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PHILANTHROPY IN ENGLAND, 1480-1660
By W. K. Jordan

This is the first of a series of volumes by Dr. Jordan
dealing with the changing pattern of men’s aspirations for
their society during a long and critical period in the history
of western Europe. The present volume 1s concerned with the
interpretation of data taken from many thousands of wills
proved over a period of 180 years in ten English counties.
The author examines the problem of poverty in the early
modern world and discusses the various measures taken by
the Tudors and Stuarts to deal with the needs of the poor.

“This book is a masterly, fascinating, exciting work. Its intellec-
tual dimensions—its breadth of sympathy and depth of scholar-
ship—are most impressive. It is undoubtedly a new classic of
social and cultural history.”

—The Sunday Times (London)
410 pp. 1959 $6.00

CHARITIES OF LONDON, 1480-1660
By W. K. Jordan

This volume continues Professor Jordan’s study of the
origins of modern social and cultural institutions in England.
[t describes the vast charitable system which London
created, examines at length the aspirations and the social
philosophy of the merchant aristocracy which controlled its
affairs, and seeks to assess the social dominance exerted by
London 1in this era as the flood of its charitable generosity
poured out across the face of the realm. It is not too much to
say that London’s almost prodigal generosity was fashioning
for all of England the institutions of a new age.

“A primary study of first magnitude.”
— The American Historical Review

463 pp. 1960 $6.00
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