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Foreword

TH1s BOOK 1s A COMPREHENSIVE REPORT of a study that was made
of the needs of old people. At the Kips Bay-Yorkville Health
Center in New York City, the health needs of the 250,000 people
in the area had been met reasonably well. Maternal health,
infant hygiene, school health, all were well developed. There was
an excellent nursing service, also a children’s dental clinic.
Tuberculosis was well under control. Communicable disease was
on the wane. A great deal had been done for children and young
adults, but almost nothing for the old people of the district. There
were a great many elderly people and the number was growing.
Almost daily some problem was presented to the Health Center
which involved the health or welfare of an old person in the area.
However, we did nothing. Our reason was quite a simple one;
we did not know what to do. We did not know what the funda-
mental needs of elderly people were, nor how they should be met.
We were a Health Center, but it was obvious that the direct
medical needs were only a part of the problem of the elderly.
Social and economic factors loomed large in the foreground.

As one so often does when in a dilemma, we formed a “com-
mittee.”” But this group really functioned as a committee, in that
it gave us sound advice and continuous guidance. It consisted of
representatives from each of the following organizations: the
Department of Sociology and Anthropology at Cornell Uni-
versity, Ithaca; Department of Health of the City of New York;
Department of Welfare of the City of New York; Department of
Public Health and Preventive Medicine, Cornell University
Medical College, New York City; Welfare and Health Council of
New York City; and Russell Sage Foundation.
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