











Preface

THERE 1s a marked and growing concern among social scientists
about the effects of environmental factors on biological mechanisms
of behavior. One example is the recent work with small mammals on
environmental stress and adrenal and gonadal functioning. Corre-
spondingly, many biological scientists call attention to the fact that
a comprehensive human biology cannot omit one of man’s more
striking characteristics — his social nature. Although the interdepend-
ence of the organism and its environment has long been recognized,
the systematic study of environmental effects on biological function-
ing and the behavioral consequences has received less attention than
it deserves. On April 21-22, 1967, Russell Sage Foundation and The
Rockefeller University sponsored a conference on environmental in-
fluences on behavior. The meetings were held in Caspary Audi-
torium on the Rockefeller campus in New York City. This was the
last in a series of three conferences on biology and behavior. The aim
of the series was to strengthen the dialogue between the biological
and social sciences, and to stimulate a rapprochement between the
two disciplines in order that future work in each field might be un-
dertaken in fuller recognition of the other.

The present volume contains fifteen papers that were delivered at
the two-day conference. The first volume was published in the fall of
1967 and dealt with the topic of neurophysiology and emotion. The
second volume contained the proceedings of the conference on ge-
netics and behavior, and was published in the spring of 1968. The
ultimate goal of all three books is to disseminate information that
will foster understanding of behavior through research that rises
above the limitations imposed by narrow specialization.

The evening paper of the present conference was delivered by
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