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PART I: General Information 

 
Office Address: 609 Larsen Hall, Appian Way 

Harvard Graduate School of Education 
Cambridge, MA  02138 

Phone: (617) 495-3038 
Fax: (617) 384-8117 
E-mail: Robert_Selman@harvard.edu 
Place of Birth: New York City, New York 

 
Education: 
1964                       B.A. Cornell University, (Psychology) 
1969                       Ph.D. Boston University, (Counseling, Clinical, and Community Psychology) 

 
Postdoctoral Training: 
1969-1971 Harvard University (Developmental Psychology) Laboratory of Human 

Development (National Institute of Mental Health Post-Doctoral 
Fellowship: Research in Developmental Psychology) 

 
1977-1982 Judge Baker Children's Center (Social-Cognitive Development) 

National Institute of Mental Health Research Scientist Career Development 
Award: Level 2 

 
Licensure and Certification: 
1973 Licensed Psychologist, Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Registration No. 494 
1975 National Register of Health Service Providers in Psychology 

 
Academic and Medical Appointments: 
1971-1977 Research Associate, Laboratory of Human Development, Harvard Graduate 

School of Education 
1972-1975 Staff Psychologist, Judge Baker Children's Center 
1973-1985 Lecturer in Human Development, Harvard Graduate School of Education 
1975-1990 Director, Manville School Day Education and Treatment Program of The Judge 

Baker Children's Center, and Senior Staff Psychologist, JBCC Psychology 
Department 

1975-2005 Associate in Psychology, Children's Hospital Medical Center, Boston 
1977-1985 Senior Research Associate, Laboratory of Human Development, Graduate 

School of Education 
1980-1992 Associate Professor of Psychiatry (Psychology), Harvard Medical School 
1985-1992 Associate Professor of Education (Human Development and Psychology), 

Harvard Graduate School of Education 
1990-1993 Director, Manville Programs in Education, Child and Adolescent Development, 

Judge Baker Children's Center 
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1992-1999 Founder/ Director, Specialization in Risk and Prevention: Human Development 

and Psychology, Harvard Graduate School of Education (now Prevention 
Science and Practice) 

1992-present Professor of Psychology in the Department of Psychiatry, Harvard Medical 
School, and Professor of Education in the Harvard Graduate School of 
Education 

1994-present Affiliate, Department of Psychology, Faculty of Arts and Sciences, Harvard 
University 

1995-2005 Director: The Ellen Lisa Stern Permanent Endowment, The Judge Baker 
Children's Center 

1996-present Senior Scientist, Judge Baker Children’s Center 
1997-1998 Member, Executive Council, Judge Baker Children's Center 
1997-2005 Senior Advisor to the Chair, Department of Child Psychiatry, Children's 

Hospital Medical Center (Associate Scientific Appointment) 
2000-2004 Chair, Human Development and Psychology Area, Harvard Graduate School of 

Education 
2001-present Roy Edward Larsen Professor of Education and Human Development, Harvard 

Graduate School of Education, Harvard and 
Professor of Psychology in Psychiatry, Harvard Medical School 

 
 
For Report of Other Professional Positions and Major Visiting Appointments (through 2011), 
Please see Appendix A: 
 

 
 
PART II: Research, Teaching, and Clinical Contributions 

 
A.  Narrative Report 

Robert L. Selman is the Roy E. Larsen Professor of Education and Human Development at the Harvard 
Graduate School of Education (HGSE) where he served as the Chair of the Human Development and 
Psychology area from 2000 to2004. He is a Professor of Psychology in the Department of Psychiatry at 
the Harvard Medical School where he is Senior Associate at the Judge Baker Children's Center. Dr. 
Selman received a B.A. in psychology from Cornell University and a Ph.D. from Boston University in 
Clinical, Community, and Counseling Psychology in1969. He then studied with Lawrence Kohlberg at 
Harvard University both under a National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH) post-doctoral fellowship in 
developmental psychology, and as a research associate. From 1975 to 1990, he was the director of the 
Manville School of the Judge Baker Children's Center, which provides special educational and clinical 
services for children with severe social, emotional, and behavioral difficulties. During his tenure as 
director, the school provided academic training opportunities in both research and practice to doctoral 
students from HGSE. He is the founder and former director (1992-1999) of the Prevention Science and 
Practice Program for master students within the Harvard Graduate School of Education. His courses draw 
from on-going research into the developmental and cultural antecedents of children's capacity to form and 
maintain social relationships, and to take positive rather than negative risks. 
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In 1973, Dr. Selman founded the Group for the Study of Interpersonal and Intergroup Development 
(GSIID), a research and practice collaborative engaged in research, treatment, prevention and educational 
work focused on ways to help children make and keep friends and to understand themselves and others, 
both individuals and groups. Selman’s basic research focuses on the child's developing capacity to 
coordinate points of view, develop interpersonal negotiation strategies, and become aware of the personal 
meaning of risk in the context of social relationships and the larger culture. Much of the work, done in 
practice settings, is described in his published books: The Growth of Interpersonal Understanding (1980); 
Making a Friend in Youth (with Lynn Schultz, 1990); and Fostering Friendship: Pair Therapy for 
Treatment and Prevention (1997 with Caroline L. Watts, Lynn H. Schultz and other GSID members). 
More recently he has focused on the social awareness of children and adolescents in contexts where they 
interact with others from different ethnic and cultural backgrounds. He currently is studying the 
relationship between the promotion of children's social awareness and of their literacy skills through child 
and young adult literature, both in the elementary grades, as described in his most recent book, The 
Promotion of Social Awareness, 2003 (awarded best book by moral education division of the American 
Educational Research Association-AERA), and in history, social studies, and literature courses in middle 
and high school. 

Selman has served as a trustee of the Devereux Foundation, is the recipient of two Fulbright Fellowships 
to Iceland, and was a Scholar in Residence at the Russell Sage Foundation in 1999-2000. He is a Fellow 
of the American Psychological Association, the Association for Psychological Science, and the AERA. 
He received a lifetime achievement award from the Association for Moral Education in 2010.  He has 
consulted to Sesame Street, Hi Five magazine,The Walt Disney Company, Walden Media, and the classic 
G.I. Joe Public Service Announcements in the 1980s.  He was Senior Author of “Voices: Literature and 
Writing Curriculum” (PreK to grade 6) published in 2012 by Highlights for Children Publishers. He 
recently served as a co-Principal Investigator on a five year project (2010-2015), Catalyzing 
Comprehension in Middle Grades through Discussion and Debate, supported by the Institute for 
Educational Science and was the P.I. of a comparative study funded by the Harvard Asia Society on youth 
social and moral values in China and the United States. He is a co-director of a recent pre-doctoral 
research training grant (2012-2017) funded by the Spencer Foundation, and currently does research to 
practice work on the promotion of youth wellness and the prevention of debilitating stress, both in the 
United States and China in areas of digital media, cross-media educational approaches, and bilingual 
development. 
 
 
B.  Report of Teaching 
 
1973 Laboratory of Human Development, Harvard Graduate School of Education. 

Graduate Seminar on Moral Development. 
 
1974-1977 Laboratory of Human Development, Harvard Graduate School of Education. 

Graduate practicum on Social-Cognitive Development. 
 
1978-1982 Laboratory of Human Development, Harvard Graduate School of Education. 

Graduate practicum on Interpersonal Behavior and Development. 
 
1977-1981           Judge Baker Children's Center, Seminar for Manville School faculty on 

Applications of Developmental Psychology to Educational and Clinical 
Practice. 
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1981-1985 Judge Baker Children's Center, Seminar: Research in Child Psychopathology, 
for Pre- and Post-doctoral Trainees in Clinical Psychology. 

 
1982-present        Human Development and Psychology Program, Harvard Graduate School of 

Education.  Psychosocial and Interpersonal Development in Educational and 
Clinical Settings. 

 
1985-1990 Human Development and Psychology Program, Harvard Graduate School of 

Education.  Pair Counseling: Research and Practice 
 
1989-1990 Human Development and Psychology Program, Harvard Graduate School of 
1992-1993 Education.  Proseminar in Human Development 

 
1989-1990 Manville Clinical Treatment Program: Seminar on developmental approaches to 

psychopathology 
 
1990-2001 Human Development and Psychology Program, Harvard Graduate School of 

Education. Practicum: Developmental approaches to prevention for children and 
adolescents at risk 
 

1994-1996 School, Family, and Neighborhood Preventive Interventions for Children 
Inter-school (Education, Public Health, Medicine) Provost Sponsored Course 

 
 1996-2004 Human Development and Psychology Program, Harvard Graduate School of 

Education Pro-seminar in Human Development and Psychology 
 

  2001-2011  Promoting the ethical awareness of children and adolescents: Practice-based   
                                     research in schools 
 
2002-2007 Doctoral and Masters level Research Practica:  Practice Based Prevention 

Research in Families and in Schools 
 
2004-2007 Risk and Resilience across Childhood and Adolescence: Strategies and Systems of 

Prevention and Intervention. 
 
2007-2010 Educating for Democracy through Facing History and Ourselves. 

 
2007-2013 The Promotion of Social Development:  

 
2007-2013 Research Experience in Prevention Science and Practice 
 
2012-2015 Research Practicum in Youth Civic Engagement 
 
2011-2013 Comprehension, Discussion and Debate: Implications for literacy, Subject Matter    
                                   Knowledge and Curricular Design (With Catherine Snow) 
 
2014-present Social Development: Applications to Education, Ethics, and the Engagement of 
 Youth in Society Through Media 
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2015-present Advanced Qualitative (Thematic and Discursive) Analysis Practicum: How Children and 
 Adolescents View and Make Meaning of their Social World  

   
 
C. Report of Doctoral Advising and Post-doctoral Research Supervision: 

Principal Dissertation Advisor for the Following Doctoral Students: Human Development and 
Psychology, Harvard Graduate School of Education: 

 
Diane F. Byrne, 1973 
Ellen W. Cooney, 1977 
Daniel S. Jaquette, 1978 
Debra Redmon Lavin, 1979 
Ellen Bruss-Saunders, 1979 
Carolyn M. Newberger, 1979 
Carolyn Stone, 1981 
Carmel Gurucharri, 1983 
Anat Abrahami, 1983 
Michael Krupa, 1984 
Lynn H. Schultz, 1988 
Sigrun Adalbjarnardottir, 1988 
Jeffrey Beedy, 1988 
Leonard Fleischer, 1989 
Ann Evans, 1991 
Linda Kilner, 1992 
Joseph Rodriquez, 1993 
Caroline Watts, 1993 
Dennis Barr, 1993 
Michael Nakkula, 1993 
Dorothy Danaher, 1994 
Bilge´ Pakiz, 1996 
Kathleen Ivins, 1998 

  Paul Hauh, 1999 
   Andrew Schneider-Munoz, 2000 
   William McMullen, 2001 
   Sosi Toomajanian, 2002 
   John O’Connor, 2002 
   Marlene Ahmed Major, 2002 
   Anna Mirny, 2003 
   Carol Galginaitis, 2003 
   Nurit Sheinberg, 2003 
   Maria LaRusso, 2004 
   Donna Wick, 2005 
   Amy Dray, 2006 
   Luba Falk Feigenberg. 2007 
   Melissa Steel King, 2007 
   Girija Kaimal, 2007 
   Gayle Simidian, 2007 
   Angela Bermudez, 2008 
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   Priya Nalkur, 2008 
   Jane Lohman, 2009 
   Ming-te Wang, 2010 
   Xu Zhao, 2011 
   Joy Landwehr, 2011 
   Shai Fuxman, 2012 
   Leticia Braga, 2012 
   James Huguley, 2013 
   Maria Carolina Buitrago, 2014 
   Janet Kwok, 2014 
   Ling Hsiao, 2015 
   Nikhit D’Sa, 2015 
   Silvia Diaz-Granados, 2016 
   Chen Chen, 2017 
   Tracy Elizabeth, 2017 
   Emily Weinstein, 2017 
 

Preceptor, Harvard Medical School: NIMH Postdoctoral Research Fellowship 
Program in Social and Behavioral Sciences (Department of Psychiatry) 

 
Dr. Keith O. Yeates 1984-1986 
Dr. Arline Geronimus 1985-1986 

 
Preceptor, Harvard Medical School: NIMH Postdoctoral Research Fellowship Program in Social 
Developmental Psychiatry 

 
Dr. Lynn H. Schultz 1989-1991 
Dr. Steve Kane 1992-1994 

 
Sponsor, Japanese Ministry of Education Visiting Fellowship 

 
Dr. Fumiyoka Ohnishi, Yokohama City University, 1995 
Dr. Yayoi Watanabe, Shizouka University, 1996-1997 
Dr. Boris Zizek, Mainz University, 2014, 2015 
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1995-2004 Journal of Applied Developmental Science 
1998-present Harvard Review of Psychiatry 
2006-2009 Board of Directors, Association for Moral Education 
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Professional Societies: 
1969 American Psychological Association (Fellow, Div. 7, 37) 
1969 Society for Research in Child Development 
1977 American Orthopsychiatry Association (Fellow) 
1978 International Society for the Study of Behavioral Development 
1978  American Association for the Advancement of Science  1989 Association of    
  Psychological Science (Fellow) 
1990 Jean Piaget Society 
1990 Society for Research in Adolescence 
2001 American Educational Research Association, Fellow 2009 

 
Awards and Honors: 
1978 Fellow, Division 7 (Developmental Psychology) American Psychological 

Association 
1980 Fellow, Division 37 (Children's and Adolescent's Services) American 

Psychological Association 
1986 Gallagher Lecturer, Society for Adolescent Medicine, Boston, MA 
1990 Fellow, American Psychological Society 
1991 Invited Address, Canadian Psychological Association 
1991 Invited Address, American Psychological Association 
1992 Invited Address, Jean Piaget Society 
1992 Invited Address, Nordic Psychological Association 
1995 Invited Address, Japanese Association of Educational Psychology 
1997 Invited Address, Goucher College, 20th Annual Symposium on Human 

Development 
1998 Invited Address, Icelandic Tobacco Prevention Committee 
1999 Invited Address: Fordham Institute on Applied Developmental Psychology 
2000 Invited Address: United Nations Conference on the Rights of Children, 

Shizouka, Japan 
2003 Invited Address: University of Virginia 
2004 Invited Participant/Presenter: Aspen Institute on Justice and Society, Aspen, 

Co. 
2005 Invited Address: American Educational Research Association, Montreal 

Outstanding Book Award, Moral Development and Education section for 
The Promotion of Social Awareness 

2005 Invited Lectures: Japanese Society for Developmental Psychology, Tokyo 
2008 Keynote Speaker: Georg August University, Goettingen, Germany 
2009 Scholar in Residence, Bank Street College, October, 2009, New York 

City 
2009 American Educational Research Association, Fellow 2009 
2011 Lifetime Achievement Award, Association for Moral Education 
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Major Research Interests: 

Interpersonal and Inter-group development 
Developmental Approaches to Prevention of Psychopathology 
The psychosocial, temperamental and socio-cultural foundations of high-risk behavior in   
     childhood and adolescence: health and educational implications 
Interpersonal understanding, action, and development 
Dyadic interactions in children (peers) 
Professional Awareness and Development in Teachers and other profession 
Prevention of risks to health, educational success, and social relationships in children and  
Adolescents Literacy, History, Social Studies, and social awareness, their development,   
    relationship, and promotion in school 
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