...,. Adi,;q 
P.S. 116 ad Av. & 33d St, Mon.-Fri. Cnek-Alller. ~ve ASl'n Gil. 1a...,, hlot., math. 

{

Mon. Girl Scout1 l:::.~.:.. Wadswonh Av. & 18ad St. Mon.-Fri. Greek-Amer. Ed. Soc. 13a Tu. North- Dental Soc. Meotlnp 
Fri. Boy Scouts Troop-am 

136 Edsecombe Av. & l}!lh St. { 
Sun. Moaardl Band Reliunall 
Fri. Golden l.apeofN.Y.C. Mlulon Soc. Atllletics 

139 71h Av. & 1401h St. Sun. Harlelll Moc hen' Club Band.-cert 

{

Tu. Tilkmt Boya' Club Atllletics & lectum 
" Fri. Dramatic Soc.. Chun:h ol Our Lady 

IS> Nagle Av. & Elwood St. Queen ol Manyn Reheanala 
Wed. Sat. Ft. Wuh. Senaton Social dub, buket ball 
Th. Fri. Boy Scout• Troop_,.m 

- ii:: 157 St. Nich. Av. & oa71h St. Wed. .. .. .. 

{ 

Sun.-Sat. & ....... 
Mon. Parcn11' Au'n Meetiap 

16s aas w. ,o81h St. Tu. Academy Tena■ts All'■ .. 
Fri. Cathedral C-'ty Cou■cil ~~i.::••P. Sat. Our America Dancin1 Club 

166 13a W. 8gth St. Tu. Th. Fri. BoyScou11 Troop_.. 
169 Audubon Av. & 168th St. Mon. Fri. 
171 19 E. 103d St. Fri. 
173 Ft. Wash. Av. & 173d St. Tu. Th. Fri. 
177 46 Monroe St. Wed. Hamilton House Gamn 

{

Sun. Sun. Mom. Tmnil Club Teuio 
179 ISS W. 10111 St. Th. ~ Chriltl Cardinals Bullet ball 

Fri. EdilonCo. 
Tb. Fri. Boy Scout• Troop-ID 

{W,o:J, Fri. 
.. .. 

186 Amsterdam Av. & 145th St. Girl 



IIANIIA1TAN-<a#-

Cnur LouliOII Ni1W,.,.. Or,-ir-a A--,, 

{

Tu. Fri. 
~:;'.!:1ccub =:.i:r-Th. 

P.S.18g Amsterdam Av. & 188th St. Ir. I.apt AlmffliAn llmev. Union . .. 
lrl Scout1 I=tr:-Sat. Wull. llo)'I' Cub 

Geo. Wash'n 
H.S. Audubon Av. & 19111 St. Tu. Boy Scout• Swim•~~ • Mon. Tu. Fri. N. Y.l"..oU.of Plwaa<y II~ .. 

Mecllulca l•dtute Al-. Aal'n .. Th. Poot,le'• Oiorul of N. Y. C. =cia-.. Fri . Pub. Nat. lluk A Tr. Co. 
1

baii 
Tu. Ind. Nat. Bank of N. Y. .. .. 

H. S. olCom-

l 
:: Th • N. Y. Truot Co. 

Amer. Uaiaa Baok merce 1 ,s W. 65th St. .. Foa FU■ Atk. Cub 
~ 0-llukCub 

Wed. AtlHtlt Ath. Aal'o .. Mlllerlt-. loc . 
Th. 

~::•i.T;rf' .. -r.:'ltn Tum Sat. 
Tu. Fri. En,lilll Folk Dooce Soc. Folk danclaa 

Scllola Cantoru• Choral nheanals 
Manhattan j Wed. Urben Club Mlllltcia-

Clover Cub ll.1sbt ball Trade H.S. u9 E. »d St. Fri. Sat. Worbn' Ed. IMtltute Polit. ICOII., jurilpr. .. Diublod Alaer. VotffllM of W. W . M•-!,tlnp 
Sat. Fellawllll~Natun 

Wadlei&h H. S. 7th Av. & 114th St. 

{

Th. s..-.t Scopll. Decatur, 1.5.A. l:::r-•-Fri. U. S. Jr. Naval Gunll 
N. Y. Tr1. Mon.-Fri. Wann-Nm Atk. Cub Atllletitl 

School Convent Av. & 1,sth St. Tu. Th. C. C. N. Y. Eve. Seooloa, Hy1- Dept. Rec.dau 
N. Y. Model 

School "" .. Fri. Boy Scouts Troop.....,.m 



IIAHIL\1TAN-Cooll-

c.- Louli"" Ni1W10,.. Or,nltalioto AcJioi/1 

3d~.n. ~To~•:.~~~ ci'uob 6 ~a':~!~\.11 
Mon. Chue Bank Oub .. G. A. Selrr.n Ath. Aa,'n 
Wtd. ~oh.- Faulkner Ath. Aa,'n 

S1uftS,"t ut Av. & ljlh St. l i:~·- U=~.'l.~~b 
EmpiR Trust Co. 
Goody 8.8. Tnrm 

Fri. N. Y. Tima 8.8. Team, 
Sat. 

~'."'~~
1t.:.ai~.~'. ~; ':.:~~r'~~ 

Sports Oub " & ath. 
2d Sun. lnt<rcollqiate Dom. Soc. Dobatu, etc. .. N. Y. School of Music Rehearul1 & concerts 
Mon. Western Un. Tel. Co. 8.8. Toam Bask<I ball 

g I .. N. Y. EdboaCo. .. " & ath. 
Tu. Ind. Nat. Bank of N. Y. 

U. S. Power Squadrons, Inc. Leet. & instr. classes 
Charil~~ Soc. 8.8. Tum Basket ball 

.. Fri. Girls' ia Music Oub Rohnnal• 
Wtd. Trf-..~h- of Mutual Lil• In,. Co. B.8. 

Basket ball 

Wash. lrvins l T~•. 
Swedish Gym. Soc. .•.thletia 
Unittd El«. Lt. & Pwr. Co. 8111ko1 ball 

H. S. 40 lrvins Pl. " Fri. Fala>n1 Polish Alb. Aal'n Eo'. & ploys. ourcis< 
Fri. Polish-Am<r. Ath. Oub Balllet ball 
1 Fri. a mo. Poof::'• Symploony Concm1 Conc<rt, 
Sat. Inst tute of Am1111utic1 Sports Oub Baskot ball "' ath. .. I .. I rvin1 Trust Co. 

v °""' Cirde Leasu• G~~-d~u 

~
1:.U;J. ~ncil Oasaa for childmt 

W. I. E. H. S. Gon'I Ors- Dance 
I Sat, I fflO. Elevator ~•ors Aaa'n, Bd. of Ed. Social 
Sal. Sun, y °""' Ci Leasuo Albl<tlca 



TWS~ 

Cniln LAuliorl Ni11,u.,,_ o.,.., .... A'""'7 
P.S. • 3d Av. & 16g1h S1. Tb. Boy Scout■ Troop,...... 

3 Courtlandt Av. & 157th St. Wed. 

6 Tremont & VyM Ava. {Mon. Bel,-,nt Cadet■ Drill 

7 Kinpbridp Av. & 23ad St. ad Mon. Spuyt,a DuyvU Prop. Own. All'• Ors, pub. & dvlc Improve, 
IMntl 

8 MOlholu Pkwy. & Bainbridp 
Av. Fri. N. Y. Naval Cadets Drill 

9 ,.S1 E. 1)8th St. Boy Scout■ Troop-• 
10 Eaat, Av. & 163d St, Sat. 

{

Tu. Falcon Ath. Oub Bullet ball 
Fri. .._. .. .. .. .. 

e 14 Crooby Av. & Balll,y St, )d Tu. n,_ Ntek Prop. Own. & Welfare 
A11'1 Civic •tp. 

11tWNI. No. East 8n,a1 Civic Lupe " " 

{

Mon. Wed. Falcon Ath. Oub Basket ball 
16 Carpenttr Av. & ~b St. Tu. Tb. Walldeld Dem. Oub .. .. 

111 Fri. .. Pam111' All'n M .. tinp 

{

Tu, Tb. Woodlawn Annea ECHS 8.8. Tom Basket baU 
19 Katonah Av. ad Tu. .. H11. Taapayen & Com'ty 

Au'n ('Jvlcmtp. 

21 White Plains Av. & 221th St. {
Wed, 
Fri. 

Boy Scouts 
N. Y. Naval Cadtll 

11roop propam 
Drill 

28 Tremont & Anthony Ava. Fri. Boy Scoull Troop pn,pam 

)2 Buumont Av. & 183d St. {
Th. Fri. 
Fri. Girt 

31 Morris Av. & 163d St. 

36 1030 Castle Inn Av. { .. 
Jr. Naval RIMrYt Drill 



TIU •aONX-CIMIH•M' 

Cndn L«4'io,s Ni1611 o;,. 0r,.,,itoti0Jt Aaml1 

P.S. l9 Kelly & Beek SIS. {
Th. Girl Scouts T~pp~am 
Fri. Boy " 

◄O Prospeet Av. & Ritter Pl. { 
Fri . Girl .. Boy " 

◄> Wash. Av. & Claremont Pkwy. { ~j-Mon. Partnl1' A11'n Mttlinp 
◄◄ Prospeet Av. & 176th St. Fri. Sat. Boy Scouts Troop program 
◄ I Hoffman & 18gth Sts, Wed. Emanon Oub Basket ball 

{

Mon.Th. Fordham-Bedford Pk. Corn'ty Coun. 
◄6 Bainbridge Av. & 1g6th St. Tu. Girl Scouts T~p pror,-am 

Fri. Boy " 

◄7 St. Lawrence & Beach Av1. {
Wed. Fri. Our Lady ol Solace 8.8.Tums Baaket ball 

"' 
Fri. N. Y. Boys' Naval Brigade Drill 

N 5)An'x Sheridan Av. & Marcy P1. Th. Fri. Boy Scouts Troop procram 
I◄ ln1ervale Av. & Frttman St. Cathedral Oub Basket ball 
IS St. Paul's Pl. & Wash. Av. Fri. Basket Ball Club ol P. S. > 
56 >07th St. nr. Hull Av. Jd Th. Bedford Pk. Tupayen' A"'n Meetlnp 

{

Mon.Fri. Boy Scouts Troop procram 
l7 Crotona Av. & 18oth St. Tu. Crotona Com'ty Oub Athl<tks 

Wed. Y ouna Circle Lupe Basket ball 
l9 Bathgate Av. & 11bd St. Th. Christ Evanc'I I.Aape 
6o Stebbins Av. & 163d St. Fri. Boy Scouts Troop program 
61 Crotona Pk. E. & Charlotte St . .. Jr. Naval Reserve Drill 
6J Franklin & E. 168th St. Sat. Boy Scouu Troop procr,m 

67 Mohegan Av. & E. 179th St. {
Wed. 

rn':"~'.rcvleou':;f.:Oe1 ol Tremont 
Basket ball 

Sat. 

68 Montkello & Strona Ava. { ~~- Boy Scouu 
Panata Aa'n ol P. S. 68 L'::1'.:""'m 



e 

' 

Cnur 

P.S. 70 

71 

71 
73 

74 

77 
.,s 
79 

8o 

81 

8l 

83 

86 

119 

91 

TD aaONS-COIIH••· 
Loudior, 

Weeks Av. & 173d SI. 

Roberts & Hobart Avs. 

Edison & Dew•> A vs. 
And•rson & Jerome Avs. 

Prosp<cl Av. & E. 1891h St. 

Ward Av. & E. 171d SI. 
Fish Av. & Hick St. 
Morris Av. & E. 18111 St. 

Mooholu Pkwy. & Van 
Cortlandt Av. 

Riv<rdale Av. & •nth St. 

Ni1'11,o~ 

{
:od Mon. 
llt Fri. 

{

Tu. 
:od Wed. 
Fri. 
Sat. 
3d Fri. 
Tu. 

{
Wed. Sat. 
Th. 
Fri. 

Wed. 

{

Th. 
Fri. 
ld Fri. 

{ 

2d Mon. 
2d Th. 
Fri. 

Macomb's Rd. & W. 176th St. { ~ri"."· 

Rhin<iander & Radcliff Avs. { Mon. Th. 
Wed. 

Reservoir Av. & W. 195th St. Fri. 

Mace Av. & Paulding St. 

Aqueduct Av. 

hu. 

{

Tu. Wed. 
Fri. 

Or,ni/llhOfl 
Parents Au'n or P. S. 70 
Alumni " " " •• 

~il!':r.N;:;::en• Ass'n 

~-a~~1
8F1r'!'to'.!.':.; ~rbps 

Morris E11are Taxpayen' Au'n 
Wyanok• B. 8. Club 

~'ir.a~c'i:b Soc. Jr. & Sr. Divs. 

Doy Scouts 
N. Y. Boys' Naval Bri1ad• 
Jr. Naval Bripde 
Bach•lor Boys or Fordham 
Boy Scoull 
Alumni Au'n or P. S. 56 & 8o 
Riverdale P1renl'1' Au'n 

" Taxpayen' Ass'n 
Boy Scouts 
Girl 
Boy .. 

Our Lady or Solace 8.8. Tums 
Cavali<n Ath. & Soc'i Club 
Girl Scouts 
Boy .. 
Pelham Pkwy. Civic Will• 
Intra-Mural Ath. Br. or N. Y. U. 
Boy Scouts 
Girl " 

Adffll7 
M~tlnp 

Athletics 

:.:.~tu 
R,huraals 
Meetinp 
Buk•t ball 

Troop_,.m 
Drill 

Buktt ball 

L'::11.:"'"m 
T,oop procram 

!lask<t ball 

T100p_,.m 

Meetinp 
Athletics 
T~""'f.'am 



TB& a&ONX-co.11 • .,. 

C,Nk, f..«otioN Ni1bl1 o;n Or1ni1.iioto Aclitil1 
P. S. 94 Kinp Coll•g• Pl. Th. Dancin1 & Elocution Club D1ncina. elocution 

DeWitt Clinl.on 
H. S. Mosholu Pkwy. & Sedpi<k Av. 2d & 4th Tn. P1ttnt1' Au'n Mtttinp 

Evander Childs 
H. S. Creston Av. & 111.jth St, Frl Girl Scouts Troopproanm 

J.,, Monroe 
H. S. Boynton Av. & E. 172d St, Sat, Geo. J. Krapp & Friends B.B. Club Basket ball 

Morris H. S. Boston Rd. & 1661h So, Boy Scou11 Troop-am 
Th••· Roo,.. 

vel1 H. S. Wash. Av. & Fordham Rd. Jd Tu. United Parents' Au'n1 M .. tinp 

■aoGllLYN 

i: P. S. • 471h So. nr. 3d Av. Mon. Fri . Pecple'1 Institute Cookin1, lnrin1 cl.uan 
ll 3d Av. & State St. Fri. Urban Club Mulic 
17 Drigl Av. & N. 11b St. Mon. Fri. People's Institute Basket ball, com'1y p,o-.,.., 
•9 H,nry So, Tu. Wed. Fri. Boy Scoull Scout -•m 
30 Conover & Wolcott Sis. Th. 
32 317 Hoyt St. Frl 

3l Decatur St. & Lewis Av. {
Tb. 
Fri. 

Alu11111i Club cl P. S. 31 
~ Scoull 

Mtttlnp 
Scout -am 

{ 

Mon.-Frl. Greell Com'ty Club T-fllnaGII. Lsnpap 
◄ I Nnr Yon Av. & Dun St. Pa-11· ....... Met;!inp 

Jd & 41b Tu. Comauaily Couacll 
42 St. Mark's & Clanoa Ava. Ill Wed. Anet. Onlet Hibeniasn 
◄ I 371 Laf1y,11e Av. WIil Do Kalb Con,'ty Council Mulic, droJB., lect. 
◄7 ◄8o Pacific St. Fri. ~Scotall Scout-
◄8 181h Av. & 6otb St. 



BRANCH Pueuc L11t1URY, PEOPLE'S INSTITUTE Co,otUNITY 
CENTER, P. s. 17,. BROOKLYN 



8ROOU. YN-Cootl•ou4 

Ctnltr L«alitnt Ni1bl1 op,. o,,.,.;,aucna Actitrity 
r. s. so Driw Av. & S. Jd St. Mon. Epiphany Ath. Au'n llask<t ball 

Sl 176 Troutman St. Th. Boy Scou11 Scout Pl'OIT•m 
S4 Sanford St. & Willoughby Av. Fri. 
56 Bushwick Av. & Madi,on St. 
70 Patchen Av. & Macon St. Tu. Th. Fri. Stuyvesant C.Om'ly Center Rasktt hall, gym .. dram. 
7• 65, Ntw Lots Rd. Mon. Boy Scouts Scout PfOl'•m 

7l Mac Dougal St. & R'ck'way Av. { J~i: Th. ~'.T1':'A11
u~~l~nter 

Mte.~inp 

{

Tu. People's Institute Dramatic dub 
Bo Bo W. 17th St. Wed. Girl Scouts T~p~m 

Fri. Boy Scouts 
83 1630 Dtan St. Fri. " Athlttlcs 

ii: 85 6)S Evergreen Av. 

{

Tu. Th. ~~te;: ~:~ub 8g Newkirk Av. & E. pd St. Tu. M .. tinp 
Fri. Girl Scouts Troop PfOl'lm 

Cam~ Fire Girls Group " 
91 East N. Y. & Albany Avs. Tu. Th. Fri. Peo e's lnslitute Athletics 

9• R01en & Parksidt A vs. 4th Sat. Comm. John Barry Club 

9l N. Y. Av. & Herkimer St, •d Th. Parents' Ass'n M .. tlnp 

94 so10 Sixth Av. ru.-Th. 
{

;Mon, Fri. Boy Scouts 
People's ln11ilu1e X:::"J!.~y~• metal work 

club, paren11' au'n 

97 Stillwell Av. & Av. S Mon. Boy Scouts Troop PfOl'lm 
100 W. 3d St. nr. Robtr1< Pl. Th. 
IOJ 7111 St. & >d Av. Mon.-Frl. Sr. Constantin< Gk. Orth. Church Gr .. k langualC 
10) 14th Av. & 53d St. Wed. Boy Scouts Troop procram 
104 1 so Gelston Av. Mon. uague of Wonwn Voten M .. tinp 



8aOO .. LYN-Cooll•"" 

CeNltr l.oulicna Ni1bl1 •f>t• Or1a•iilllin Adml1 

{

Tu. Ruk<I Ball Club 811ktt ball 
P. S. 101 10th Av. & 591h S1. Mon.-Fri. People's Institute Athlt1ks 

Fri. °!!YSc~ts T~~•m 
1o8 200 Linwood S1. Wtd. Th. 
Ill Sterling Pl. & Vanderbih Av. 2d Th. Prospoct Hill Pamits' A11'n Meetinp 
112 15th Av. & 7,s1 St. 2d Th. Modtm Woodmm of A-ric• 
II) Evergrttn Av. & Moffat St. llt Fri. Moffat St. Ntipborhood Au'n 
II! E. gid St. & Av. M Wtd. Hoey & En,...., Co. 8.8. Ttam 811k•t ball 
118 4th Av. & J9th S1. Mon.-Fri. G:anochorian Grttk lang. & hist., Bible 

lludy 
119 Av. K & E. 38th St. Fri. Boy Scouts Troop program 
121 201h Av. nr. 13d St. ut & )d Wtd. Wt1t Midwood Com'ty Lea1u• M .. tlnp 

8: 126 73 MtSm>lt Av. {
Tu. Y.W.C.A. Athlttks 
Wtd. lloy Scouts Troop prognm 

{

Tu. Girl " 
,28 8JO! 2111 Av. Wtd. Fri. Roy " 

Fri. Mo1hm' Club of P. S. 128 Mee1inp 

1)0 Octan Av. & E. 5th St. {
Tu. Girl Scouts T~p P'°f~•m 
Wtd. Fri. Boy .. 

l}l Church Av. & E. ◄5th St. {
Wtd. St. Ca1herine'1 Jr. Holy Name Soc. Rasktt ball 
Fri. Boy Scoutl Troop Pl'Oltam 

• 136 4th Av. & 40th St . {
Tu. Th. 
Fri. 

Norw. Hosp. Tri. School for NurltS 
Boy Scouts 

Coolmy 
froop pmaram 

137 Saratoga Av. & Chauncty St. Tu. Th. Fri. Stuyvesant Com'ty Cenlu Com'ty activities 
142 Henry & Raptly• Sts. " Wtd. Fri. Boy Scoutl Troop pqram 
14! 100 Knoll St. Th. Alpha School Org. M .. llnp 

{ 

Wtd. Fri. Uniltd Polish Soc. Reading & writing Polish 
146 18th St. & 6th Av. Th. Danish Ath. Oub A1hlt1ia 

Sal. Jr. Boro. Ltaau• 



------------------------------------------------------- -~ -

8aoC>O.YN-Co•l•-' 

C,ttU, L«,dioN Ni1hls o,..,. Or1••it.Jior, Atlm'1 

P.S. 1,.S 185 Ell,ry St, { 
Tu. ~;i'~~el of W'm1bur1 B11ut ball 
Fri. TroopPf'Olrllm 

{ l~ Mon. 

.. .. 
15, Av. G & O.lam<r• Pl. So. Midwood Raidmu' Au'n Civic meetlnp 

15) Av. T & E. t>th St, { 
Fri . Girl Scouts T~pprov,am .. Boy .. 

154 11th Av. & Windsor 1'1. 

159 Pitkin Av. & H•mlock St. { 
W<d, 
:ad&4th Tu. East End Com'ty L,ap Civic meetinp 

16o l 105 Ft. Hamilton Pkwy. Th. Fri. People's lnsthute Athl<tia 

{

Tu.Th. 
161 )JO Crown St. Fri. Boy Scouts Troop program 

~ 
Jr Naval Reserve Drill 

•6◄ 14th Av. & 4>d St. { 
Mon. Boy Scouts Troop program 
>d & 4th W<d. Unit<d 111 .. l-Zion Hospital Health l«tum 

166 143 S. 8th St. Fri. Haydn Musical Soc. Orch.ttbearsal1 

,&, 102s Eastern Pkwy. { 
Mon. Park Ath. Oub Athletics 
Th. Fri. Boy Scout, Trooppmcram 

{ 

Mon.-Fri. People's Institute Com'ty program-English, 

169 7th Av. & od St. cltiunship, cooking. IIU• 
dio craft 

Fri. Girt Scouts Troop Pf'Olrllffl 

170 7109 6th Av. {
Mon.Th. 
W<d. " 

People's Institute 
Boy Scouts ~=?prov,am 

171 Rdgwd. & Lincoln Avs. { 
Fri. 
Mon. Tu. People's lnstilute Com'ty 

{ 

" Fri. -library, ,.,. 4th Av. nr. :19th St. boys' club 
W<d, Boy Scouts Troop Pf'Olrllffl 



aaoon YN-Coa1t11N11 

Cnutr Location Ni16ls op,,, Or1a•itolio,, AdiflJ1 

{

Th. Fri. Boy Scouts 
I~,P.:ff'•m P. S. 173 Penn, Av. nr. Liberty Av. " .. S1. M1lachy'1 Youn1 Poop. /\. /\. 

Fri. Girl Scouts Troop procram 

179 Av. C& E. >d 51. { Mon.-Fri. 
Roy " 
People's lnslitule Alhlellcs 

{

ld W<-d. Parents' Ass'n or P. S. 18o :.~i:!~1:.u i8o 161h /\v. & 571h S1. Wed. lloro. Park Aces 
Fri. Dux Alh. Club /\1hletlca 

181 N. Y. & Snyder /\vs. {
Tu. Th. Fri. People's lnstilute Com'typrocram 
Fri. Boy Scouts Troop " 

18s 861h S1. & Rids• Blvd, {
Wed.Fri. 

" r,. Hamillon Com'ty Coun. Mtttinp 

i 186 191h /\v. & 761h St. {
Th. Fri. 
Fri. 

lloy Scouts 
Btntonhunt Naval Cadeu 

Troop procram 
Drills 

187 lllh Av. & 611h SI. { 
fh. 
Fri. 

Brooklyn Cade1 Corps 
Boy Scouts Troop procram 

18g E. N. Y. Av. & E. g61h S1. Wed. Fri. " .. .. 
{ 

,d Mon. Parents' Ass'n Meetinp 
19) Klnss Highway Tu. Wed. People's Institute Com'ly pracram 

Fri. Boy Scoull Troop Pl'OIT•m 
194 Whitney Av. & Brigh:am St. 2d & 4th Mon. Gerrittsen Pk. Proltctive Au'n 14eelinp 

{

Tu. Ev. Lu1h. S1. Mark's Yng. Poop. Soc. Athletics 
196 207 Bushwick Av. Th. Eau End lloy1' Club .. 

lloy Scoull Troop Pl'OIT•m 

197 Klnp Highway { 
Mon. Tu. Th. 
& Fri. People's lnschute Com'ty program 

,ge Glenwood R<l. & E. 381h S1. Ill Fri. Flatlands Civic Ass'n Ch1ic meetings 

JOI lllh Av. & Stst SI. { 
Mon.-Th. 
Fri. 

People's lnJtitute 
Boy Scou11 ¥.':,:',? prof.ram 



uoou~••• 
Cnrln t..«.liott Ni1M10~ Or,.•itMio,a Acliril7 

P, S. >OJ Av. M & E. 1111 St. { 
1 Mon.a mo. 
4th Wed. 

Endoc.anllum Com'ty Ass'n 
Flatbulh Sq, Civic Au'n 

Mre.~inp 

•01 >olh Av. & 67th St. { F.~· Boy Scoull 
Girl " 

T~PP'°¥,am 

{

Tu. Th. People', Institute Com'ty " , monthly 
207 Fillmore Av, danc,, child-study a,oup 

Fri. Marine Park Civic Au'n Mee1inp 
•o8 Av. D & E. ◄8th St. )d Tu. P1ren1-Trache.r Au'n 
210 Rochester Av. & P,rk Pl. Tu. Girl Scou11 Troop procnm 
21◄ Pitkin & Orn, Av,. Wed.-Fri. People'• lnllltute Com'ty .. 
216 Av. X & E. 111 St. Mon. lmqllOis A. & S. Club Buket ball 

{

KMon. Mansfteld Com'ty Lcaau• 
~a":~!~t11 >17 Newkirk Av. & Westminster Welllnaton Ath, Club 

$ Rd. Fri, Newkirk Ath. Club ... Boy Scoull Troop-am 
"9 E. 9Jd St. & Clarkson Av. Wed. P. S. 219 Brld• Club Bridp 

"I Ocunview Av. { 
Mon. C. Lud~ Baumann Empl. An'n Athletics 
tst & Jd Wed, Child St yGioupof Brichton Beach Cltild 1tudy 

Alu. Hamilton 
H. S. 110 Albany Av. Mon.-Fri. People's ln1tltut1 Athletics 

Baft~ldp 4th Av. A 671h St. 3d Fri, Sat, 
Bushwlck 

{ 
Mon. Girl Scouts 

i::.::t Pi:=ff""' H, S, 400 Irving Av, Sat. Holy Trinity 8. 8. Club 
• Mon. Bap1i11 Church of Redeemer S. S. .. -Fri . People'• ln11ltut1 Athletics 
Tu.-Fri. Flatbulh Br. Y. M. C. A. .. 

Eru. Hall H. S. 911 Flatbush Av. l :: ~;,!·PI~iu<";:'·~~blfotl, Clubs 
811ket ball 

Th. <;'v'. i~~c!'t~tbulh Acc11,) 
~•~~fm11, 

Fri. Buket ball 



aaoon YN-c-,, • .., 

'""'' Loe.ii,,. Nl1hls oP,• °''"'"'"';"" Attirily 

Fdk.LoneH.S. 631 Evergreen Av. Fri. Lane Symphonic Ens,mble Concerts 

Girls'Com'I 

{ 

Mon. Girls' B. 8. Team, Namm's Store Baskei boll 

H.S. 883 Classon Av. Tu. Boy Scouu T~p pro,,r•m 
Girl .. 

" Wed. People's lnsti1u1e Athletics 

{ 

Mon. Ocean Alh. Club Baskei ball, swmg. 
Jas. Madison Tu. Inner Circle Men's Club or Flailbush Athletics 

H.S. 3787 Bedford Av. Wed. Youn1 People's Org'n .. , b.b., swmg . 
Th. Swa110 A1h. Club Baskei ball 
Fri. Pil1rim A1h. Club .. .. 

Man'I Tri, 
{ 

Mon.-Fri. People's Institute Athle1ic1 
H. S. 237 71h Av. Fri. Boy Scouu Troop program 

New Ulrechl 
{

Tu. Men's B. B. Team, Namm's Store Baskei ball 

cl H. S. 16o1 8o1h S1. Th. U1rech1 Alh, Club Athletics 

OUUN■ 

P. S. 3 Colonial Av., Foml Hills 3d Tu. For. Hills Molhtn' Club Mttlings 

• Prospecl SI. Fri . Boy Scou11 Troop pro1ram 
II Woodside Av., Woodside Jr. Naval RtS<rve Drill 
13 lrvin1 Pl., Elmhunl )d Th. Mo1hen' Club Mtelinp 

I ◄ Fairview Av., Corona Hts. {
Wed.Th. Boy Scoull '.f'!!°p P'"f,'am 
Th. Girl .. 

{ 

Fri. Boy " 

16 Sycamore Av., 1 II & )d Mon. Con>M Com' I Council c~yicm!P· 
ad Tu. Roooevtll Av.~- Own. A11'n 
ad Wed. E. Corona " " " 

19 Roosevelt Av., {
Th. N. Y. Jr. Naval Mililla Drill & band praclice 
Fri. Boy Scoull Troop program 



ou~..,,-
c""" loulioo Ni1bl10J>,• Ort••jt.tiON ActWily 

P.S. •o Sanford Av. & Union St., 
{ 

Fri. ~~; ... ,club J :':.'~ t°:k:tball Flushing JI mo, 

•• Sanford Av. & Murray Sr., 
flu1hin1 

Fri. Boy Scouts Troop program 

•7 nt Av. & 13th St. Mon. Wtd. Fri. Sr. A1n<1 B. B. Te•m Bask<! ball 
31 Bell Av., Bayside Tu. Morhen' Club of B•yside Meetings 

31th Av. {
Th. Girl Scoull T~p prof,r•m 32 Fri. Boy " 
Mon. Men's Club, nt Un. Pttsb'n Ch. Gym. work 
•d Mon. Cmdmore Civic Au'n c,vlcmtp. 
Tu. Quttns Ur.•n-aB. B. Club Basket ball 

3} 9>d Av. & Jud St. 

1
1st Tu. }d Fri. " VI a.. m'ry Ltaaue Civicmlp. 
Wed. " Flashes llaskel ball 

::! Th. " Baprist Church Team 
Fri. Boy Scoull Troop program 

34 Sprinafield Rd., Quttns •d Tu. Quffftlawn Pk. Civic Ass'n Exrc. mtp. 

3S Platin• & Prospecl Av. { 
•d Mon. & 

4th Tu. Hollis Chik Au'n Civic mtgs. 

36 Ever<II & Central Av. { 
•d Tu. 
3d " 

St. Albans lmpvt. Ass'n 
Parent."J"ucher An'n Mretings 

37 Sprinafield Gardens Th. Grey Football Club Raske! ball 
39 State SI., Far Rockaway Fri. Boy Scou11 Troop program 

41 Crocheron Av. { .. .. Girl 
43 Wash. Av., Rockaway Pk. Mon.-Fri America-Helle.nit Com'1y or Rockaw:iys Greek Jani,, hist., Bible 

Boulevard, Bch. {
Tu. N. Y. Jr. Naval Mili1i.t Drill 

44 Th. Boy Scoull Troop program 
41 3-Mlle Mill Rd. Fri. 
10 Jerome Av. Mon. Fri. 



C)US&NS-CoaliJt...., 

Ctllln Loulio,a Ni11J1, •/>t• 0..111•it"'io• Acli'cily 

P. S. ,, Johnson Av. Fri. Boy Scouts Troop program 

14 Hillside Av. 3d Tu. Mothm' Club Meetings 

16 86th Av. & 1141h St. Mon. Union Choral Club Singins 

S7 124th St., Morris Pk. Wed. Fri. Boy ScouU Troop pro«ram 

6• Chnt<r Pit., Woodhaven 2d Mon. Cl.,mcevill• Bd. of Tr. & Civ. Ass'n Civic mtgs. 

{
M0<1. Sioux I ndlans Basket boll 

63 Suiter Av. 111 Tu. P1ttnt•Tuchtr Au'n M .. tlnp 
Wed. Llb<rty Hu. Civic Ass'n Civic mtgs. 

64 B'way & Sprue. St., Wood- Mon. Our Nrighbon Com'ty Council 
haven 

6g Jackson Hu. { i~. Mon. Parent•Ttachtr Ass'n Mtttlnp 
Jr. Naval Militia Drill 

~ 70 o>th Av., L I. C. Fri. Boy ScouU Troop program 

71 Fomt Av., E. Wmsb1. {
Th. 
Fri. Red Win1 Ath. Club Athlttics 

n S.n<ea Av. & C.ntr< St., Boy ScouU Troop program 
Ridg<wood 

79 7th Av. & 14th St., Whitnton< {~Th. Whitnton< Motb<n' Club Meetings 

81 Cyf.:'
11

~ & Ralph St., Tu. N. Y. Jr. Naval Militia ,Orill 

e. Kaplan Av. { 
3d Wed. Pamtt•Ttachn Au'n M'!,tings 
Ill Th. Jamaica-Richmond Hill Civic t..•su• 

a. Albert St. nr. Ditman Av., { Jd F.~· Strinway Com'ty Council Civicmtp. 
LI. C. Boy Scouu Troop program 

e, 0.b<voise Av. nr. Woolsey, 
{ 

Mon-Fri. H•ll•nlc Orth. Com'ty or Alloria G rttk classes 
LI. C. Fri. Boy ScouU Troop proaram 

86 Cr«k St, Wed, 



ou--c.--
Ctwk, UUhOfl Nl1MI .,,_ 0r,.,,;I_,. Adml1 

P.S. 11-7 Wuh. Av., Mlddle Vil ... Th. c-·,y c.,,,., Scou11, alh., boys' dub 

89 Orchard & Hamplon SIi., 
{

Wed. ad Tit. Parmll' Qub Bua. & soc'I, cards 
Elmhunl Fri. Boy Scoull Troopprosram 

90 W11h. Av., Rkh. HUI 

91 Cen1ral Av., Glendale { 
ad Moa, Cleadale Taapoym' All'n M .. tinp 
Fri. BoyScoull TroopPfOITam 

{
MOIi. 

93 Fomt Av., RidflWO(NI HtJ. w!"· Sodal Al~. aub Athlotk1 
Calvary P. E. M•'• Qub Ba1ke1 ball 

{ 

11t MOIi. Ci'~ M~\lnp 
llt Wed. ur" Noell 11t....tud All'n 

94 >Solh St., Unit Neck Th. Mod1m'Oub 

;;: Fri. Chi S.0.11 T~""'f.'am 
Boy .. 

{ 

111 ol Jd Moa. Hilllido Hollie Civic All'n M~\lnp 

9! Lammott ol Yale AYI. 
Wed. 14-0...." " 
Fri. Girt Scoull T~PP"'f~am .. Boy .. 

g6 Roc:uway Blvd. & Lincoln Av. 111 Wed. Fri. .. 
{

Tu. St~olln'1 B. B. Ora. Basllel ball 
fJ7 8jlh St. & 811h Dr., Wood- A n C..~'t Clio. ol Orch. Rohe.anal, 

haven JdTu. Woodhavn vie All'n ,\l .. tlnp 
Fri . Boy Scoull Yroop pffltlr•m 

IOI RulKII Pl., Fomt Hills Tu. Th. For. HIiis C.OU■., K. of C. l\ukotball 

{ 

111 Tu. =~:. a14~~~W.~· A11'n 
M .. ,\lnp 

102 Nanau Hts. 
ad .. 

Pr. Wed. Nuuu HII. Civic All'■ 
n. Boy Scoull Troop PfOIT•m 

1o6 Beach 341h S1., Ed1om•ro 111 Wed. Klnderpnm Mothon' aub M .. 11np 



QUUNS-Coa,i .... 

c,,.,,, L«olio,c Ni1/Jl1 •~• Ort••itolio,, At1ioil1 
Wed. N. Y. & Qns. El«. Lt. & Pwr. Co. Em-

Th. 
ploy- Buket ball 

Flu1h1n1 Ytllow ~cket, " " 
" Jtwisll tor 

r. s. ,a7 ◄Sth Av. & 167th St., Flush• l ~Th. 

Thunderbolt Ath. Oub 
N. Y. Jr. Naval Militia Drill Ing ~~;p~~~:ia•uE~t' Civic Ass'n :a~!~f111 Fri. 
N. Y. Boys' Naval Brigade Drill 
Girl Scouts T'!?"p p""-'am 
lloy " 

{ 
.. .. 

1o8 Sutter Av. & 1o8th St. 0 N. Y. r. Naval Militia Drill 
111 & 3d Mon. 0.foJ Civic Au'n M .. tlnp 

;;;! 
{ 

Ill Wed. 8tll1ire Gdns. Tupaytrs Ass'n " 
109 92d Av. & 213th St. Fri. Girl Scouts T'!?°pp""-'"m 

Boy " 
II) 79th Av. & !17th St. 2d Fri. fom1 Pk. Vitw Civ. Ass'n M .. tinp 

{ 

2d Tu. 111, 3d 

II ◄ Cronston Av. & 13◄ th St. & ◄th Th. Partnt-Teachu Ass'n Gym, class 
•d Th. Alumni of P. S. 11 ◄ Social 
Fri. Boy Scouts Troop program 

116 Polhemus Av. & Wren Pl. Mon. Th. So. Side Dept., C.nl. Qu .. n, Y.M.C.A Rec'n ctnter 
117 8◄th Dr. & l ◄Jd St. 2d Wed. Brlarhill Ass'n Civic mlp. 

{ 
1st Mon. Hollis Homn Civ. & Com'oy Ass'n " .. 

118 190th Pl. Tu. Mothen' Club Met:linp 

I 
Mon. S1 .. Pancras Dram. Soc'y Bask•t b•II .. Girls 8. 8. Oub, Y. P. Soc., Lulh. Ch. 

119 78th Av. & 7◄th St., Glen- of Redeemtr 
dale Tu. Pint Trte Council of Ridgewood 

Th. Sacred Hurt Aoh. Club 
Fri . K.ofC. 

-



~-
Ct,dtr locolin Ni1611 .,.,_ 0.,-.it•""' Adml7 

P.S. 120 18th Av. & 136th St. 11t Fri. 0,.-r.boro Hill Tupayen Au'n M .. tinp 

I 
Mon. Rich. Hill Ea'f .. 81~

0
ket ~II 

Tu. Udo Ath. & . Oub 

121 Suwanee Av. Th. I: tit & 3d Th. la Civic Ass'n :::.:!~tu, danc .. Fri. Sipu PIii Delta Frat. 
Boy Scouts Troopprocram 

122 Oitmu Av., Astoria { 
Mon.- Fri. Hellenic Orth. Com'ty ol A,toria G ... k claues 
Wed, " A,toria Armenian Women's Ed. Soc. Armenian lan1, 

12) 119th & Inwood Su. { M~n. Baisley Pk. Post l 14, Amer. L,gion 
Sutphen Blvd. Civic Ass'n 

fife 6: dnim corps practice 
Gym. work 

{ 

Mon, Girl Scouts 
~:i::ti:r•m 

Nelson Av., Woodside " Th. Gas Co.'1 Ath. AH'n 
~ 

12j Tu. Sat. ~t:07: ~;..1.eac!'staff 
" ;; & pmcs 

"' Sat. 
126 Van AIII & Uncoln Avs. Wed. Oan Bruce Au'n Gym. work 

{

Tu. Order or O.Moby Drill 
127 21th Av. & !)8th St, Th. Emanuel Ath. Oub Basket ball, gym. 

ut Fri. Bayview Com'ty Center Com'ty mtp. 

{ " " Auburndale lmpvt. Ass'n Civic " 1)0 41d Av. " Boy Scoull Troop proaram 
1)1 83d Av. & 172d St. jd Mon, Jamaka Estates Au'n M .. tinp 
1)2 t 31d Rd. & 218th St. " .. Parrnt•Tea'-M Au'n 

{ 

ad Mon. Collu Gdn,. Civic Au'n 
N. Y. ~- Naval Militia Drill 

1)4 109th Av. & 203d St. ad &4th Th. Hollis II. Civic Au"n M~!inp 

V
d Th. " Av. Un. Subway Au'n 
ri. St. Gerard's B. B. Tum Basket ball 

136 115th Av. & 20111 S1. Wed. St. Anne's Coun .. K. of C. " a: dancn 
1)7 Clifford Av, & 214th St, 2d Tu. Mothers' Oub M .. tlnp 



• 

;;: 

c..i,, 

P.S. 139 

140 

Bryant H. S. 

lou#ow 

63d Dr. & W<1hnolc St., 
Fomt Hills 

116th Av. & 166th St. 

Wilbur Av., L I. City 

Flushing H. S. North<m Blvd., Flulhin1 

Jamaica H. S. Gothic Dr. & 1681h St. 
Model Panons & Gilma• A vs. 

T rg. F1ushin1 Av. 

Newtown H. S. Chica11> Av., Elmhunt 

Richmond Hill 
H. S. 89th Av. & 114th St. 

P. S. Summit Av., Totteavillc 

OlJUNa--C•••-' 
Ni1Ms oJ,,• 0,111■it-'i"" 

{ 

111 Mon. ThomtonridF Civ. Ass'n ol F. H. 
Mon. Sr. Walther Lnaue ol Our Saviour 

Luth. Ch. 
Fri. Reao Pk. Ath. & Soc'I Oub 
•d & 4th Wed. Locust Manor Civic Ass'• 

Tu. Maj. J. A. Mc Kenna Poot Field Band 
& 8ripde 

l 
Sun. 
Mon. 
Tu. 
Wed. 

Th. 
Fri. 
Wed. 
11c Mon. 

{

Moo.Fri. 
Tu. Th. 
4th Tu. 

{ 

Sun. 
4th"'.!"'· 

Fri. 

Queens Symplooay Soc. 
Cridiroa Oub of F1ulhin1 
N. Y. & Qns. Elec. Lt. & Pwr. C.O. 
Anow Jr. A. C. 
Com'ty Symphonic Orch'I Soc. ol L. I. 
Flulhina Oab Ath. Au'o 
Boy Scouts 

Hillctat-North Civic AIS'n 
St. Mary's Alumni Ass'n 
Quttns Boro. T eachen' ASl'n 
Boy Scou11 

?.:.:: iru~ru~· 
Order of DeMolay 
EndrachtOub 

111 & Jd Mon, Boy Scoull 

{ 
Mon. 
Wed. 

llKllDIOND 

Toltenville Woodcraft Oub 
Aquehoap Cadets 

Aclioily 
Meetinp 

B11ket ball 
Athletics 
Meetlnp 

Buket ball 
Musical ed'n 
811ket ball 

Rebeanal, 
B11ket ball 
Troop P"'l'•m 

Meelinp 
811k•t hall 
Folk & rhythmic dancin1 
Troop proaram 
Musical ed'n 
Meetinp 
Ba~

0
ket ~II & pmu 

Troop pro1ram 

Nature 11udy 
Drill 



RICIIIIOND-CCNIH■-

CtNltr LouJio,. Ni1lll1 o,-o 0r, .... :.,Wtt Actml1 

{

Tu. Alpha Phi Gamma Basktt ball 
P. S. 3 Larourcnc St., Pleasant Plains Th. Girl ScoulS T~ppro ..... m 

Fri. Boy " 

9 B,ach & 8th SIS., New Dorp 
II 10 J<l!enon St., Donpn Hills Mon. Catholic Boys Bripde of U. S. Recreational 
13 161 Hylan Blvd., Roseb1nk Wed. Fri. P. S. 13 Gradu1t<1 Athletics 

14 7! Broad St., Stapleton { 
Mon. 
2d & 4th Tu. 

Roy Scouts ii;:~ C:: cards Stapltton u,m'ty Council 
16 Dan'I Low Ternce, Tompkins. { Fri. Boy ScoulS 

l:"~.'i:ft"m ville " Utopian Club 
17 Prospect & Fu View Avs., 

New Brighton Wed. Boy Scouts Troop p,opam 
... 19 33 G...,,l,af Av., W. New ... 8ri1hron Fri. 

20 Hebuton Av., Pt. Richmond {
Mon. 
Tu. S. I. Chonl Club Rtheanals 

21 168 Hook<r Pl .. " Fri. Boy Scouts Troop p,opam 
26 Richmond T'npike, Unoleum-

ville Jd Th. Mothon' Club Meetlnp 
29 Victory Blvd., W. New Briah• { Th. 

ton Fri. Boy Scouts Troop Pf01ram 

{ 

Mon. Sl<john'1 Walther ln1Ue 1b1kt1 ball 
Fisk Av. & Blvd., W. Nrw Tu. R Men Ath. Club 

JO 

~
d Wed. Mothon' Club 

~.~~!~fan. 1ocial1 Briat,ton 'h. lmmanuol Bible School B. 8. Tum 
1St & 3d Fri. Jr. Clan Campbell No. 16, 0. S. C. Phys. trainina 

39 Sand Lane & Mac Farland Av., 
So. Beach Th. Boy Scouts Troop p,opam 

40 Hendmon & Lafayette Avs., 
New Briat,ton Tu. Girts' Soc'I Club Basket ball 



~ .. 

CtNUr 

P.S. ◄ I 

◄ ! 

Curtis H. S. 

Port Richmond 
H. S. 

l.«4'U>II --­Ni1bls •~ o,,..;I'""' 
Cl•Wton 4 Loc1111 Av., New { Moa. Girt Stoutt 

Dorp Tu. Jt. Holy Name Soc. 
Morri10n Av., Wat Briplon Tb. Boy Stoutt 

{ 

Wed. S. I. S.vlnp Bank Tum 
Hamilton Av. A St. Mark's Pl., F.~- sBo·c. P!~!f'.' H. S. A. A. 

New Brishton S.t. Al.:;.,., At:. Au'n 
" Cunil H. S. B. B. Tum 

Activity 

I:,'i:Tm 
Troopp"'IRm 
Buket ball 

l:"J, P.:',F" 
St. Jot. Av. 4 I Mis St., Port { "! 4 Jd Mon. S.han Patrol File, Drum 4 Bupe Corps Pnctlce, drill 

Richmoad Fn. &y Stoutt Troop propam 
" Aharian Ath. Club Buut ball 


