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Table 5.1 Universal School’s 2005 to 2006 Class Schedule for Eighth Through Twelfth Graders

Boys 8th Grade Boys 9th Grade Boys 10th Grade Boys 11th Grade Boys 12th Grade Boys

1st English Biology Chemistry II AP History AP History
Chemistry I AP Geography AP Geography

Islamic Studies Islamic Studies
AP Physics

2nd Computers MWF. Islamic Studies American History AP Calculus AP Calculus
Writing/Grammar Computer T.Th. Computer T.Th.
T.Th. P.E. MWF P.E. MWF

Journalism T.Th. Journalism T.Th.
3rd Islamic Studies English Algebra II Pre-Calculus Pre-Calculus

T.Th.F. Computer T.Th. Algebra II Algebra II
P.E. MW Writing MWF Consumer Math Consumer Math

Computer T.Th. Computer
4th Arabic Writing/Grammar English AP Biology AP Biology

MWF Physics Physics
Quran T.Th. Physiology Physiology

5th Writing/Grammar P.E. T.Th. P.E. MWF Writing/Grammar Writing Grammar
T.Th.F. Computer MWF Quran T.Th. MWF MWF

Quran MW Quran T.Th. Quran T.Th.
Lunch 1 Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch

AP Physics
Lunch 2 Recess Recess Recess Recess Recess

AP Physics
6th Physical Science World History Islamic Studies AP English AP English

English English
Honors English Honors English

7th History Arabic Arabic Arabic Arabic
8th Pre-Algebra Algebra I Geometry Sociology Sociology

Algebra Geometry Computers MWF Islamic Studies Islamic Studies
Writing T.Th.
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Girls 8th Grade Girls 9th Grade Girls 10th Grade Girls 11th Grade Girls 12th Grade Girls

1st Arabic Writing/Grammar English AP History AP History
WF AP Geography AP Geography

Quran M.T.Th. Sociology Sociology
(Group A) AP Physics

Computers 
M.T.Th. (B)

2nd Islamic Studies Islamic Studies Computer T.Th. Algebra II AP Calculus
MWF Writing MWF Consumer Math Algebra II

Quran T.Th. Algebra II P.E. T.Th. Consumer Math
Yearbook MWF P.E. T.Th.

Yearbook MWF
3rd Writing/Grammar Arabic Arabic Arabic Arabic
4th History P.E. T.Th. Islamic Studies AP Biology AP Biology

Computers Physics Physics
MWF (B) Env. Science Env. Science

Quran MWF (A)
5th English Biology Chemistry I Pre-Calculus Pre-Calculus

Chemistry II Islamic Studies Islamic Studies
Islamic History Islamic History

Lunch 1 Recess Recess Recess Recess Recess
Algebra I Honors Algebra I Honors AP Physics

Lunch 2 Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch
Algebra I Honors Algebra I Honors AP Physics

6th Pre-Algebra Algebra I Geometry Writing/Grammar Writing/Grammar
Algebra I Geometry Computers T.Th. T.Th. T.Th.

Writing MWF Quran MWF Quran MWF
7th P.E. MWF English American History English English

Computers T.Th. AP English AP English
Honors English Honors English

8th Physical Science World History P.E. WF Islamic Studies Islamic Studies
Quran M.T.Th. Journalism Journalism 

MWF MWF 
P.E. T.Th. P.E. T.Th.

Source: Author’s compilation.



though these cultures may be forgotten and repressed (Diakiw 1994). The
school is a microculture where the cultures of students and teachers meet.
The school should be a cultural environment where acculturation takes place:
both teachers and students should incorporate some of the views, percep-
tions, and ethos of each other as they interact (see figure 8.2). This process
will enrich both teachers and students, and the academic achievement of stu-
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Figure 8.1 Transformative Citizenship Education

The school staff has democratic
attitudes and values (nonracist).

The school has norms and values 
that reflect and legitimize ethnic 
and cultural diversity.

Assessment and testing
procedures promote social class 
and ethnic equality.

The curriculum and teaching
materials present diverse ethnic 
and cultural perspectives on 
concepts, issues, and problems.

TRANSFORMATIVE
CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION

Teachers and students acquire the 
skills and perspectives needed to 
recognize various forms of racism 
and take action to eliminate them.

Students from different ethnic,
cultural, and social class groups
experience equal status within 
the school.

Teaching and motivational styles 
are used that are effective with 
students from different social class, 
racial, and ethnic groups.

Language pluralism and diversity 
are valued and fostered in the 
school.

Source: Author’s compilation.
Note: The total school environment is conceptualized as a system that consists of a number of
identifiable variables, such as staff attitudes and values, assessment and testing procedures,
and curriculum and teaching materials. In the reformed school that promotes transformative
citizenship education, each of these variables has been changed and reflects ethnic, cultural,
language, and social-class equity.
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THE STUDENT’S CULTURE THE TEACHER’S CULTURE THE SCHOOL CULTURE

Language and dialect
Nonverbal communications
Perspectives and worldviews
Behavior styles and nuances
Methods of reasoning and
validating knowledge
Cultural identification

Language and dialect
Nonverbal communications
Perspectives and worldviews
Behavior styles and nuances
Methods of reasoning and
validating knowledge
Cultural identification

The school culture reflects the
values, perspectives, and
behaviors of the students and
the teachers.

Figure 8.2 Acculturation as a School Goal

Source: Author’s compilation.
Note: When the student incorporates elements of the teacher’s culture and the teacher incorporates elements of the stu-
dent’s culture, the school becomes a synthesized cultural system that reflects the cultures of all its participants.
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