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FOREWORD

The changes that have characterized the American secondary
school in the past fifty years have been a part of the vast changes
sweeping through our national life. In this epoch our culture, our
economy, and our place in world affairs have undergone trans-
formations so complete as to make them almost revolutionary.
Our high schools, too, have changed from rather narrowly de-
fined college preparatory institutions, serving fewer than one in
ten young people, to broadly described schools that enroll nearly
seven in ten Americans of high school age.

Changes as important and as rapid as those of this twentieth
century in the high school naturally produce some lags in public
understanding. It is within the memory of living Americans that
our high schools were devoted almost wholly to the academic
preparation of a few of our young people for college. Since what-
ever has been done in the past quite automatically becomes
““traditional,” some of the functions now performed by secondary
schools are not fully understood or enthusiastically endorsed by
all citizens. In fact, the role of the high school in our modern
society has been the subject of warm discussion in many com-
munities. Some interested citizens earnestly contend that the
schools should limit their efforts quite strictly to academic instruc-
tion. Others, equally concerned and certainly as earnest, support
an expansion of school goals to include instruction in a variety of
nonacademic fields.

Because the public schools are both created and supported by
local communities, public discussions of what the high schools
should accomplish are healthful expressions of democracy and |
usually beneficial to education. Professional educators find it
easier to respond to the public will when that will is fully ex-
pressed by a community that is paying attention—as well as
taxes—to its schools.
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