










Defining 1 a

Current usage varies so greatly that neither of these names can

be taken as an index of amount, or even kinds, of activity. This

report, therefore, does not show the number of the social centers

last season in the United States.

Before an enumeration of social centers can be made, two

social center things will have to be provided: (i) A definition of them that will

serve as a criterion, and (2) data corresponding to the terms of

the definition. But a standard center cannot be set up arbitrarily.

A definition that would serve as a measuring unit must be based

upon achievements rather than ideals. Consequently the data

will have to be obtained first.

In attempting to forecast what facts would be needed in for-

mulating a norm two categories, at least, may be safely put for-

ward: (i) the kinds of activities, and (2) their frequency of oc-

currence. The necessity of the first is obvious and the second

becomes equally clear when it is seen what incongruities would

result without it. If frequency were not regarded, the city just

mentioned which reported "10 social centers" open twice a month

would appear in the same class with a municipality maintaining

^activities six nights a week a manifest injustice. The very

word "center," in this connection, implies activity that not only

takes place regularly but also frequently.

If a daily record were kept in each schoolhouse of all the oc-

casions occurring after 6 p.m., information would soon be avail-

able upon which a social center definition could be based. Many

buildings enjoy a miscellaneous use which probably totals larger

than the school authorities suspect, while others commonly re-

garded as having a high degree of utilization are, in reality,

comparatively little used. Until more extensive and detailed

records are kept the school officials themselves will not be in a

position to determine what degree of wider use has been attained

in their school plants. Such information, properly tabulated and

interpreted, would form interesting material for the superinten-

dent's report and give the community a better idea of the social

dividends they were receiving from their school investments.

But statistics alone, no matter how accurate and definite they

become, will never indicate more than the material aspects of

social center activity. To convey their richer significance, they

will always require the cooperation of the imagination. Ten
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How to Start Social Centers

(No. Rec.125)

By Clarence Arthur Perry

A pamphlet treating in detailed manner the various problems

connected with the initiation of social center work in a com-

munity. The different stages of development are fully discussed,

as shown by the following
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