


PREFACE

The importance of a “safe and sane” Independence Day
needs no argument. The aim of this booklet is to offer to those
who are seeking material for such an occasion, gleanings from
the experience of others who have achieved success in this direc-
tion, and to assist any who desire to arrange suitable pageantry
in finding amid the treasures of New Jersey history scenes
appropriate for representation. It is not expected that everything
herein mentioned could be undertaken at once. It would be
preferable to plan first a simple celebration, and to enlarge the
scheme a second year, rather than to overwork, and consequently
discourage, the helpers in the beginning.

The Fourth of July is a day dear to the hearts of children.
Their pleasure and welfare should first be considered. Dangerous
pastimes must be replaced by a celebration which shall stimulate
their patriotism and which shall also be delightful to them. It
is hoped that evening displays of fireworks will universally be
omitted. Agonizing deaths have on several occasions been caused,
and multitudes of lives threatened thereby. Wherever these
explosives are manufactured, stored or used, danger exists. An
Independence Day cannot be wholly “sane” if they are included
in its program. An abundance of other pleasures may easily be
substituted.

This Committee is indebted to citizens of Bayonne, Newark,
Dover and Metuchen, N. J,, and of other cities and towns, in
several of which successful celebrations have already been held,
for many of the following suggestions.







































































