
Contents

Acknowledgments xi

Chapter 1 Explaining Persistent Black Joblessness 1

Chapter 2 Pervasive Distrust and Noncooperation
Among the Black Poor 27

Chapter 3 The Job-Holder: Espousing American 
Individualism 56

Chapter 4 The Job-Seeker: Embracing 
Individualism Defensively 97

Chapter 5 The Job Center: Barriers to Employment 
and the (Im)Mobilization of 
Institutional Social Capital 138

Chapter 6 Conclusion 166

Appendix A Sample, Data, and Data Collection 
Strategies 175

Appendix B In-Depth Interview Protocol 179

Appendix C Survey Instrument 185

Notes 195

References 225

Index 241


