





KEY TO CLASSIFICATION OF
ACTIVITIES

NS = Night School.
L = Lectures.
E = Entertainments (concerts, etc.).
SM = Society meetings (adult), such as tax-
payers’ or parent-teacher association.
CM = Civic occasions, mass meetings, public
discussions.
A = Athletics, gymnastics, bathing, active
games, or folk dancing.

C = Clubs (social, athletic, etc.) or groups
(musical, handicraft, etc.).

R = Rooms open for quiet games, reading or
study.

D = Dancing (social).

S = Social occasions (parties, banquets, etc.).



THE SCHOOL CENTERS OF 1919-20

THE number of the centers listed in the following pages is 667. They
were reported by 107 cities representing 26 states, the District of
Columbia, and the territory of Alaska.

TABLE 1.—-NUMBER OF CENTERS BY STATES

s CiT1ES OF 5,000 AND CITIES WHICH CENTBRS
TATE OvER (1910 Cexsus) | REPORTED CENTERS LisTED

Alaska (Territory). . ... 1 1 1
Arizona.............. 7 1 1
California. . .. ... ..... 31 1 1
Connecticut. . .. ...... 41 3 9
Delaware. . ... ........ 1 1 1
District of Columbia. .. 1 1 17
Idaho................ 5 1 1
Illinois. .. ............ . 74 8 79
Indiana.............. 51 5 18
Iowa................. 26 3 13
Kansas............... 25 1 3
Massachusetts. . ... ... 103 5 15
Michigan. .. .......... 48 10 54
Minnesota. . .......... 25 4 58
Missouri. . ........... 27 2 63
Nebraska . ............ 12 3 21
New Jersey. . ......... 56 16 46
New York. ... ........ 77 9 130
North Dakota. . . ... .. 5 1 1
Ohio................. 80 5 31
Oklahoma.. ... ........ 14 1 1
Pennsylvania. . ... .. .. 146 13 66
Rhode Island. . . .. . ... 18 1 2
Utah................. 4 1 1
Virginia. . . ........... 16 1 1
Washington........... 12 3 4
West Virginia. . ....... 12 1 2
Wisconsin. . .......... 36 5 27

Totals........... 954 107 667

A center, according to the standard applied in this compilation,
is a school which is used regularly at least one evening a week for two
or more activities—or twice a week for one—mnot counting night

schools. The various entries were obtained directly from local
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TABLE 2.—NUMBER OF SCHOOL CENTERS BY CITIES AND

POPULATION PER CENTER

ADDITIONAL
No.or |AVERAGE NoO.| PopyraTion | CenrEms
SraTe Crry CENTERS EvVENINGS | ppg CenTER | REPORTED
LisTED WQPEN LisTED BUT NOT
EEKLY LisTED
Alaska Juneau 1 4 5,000 ..
Arizona Prescott 1 2 5,092 ..
California Santa Monica 1 5 7,847 ..
Connecticut | Putnam 1 5 7,280 ..
¢ Torrington 1 4 16,840 ..
“ Waterbury 7 44 10,449 ..
Delaware Wilmington 1 5 87,411 ..
Dist. of Col. | Washington 17 34 19,474 ..
Idaho Pocatello 1 2 9,110 2
Illin ois Be 1 2 5,841 4
« Blue Island 1 4 8,043 ..
“ Chicago 60 1.9 36,421 ..
“ Granite City 3 4 3,301 ..
“ Harvey 2 2 3,613 1
“ Moline 5 3 4,840 ..
¢ Quincy 1 3 36,587 ..
¢ Springfield 6 2.2 8,613 ..
Indiana CI())lumbus 2 4 4,406 ..
. East Chicago 3 2.6 6,366 ..
+ Fort Wayne 11 3.2 5,812 1
¢ Richmond 1 2 22,324 ..
“ Whiting 1 5 6,587
Iowa Cedar Rapids 2 2 16,405
“ Fort Dodge 3 3.6 5,181
“ Sioux City 8 2 5,979
Kansas Lawrence 3 23 4,124
Mass. Boston 9 2.9 74,509
¢ Brookline 3 2.6 9,264
¢ New Bedford 1 4 96,652
“ Newton 1 4 39,806
¢ Springfield 1 7 88,926
Michigan Battle Creek 4 2.2 6,317 ..
“ Detroit 25 3.3 18,630 12
“ Grand Rapids 10 2.2 11,257 ..
¢ Ironwood 3 6 4,273
“ Jackson 3 4.6 10,477
¢ Monroe 1 5 6,893
“ Negaunee 1 3 8,460
“ Saginaw W. S. 3 2.6 —
“ Sault Ste. Marie 1 2 12,615
“ Ypsilanti 3 3.3 2,077 ..
Minnesota | Duluth 15 3.9 5,231 18
“ Minneapolis 28 3.2 10,764 14
“ Rochester 1 5 7,844 ..
+ St. Paul 14 2.7 15,339 ..
Missouri Kansas City 6 3.2 41,747 5
¢ St. Louis 57 2.4 12,053 35
Nebraska Kearney 1 4 6,202 ..
“ Lincoln 6 4 7,329
“ Omaha 14 2.6 10,739
New Jersey | Bayonne 5 4 11,109
“ Bloomfield 2 1 7,535
“ East Orange 1 5 34,371

(*) Population figures for the ‘“West Side” of Saginaw not available.
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school officials through a circular appeal which was sent to 1,229 cities
of 5,000 population or over, according to the 1910 census. So far as
is known to the compiler no city having school centers which meet the
above standard is absent from the lists, but it may very well be that a
few eligible cities failed to send in their reports and thus got excluded.

The extent of “wider use’” undertakings in the United States is,
however, much greater than is indicated by this Gazette. Among the
reports received there were 162 schools which had to be excluded as
not coming up to the standard set for frequency and quantity of
activity. Undoubtedly also a large proportion of the cities which did
not send entries have numerous schools in which parent-teacher, or
tax-payer associations, community councils, and other neighborhood
organizations are regularly meeting and in some instances actually
supporting or conducting community center programs. The greater
hospitality shown now by school boards toward voluntary associa-
tions and the tendency to simplify the letting procedure have greatly
encouraged the use of school facilities by all sorts of voluntary
associations.

That the school center movement is steadily growing is evident
from the many cities which have recently organized or expanded
school extension departments. Just what the rate of growth is,
however, it is not possible to calculate from the data at hand. In
previous estimates regarding the movement the number of cities
reporting paid workers furnished the main basis of comparison.
In the present report that number is not available for comparative
purposes because it may, and very often does, include night school
teachers. If the Gazette is compiled again for next season, as is the
present intention, it will be possible to determine the progress of the
movement with some accuracy by comparing the figures for the two
seasons.

DISTRIBUTION OF CENTERS

An attempt has been made in Table 2 to show with what degree of
adequacy the various municipalities have provided school centers for
their respective populations. Since the 1915 population statistics
were not available for all the cities, the figures of the 1910 census were
used. The population per center is found in each case by dividing the
city’s population by the number of the centers listed. Since the
resultant figures take no account of the amount of activity produced
in a center they do not afford a basis for comparing municipalities on

the score of the amount of energy or funds put into their extension
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systems. They do furnish, however, a rough index as to how plenti-
fully school centers of a kind are provided in the various sections of the
country.

The additional centers enumerated in the last column are those
which were reported as having a single activity, monthly, bi-monthly
or weekly. Meetings of clubs and parent-teacher organizations and
occasional lectures or entertainments were the activities most fre-
quently mentioned. Since these centers fall below the standard of
frequency they are not listed though they oftentimes indicate con-
siderable additional extension work.

A number of cities have centers of a recreational or social character
in structures other than school buildings of which no account has
been taken.

EVENINGS OPEN WEEKLY

Twice a week is the commonest frequency with three times coming
next. The complete distribution of the data on this point is shown in

the following table:
Nuuser or EveNINGs CeNTERS QOPEN SPECIFFID
OPEN NUMBER PER CENT OF ToTaL

1 70 11
2 198 30
3 154 23
4 113 17
5 95 14
6 35 5
7 2

667 100

ACTIVITIES AND WORKERS

It is not to be understood that all the lines of activity mentioned in
the entry of a given center take place every night the center is stated
to be open. According to the instructions, if an activity occurred as
often as once a month it could be credited to the center. It would
have been highly advantageous to have had the activities and workers
per night open, but the tremendous burden which getting such de-
tailed information would have laid upon school officials made it
impractical to ask for the data in that form.

The method by which the workers were classified and counted is
indicated by this excerpt from the instructions: ‘“State the average
number of each class of paid and volunteer workers in attendance
nightly. Count all persons who regularly assist in the direc-
tion, management or conduct of the activities. Lantern operators,

-~
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ticket-takers, cloak-room attendants, regularly engaged at the
center, and persons acting in similar capacities are ‘workers.” Do
not include the janitor (unless he does for the center something dif- -
ferent from janitorial work), the musicians hired for a dance, lecturers
or the performers at an entertainment. All regular staff members
who receive no financial compensation for their school center services
are volunteers. A worker who is paid by a philanthropist or a volun-
tary association although not by the school authorities is still a paid
worker.”

Since it is impossible to say in cases of night schools how many
of the paid workers reported were engaged in evening instruction and
how many in the other center activities no summary of the workers
has been attempted.

LIBRARY BRANCHES

The number reported is 44. These do not include school libraries
or any branches established in centers which are not open to the public
in the evening.

AUSPICES

The number of instances in which the school board shares the
management of a center with some local association is 227, approxi-
mately one-third of the total number. In certain instances, like
Philadelphia and Detroit, a municipal recreation bureau or commis-
sion assumes entire control. The character of the organizations
which were reported as engaged in operating or helping to support
activities in school centers is shown in the following list:

Y.W.CA. Community Service, Inc. Neighborhood Assn.
Y.M.C.A. University of Minnesota Cleveland Americanization Assn.
Red Cross Normal College Carnegie Steel Co.
Boy Scouts American Legion Wayne Knitting Mills
A.R. Community Councils General Electric Co.

Settlement House Com. Center Assn. (local) S. F. Bowser & Co.
Church Fed. of Jewish Charities Rotary Club

SOURCES OF SUPPORT

One-half of the centers are supported entirely by public taxation
(“city”’). Over one-quarter of them are helped out by fees, i. e ., paid
admissions and other kinds of income received directly from the public
in return for the enjoyment of an activity. Less than one-quarter
are assisted by donations or contributions of one kind or another.

A summary of the entries shows:
8



KiIND or SuPPORT CENTERS

CIbY . o e e et 335
Cityandfees................................... 172
City, fees and contributions. . .................... 110
City and contributions. . .. ...................... 50

Total........ ... 667

GENERAL REMARKS

The notes in column 10 of the Gazette are supplementary and ex-
planatory. No special kinds of data were asked for under this head.
It is interesting to note that the American Legion was referred to 3
times, Boy Scouts 41 times, forums 13 times, community singing 48
times, centers open on Sundays 11 times, and motion pictures 86
times. Of course in no instance is this a complete summary of the
fact or activity in question.
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COMMUNITY CENTER ACTIVITIES
By CLARENCE ARTHUR PERRY

A cloth-bound handbook, pocket size, of 125 pages, containing in-
formation about 183 activities which are suitable for school and
recreation centers, social settlements, Y.M.C.A.’s, and church houses.
Besides an introductory essay upon the main principles of neigh-
borhood-center organization, the book contains lists of activities
appropriate for 14 special spaces, such as auditoriums, gymnasiums,
classrooms, etc., as well as a collection of sample programs. References
are made to over 200 books, giving technical instructions.

Table of Contents
Introduction
Activities for Stated Spaces: Mental Contests

Assembly Room GymnaSium, Kin‘ Neighborhood Service
dergarten, Classrooms, Playroom, . .
Corridors, Domestic Science Room, Physical Activities
Lunch Room, Manual-Training
Room, Principal’s Office, Teachers’

Room,Swimming Pool, Dispensary, Club and Society Meetings
Whole Building

Civic Occastons

Social Occasions

Voluntary Classes
Educational Occasions Sample Programs

Entertainments Index to Activities

Handicrafts
Comments of Readers

“No book is more needed at the present time by the Community Center workers
than this little volume which you have produced. I think it admirable in every re-
spect, and shall use every opportunity for calling attention to it.””—Edward F. Sander-
son, Director, The People’s Institute, New York, N. Y.

“It is one of the best little booklets of the sort that I have ever seen, and I believe
it will be valuable indeed. It is certainly packed full of suggestions.””—Archibald C.
Hurd, Y.M.C.A. County and Rural Work Secretary, White River Junction, Vt.

“It is a splendid book for reference and one which I am going to find very helpful
in the work.””—William E. Lander, Director, Colchester Boys’ Club, Colchester, Conn.

“This book is really a most admirable and convenient handbook adapted for use
throughout the United States in all centers of community activity, and should prove of
value and inspiration to all workers in this field.”—The American City, February, 1917.

Second edition Postpaid, 35 cents

RUSSELL SAGE FOUNDATION
PusLicaTiION DEPARTMENT
130 East 22d Street
New York City
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EDUCATIONAL EXTENSION
By CLARENCE ARTHUR PERRY

(Cleveland Education Survey Series)

An illustrated monograph of 115 pages treating concretely the
educational and social reasons for including community center ac-
tivities among the regular obligations of a municipal school system.
How young people ‘““find themselves” through well-directed leisure.
Saving educational results through organized recreation. Giving
publicity to new school policies through the school platform. Types
of buildings suitable for evening activities. The function of the
neighborhood association in school-center administration. These
are some of the many topics in this book which give it a general
application.

Partial Table of Contents

The Heart of a School System

Improvement the Essence of Public Education
Preparation for Citizenship

The School Aims at Adulthood

Social Control through the Teen-age

The School Board and the Public

Plant Equipped for Wider Use

After-class Use of School Facilities

The Community Center Association

Club Life a Means of Self-development
Regulating Community Discussions
Administrative Control of Community Centers

Of this book the Elementary School Journal said: “Its facts and plans serve equally
well Cleveland’s new division of school extension and the citizen anywhere who seeks
the meaning and justification of community education responsibilities.”

Second edition, cloth-bound, pocket size. Postpaid, 25 cents

RUSSELL SAGE FOUNDATION
PusLicaTiION DEPARTMENT
130 East 22d Street
New York City
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FIRST STEPS IN :
COMMUNITY CENTER DEVELOPMENT

By CLARENCE ARTHUR PERRY
Pamphlet No. Rec. 149

Practical suggestions for starting or furthering a school center move-
ment in a community. Topics treated include: Kinds of aid voluntary
associations can render; Forms of co-operation with school officials;
What a superintendent of schools can do to develop school centers;
Adapting existing buildings; Planning new school buildings for com-
munity use.

32 pages. Postpaid, 10 cents.

SOURCES OF INFORMATION ON
PLAY AND RECREATION

By HOWARD R. KNIGHT and MARGUERITA P. WILLIAMS
Pamphlet No. Rec. 151

A practical bibliography with descriptive notes, listing books, pam-
phlets, reports and articles on such subjects as the following : Community,
Soctal, and Civic Centers; Playgrounds; Public Baths, Swimming Pools
and Gymnasia; Games, Entertainments, and Socials; Athletics and
Sports; Physical Training; Dancing; Dramatics, Pageants, and Festi-
vals; Motion Pictures; Boys’' and Girls’ Organizations and Clubs;
School and Home Gardens; Surveys and Exhibits; Study Courses for
Recreation and Community Center Leaders.

JFa
1920 edition, third revision. 45 pages. Postpaid, 20 cents.

RECREATION LEGISLATION

By LEE F. HANMER and GLADYS LILLIE

In preparation. Ready for press summer of 1920

This book is a compilation of state laws and city ordinances relating
to all types of recreation centers, playgrounds, parks, athletic fields, baths,
motion pictures, and public and commercial recreation in general.

1920 edition, third revision. Cloth, 8vo. Postpaid, $1.50.

RUSSELL SAGE FOUNDATION
PUBLICATION DEPARTMENT
130 East 22d Street, New York City
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